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5 Phil ſaphical Stone. 


A TREATISE more compleat and more intel- 
ie than any has been yet, concerning 


ET HERMETICAL MAGISTERY. 
= Tranflated from. the FRENCH. 


* * peer 
a 

x asp 
om 


Jo which is added, 


pe Ancient War of the Knicurs. 
— from the GERMAN Original. 


AS ALSO, 


a ANNOTATIONS upon the moft mate- 
5 Points, where the two Tranflations differ. 


Ad 
Done from a a Grman Editio 


i I. o 1 DON, ý ö 
" printed; ; a Sold by P. FLA NET, at be. of the Black- 
Spread-kale near eben in the Strand. 1723. 
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EE IN not only the 
f s] bad Succefs moft Search- 


wife great Numbers of them are 
fallen into the greateft Abfurdi- 
ties, as well in reſpect to their 
Operations, as ta the Matter they 
work. upon; and often wifhing 
to fee fome Remedy applied, to 
recover thofe unhappy People from 

A3 the 


| ers of the Hermetick Art- 
meet with, but that like- 


RK | 


i 
71 


To the READER: 
their Errors, it led me into a ſe- 
rious Conſideration of the Cauſe 


thereof; and I found that it was 
impoſſible, thoſe deluded Search- 


ers could dwindle away into the 
abfurdeft Operations, if they did 
not want a ſufficient Theory of 
this Art. 

Then meditating further, and 
finding that the faid Theory (which 
is the main Pillar and Foundati- 
on to go upon) is not to be ac- 


quired but by the conſtant Peruſal 


of good Books ; I at laft begun to 
conſider of thoſe Authors, which 
are Extant in the Englifh Tongue, 
and found that there really too 
few of them, and that it was chiefs | 
Jy to be attributed to this Want, 
that People labour fo much in vain, 
and fo contrary to Nature. 
| Tis | 
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To the Reaper Jil. 

**Fis true, fome, who only look 
upon the Number of Hooks, will: 
think there are Authors endugh, 
nay, too many Extant that have“ 
written of the Hermetick Art! in the: 
Englifh Tongue ; but others who” 
have acquired fome Knowledge in 
this Divine Science, and who know - 
to diſtinguiſh good Authors from 
Sophifters, will eafily allow, that 
thete i Is a real Want of them; for 
there are but few who wrote in 
the Englifo Tongue, that may be: 
deemed; as Mafters, or at leaſt by 
whom a feeker of this my ſterious 
Art may be inſtructed; fo that, as” 
to thoſe fophiftical Ae who- 
Have encreafed the Number of ſuch 
Books, and treated of an Art which 
they did not know, nor under- 
ſtood ſo. much as any Part there - 
of, . the more numerous they are, 

— N A4 S the 


viii To the READER 


the more pernicious they prove 
toa Beginner who happens to read 
them; for it is certain, that the 
may cally put him out of a right 
Path, but can never lead him intq . 
a true Way. : 

As for thofe that have A tran- ` 
flated out of other Tongues, they 
are but of little Uſe, when they 
have been tranflated, rather to ſerve 
ſome private View, than to be in- 
ſtructiye to thoſe who Study this 
Science; eſpecially when tliey haye 
been tranſlated by Perfons, who 
had no Knowledge of the Terms 
and Operations of Chymiſtry; and 
I do not Queſtion, but it will be 
affirmed by all thoſe, who (under; 
ſtanding the German Tongue) have 
read Bafil Valentins in his own 


Native Language, that the Tran · 
lation of that Volume which con- 


tains | 


To the REA DER. 


tains his Will and Teſtament, &c. 
differs widely from the Qriginal ; 
aay, I believe I might eafily con- 


vince the Lovers of this Art, that 


the fame is a bad Tranſlation of a 
bad Edition. 


Concerning others, I will fay . 


nothing againſt them, it not be- 


ing my Intention, to fearch for 


the Faults of other Tranflators, 
But finding from the aforefaid 
Confiderations, that to get fome 


good Authors tranflated, would be 


the moft likely Means to furniſh 
the Lovers and Studiers of this Sci- 
ence with a fufficient Theory, and 
to make them to deſiſt from their 


unnatural Operations: I reſolved 


to undertake the Work, and fixed 
upon the following Treatifes to he 
the firft, that fhould appear in an 
Enelifh Drefs, 

The 


/ 
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To the Reaper. 


The firſt of thefe Treatiſes was 
written by a German Philofopher, 
under the Title of, THE ANcr= 
ENT War oF THE KnicHTs, 

and was not only at firſt received 
as coming from. a good Author, 
and true Maſter, by all thoſe who 
had gt any Knowledge in this 
Science : But the faid Treatife did 
likewife afterwards reczive its San- 
ction by tlie fecond; being a Come 


mentary, which another learned 


Philoſopher has made thereupon 
in French; who alſo after his in- 
ſtructive n Commentary hag 
added ſix Keys, which for their 
Plainneſs and ingenious Expreflions 
give way to none, and are of the 
greateſt Ufe imaginable to a Studier 
of this Art. 

Thus the whole being. an excel- 


dent Work, there is no doubt, but 


thofe 


10 the READER. 
thofe who apply themfelves to get 
Knowledge by reading good Au- 
‘thors, will find infinite Benefit from 
the perufal of it; and the faid 
Treatiſe called, THE ANCIENT 
WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
‘being wrote in the Garman Tongue, 
T have been at the Pains and Ex- 
‘pences to get an Original thereof, 
‘that fo the Lovers of this Science 
might likewife have a Tranflation 
of the fame, arid thus be able to 
draw. Water from the Spring it felf 5 
and alfo, that by comparing it with 
the firit, Mey might fee and recti- 
fy ſuch Paſſages as have ſuffered by 
a ſecond Tranſlation. 

No Body will, I hope, object, 
that the Style of this Work is not 
according to the prefent Politenefs, 
if he is fo kind as to confider that 
it is not intended for a Grammar, 

| but 


xii To the READER. 


but to inſtruct People in the Her- 
metick Science, which is for the 

moft Part deſcribed, in fuch difi- - 
cult Terms, that the unhappy 
Turn of one Word, may alter a 
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre- 
judice of a Tyro; and that it iş 
therefore better to keep to the Au- 
thor's Meaning in a leſs agreeable 
Style, fhan to deviate from it, by 
ufing politer Expreſſions. . 
"Tis likewife for the fame Rea- 
fon, that where the German has a 
Word or Sentence which might 
bear a double Meaning Signifi- 
cation, both of them have been gi- 
ven, as for Inftance: Where the 
War of the Knights, at the End 
of this Book, tranflated from the 
German Original, ſays by Num. 19. 
pag. 10. And if you two fhould mix 
your ſelves together, and wers kept 
| in 


To the READER, xiii 
zn the Fire The Original fays in- 
deed in the Fire, but becauſe the 
Germans ſpeaking of Chymical O- 
perations, and mentioning Fire, of- 
ten mèan Digeſtion, which is per- 
formed Jy Fire; therefore has been 
added, [cr in Digeſtion, ] that fo the 
Reader might have both Meanings, 
and chooſe of the two which he 
ſhould judge moſt proper. 

I could eafily have added my 
Opinion upon feveral Paſſages in 
this Work, as for Inftance, pag. 
41. where mention is made of the 
Stars of Venus and Diana, which 
two Signs or Characters put toge- 
ther, produce that which ſignifies 
Mercury; for if the Character of 
horned Diana [e, is placed upon 
that of Venus [h it yields a Cha- 
racter in this Form 8. But I o- 
mit it, left I ſhould be thought 

pre- 


XIV To the READER. 


prefumptuous in endeavouring to 
explain, what I own I am not Ma- 
ſter of. £ 

Should this my well-intended 
Labour meet with Approbation: 
Pll continue it with Pleaſure; and 
in Cafe the prefent Work fhould 
any ways be wanting in Exacti- 
tude, PII ufe all Endeavours to 
make amends in the next. 
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PREFACE 


| Of the AuTuor of the 


COMMENTARY, 


Tranſlated from the French. 
ADVE RTISE ME NTa | 
. NE is fufficiently. perfuaded, that 
i there are already too many Books 
PFS. which treat of the Hermetick Phi- 
loſophy; and that unlef one would 


write of this Science plain, Without Equivoca- 
sion, and without. Lllegory, Cwhich none of the 
z g n Sages 


Th PREFACE. 
42 we ever doy) it. would be 3 to res 
n filent, than to fil the World with new 
Works, which rather ferve to clog, the Spirit 

l * Minds) of thofé who apply t (clits to 
7 prera into he Philofophick, My An 

o put then in the tri Way, 7 t 

ite defired End, to which they afpire. Tis 

_ for this Reaſen that it has been thought, that 
ge to diiterpret 4 Pood Author, who treats of this. 
fublime Philofophy with Solidity, would be more 
ufeful to the Children of the Science, than fimé 
new Parabolical Production, adorned with {ome 
of the moft ingenious’ Expreffions, which. ie 


| Po D Eon to Frame when. they treat of this 


Seat Art, or rather, when they write only. ta 
i ee known, to thofè shat poffe/s the Magiſte- 
ry like whemyclves, or to thofe that feck it, 
‘that they have had the good Fortune to arrive = 
to the Poſſeſſion thereof: Indeed moft part of 
the Philofopbers which hade wrote thereof, have 
done it rather to fpeak of the good Succe/s wheres 
with God has: bleffed their Work, than to give 
the neceffary Toft 60 thofe whe give them- 
[elves 
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Th PRE FACE. vii 
felves to the Study of this facred Science. This 
és fo true, that moft of them don’t ſo much 
as make any Difficulty of ouming fincerely, that 
that. has been their chief View, when they 

sa A ™ Matter. 


The little Theat which bins the Title; 
The ANTIENT WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
has without any Contraditlion deferved the dp- 
probation of all the Sages [or mile Men] and 
of thofè, who have any Knowledge of the Her- 
metick Philofeply. It is written by Way of a 
Dialogue, in a very plain aud natural Style, 
which bears every Way the marks of Truth ; 
Ter notwithfanding its Plainne/s, it is not want= 
ing of Profundity, and to be folid in its Rea- 
Jining, as alfo convincing in its Proofs’; in {ich 
a manner, that there is not one Word, but what 
carries its Sentence, and on which there angie 
‘aid be made a long Commentary, 


` This Work was compofed in the German 


Tete by a true Philofopher, whofe Name is 
(a) wnknown. 


viii Ibe PREFACE. © 2 
lo. el in Pree e Lepik 
in the Year of amr Lord 1c. Faber of 
Montpeillor rd it into Latin : ad 4# 
was from this Latin ¶ Ediniav J. thashe French 
Tranjlation uras dale, which ones Prin at 
Paris by d Houry, and put at the End of 
[rhe Bea called] the French: Tarba, of the 
Word loft behind [verbum diniflym] und xf 
Drehallius, which ragerher make up one Vos 
Yume. But whether Faber did not well un- 
derfland the German Tongue, or elſe did an 
papel falfify the Original. So itis, that there 
arein thefe two Tranfplutions corrupted Pafagery 
svhich axe fo manifafily fale. sha they haue 
accented, that many haue c , ed this Lisle 
Work, although åt ſcenied 8 be 
very much efegmed, 


As Trash. and Kufa a,. dost toi 
gether i in one Sued, und becaufe ót mac 
eaſy to judge that theſe Tran ſlations were 
not done faithfully, a Philofopher f ex- 
traordinary Knowledge and Merit, did, 


fer 


Tk PREFACE Kix 
for to fatisfy bis Curiofity ix this Point, 
give bimfelf the Trouble, of feeking nps 
wards of ten Tears for to find the Ger- 
man Original of this little Freatife, and 
having at laf found it, can d it to be 
exay tranflated into Latin. This new 
Tranflation istaken from that Copy, and 
done with al pofable Fidelity, The Good- 
nefs of the Original may be feen here, I) 
the truth which evidently appears in divers 
Places which have been reflored [to its for- 
mer Senfe,| which: were not only alter d, 
but quite changed, One may judge of this 
by the Paffage marked thirty-four, where 
the firft Franſtation fays, like the Latin 
of Faber, Mercurium noftrum nemo af- 
fequi potek ; nifi ex mollibus octo cor- 
poribus neque ullum abfque altero pa- 
rari poteft. No Body can attain to our 
Mercury, otherways than out of the 
eight ſoft Bodies, nor can the one be 
prepared without the other. This Trea- 
tife needed no other Thing, to be defpifed 

b (a2) y 


xx. Th PRE FACE. 
by thofe that have a fuficient Knowledge : 
of the beginning of the | Philaſophick] 
Work, in order to diſtinguiſb what is true, . 
from that which is falfe :. The learned, 
however, did eaſily judge, that fuch a capi- 
tal Fault as that could not come from a. 

true Fhiloſopher, who otberways gives 
fuficiently to kuow that he has perfedly | 
underſtood the Magiflery : But there was 
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to 
diſcover the Truth, and one. that was as 
capable as the aforefaid, to make fo great 
a fearch. for ta find the Original of this 
Mork; without which it was impoſiole to 
re- effabliph the true Senfe thereof. | 


The place jufl now mentioned, was nor 
the only one, that wanted to be amended. 
If one takes the Pains to compare this 
new Franflation with the former, there 
will appear a very great Difference, and 
many material CorreGions. - The paſſage 
thirty-five is nat ome of the leafl, and 


rij . 
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The PREFACE. xxi 
es this Tranflation has been done from 
the new [or laff | Latin Copy, without ever 
looking upon that which was already print- 
ed in French, it bas been a pleafure to re. 


mark in conrfe, all what was not conform z3 
to the fame, 


Thé Words and entire Phrafes, that have 
been added in fome places in the preſent, 
to make it join more natural, or to render 
the Senfe more perfect, are placed betwixt 
two Crotches (), in order to diflinguifh - 
what is, and what is not in the Text, to 
which the Author of this Tranſtation has 
kept himſelf extreamly clofe: By Reafon 
that the leaſt Addition, to a Matter of 
this Nature, may make a confderable Al- 
teration [or Change] and Occafon great 
. 


Be iis al fhe Solidity of this Trea- 
did very well deferve the Pains ` 
Er. have been taken to make a Commen- 


127 
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tary thereupon, to make it more imelkgi- 
ble to the Children of the Art, [or Sci- 
‘ence 3] becaufe it is a Treatiſe that m] 
fiand them inſfrad of all others. And as 
the Method of a Dialogue is the moft pro- 
per for to explain, and for to make pal- 
pable the fublimeft Truths, it has been 
made Ufe of here, and that with the more 
Reafon, in that the Author, upon which 


this Commentary bas been made, has write 


ten in the fame manner. The Diatogne 
of Eudoxe and Pyrophile, which explains 
that [Dialogue] of the Stone, with Gold, 
and with Mercury, unfolds the chiefeg 


| Diffcalties by its Queflions, aud by the 


Anſwers which are made thereto about the 
moſt material [or effential] Points of the 
Hermetick Philgfophy, 


The Cyphers which are on the Margin 
of thefe two Dialogues, are to remark 
the places which are alike iu the frf Dia- 
logue, and the Second in which they are 

explained, 


~ 
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Te PREFACE. xxitt 
explained. There is to be feen in this 
Work an entire Conformity of Sentiments 
with the fir f Mafters of this Philofephy, 
as well as with the mofi learned that haus 
written in the latter Ages ; fo that there 
may hardly be found a Treatefe nen this 
Matter, (bow great focwcr the Number 
thereof may be,) which is clearer, an 
more fincere than the prafent, and which 
in Courfe could be more uſeful to fuch at 
apply themfelves to Study this Science, and 

tho other ways hape all the Qualifications — 

both of the Mind, and of the Body, which 
eur Philofophy requires of thofe who defire 

te make fome Fregræſs therein. 


The Commentary, vill doubtlefs, be als 
lowed to be fo much the better in that it ir 
wot diffuledly, as almof all Commen- 
taries are: That it does nat tench upe 
on any other Places than thaſe which may 
be need ſul to be explained: and that it does 
in no way deviate from the Subjed , bat 


iir Te PREFACE: 

as thefe fort of Writings are not fit for 
thofe who have not yet gotten a Spark of 
the fecret Philoſophy, the cleareft ſghted 
will eafily find, that it has been thought 
better to skip ſeveral Things, vhich per- 
baps might have deſer ved an Interpreta- 
tion, than to explain generally all what 
might jet cauſe fome Difficulty to the young 
neers in this great Art. 


As the frf of thefe Dialogues tells the 

Victory of the Stone, and the other ex- 

plains the Reafons, and fhews the Founda: 
tion. of its Triumph : It feemed that this 

Book could not appear under a more pro. 

per Title, than that of the Hermetical 
Triumph: Or, The Victorious Philofo- 

phical Stone. Ne othing remains to be faid, 

except that the Author of the Tranfla- 

tion (who zs likwife the fame of the Come 

-mentary, and of the Letter which is at 
the End of this Book) has bad no other In- 

6 or. View ix this, but to manifeſt t hs 
Truth 


Th PREFACE. xxv 
Truth to thofe who afpire to the Knowledge 


of it, from fuch Motives as are proper to 
the true Children of the Science : He alfo 


declares, and protefis fincerely, that be 


defires with all his Heart, that thofe who 
are fo unfortunate as to lofe their time 
in working with foreign or diftant Mat- 
ters, may find themſelves enlightned by reada 
ing this Book, in order to know the true 
and only Matter of the Philofophers ; and 
that thoſe who know the fame already, but 
are ignorant of the great Point, viz. the 


Solution of the Stone, and the Coagulati- 


on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the 
Body, which is the Ter [or End] of the 
Univerfal Medicine, may here learn thofe 


fecret Operations, which are bere diſtinctij 


enough defcribed for them. 


The Author bas not thought proper to 
write in Latin, becaufe be could not he- 
lieve, like many others, that to treat o 


theſe bigh Myſteries in a vulgar Tongue, 


isto reveal them: He has followed the 
(b) Example 


Feri Th PREFACE. 


Example of feveral Philoſophers, who were 
reſolved, that their Work | or Treatiſe] 
fhould bear the | faid] Character of their 
Country. His firft Defign has likewife been 
to be ufeful to bis Countrymen, not doubt- 
ing, but that if this Treatife ſbould appear 
to the Difciples of Hermes to have any 
deferts, there would be found ſuch as will 
tranflate it into [uch a Language as they 
pleaſe. 
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THE 


General Explication 
OF THE 


EMBLE ME, 


Tranflated from the French. 


IPR) T ought not to be expected to find here 
a2 particular Explication, fuch as fhould 
1 undraw the Curtains which are ſpread 
25 —. over the philoſophick Enigma, for to 
ew the Truth quite naked; for if that 
were [done], there would remain nothing more to 
be done but to burn all the Writings of the Philoſo- 


phers: The Wife would not have any more Advan- 


tage over the Ignorant; the one and the other would 
be equally skilled in this wonderful Art. 

Ir ought therefore to be thought fufficient to fee 
in this Figure, as in a Looking-Glafs, the Abridge- 
ment of the whole fecret Philofophy, which is con- 
tained in this little Book, in which all the Parts of 


this Emblem are explained as clear as it is permitted 


to be done, 
THOSE 


Tuos E that are initiated in the Philofophick My- 
fteries, will eafily and prefently comprehend the Senfe 
which is hid under this Figure. But thoſe who have 
not thefe Lights, muft here confider in general a mu- 
tual Correfpondence betwixt the Heavens and the. 
Earth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like 
the fecret Ties of this Philofophical Union. 

| Tuey will ſee in the Practice of the Worck, two 
parabolical Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing] 
themſelves ſecretly together, Bat Birth to the my- 
fterious Triangular Stone, which is the Foundation 
of the Art. i s 
T Ex will ſee a fecret and natural Fire, of which 
the Spirit penetrating the Stone, fublimes it in Va- 
pours, who condenſe themſelves in the Veſſel. 

TuHeEy will fee what Efficacy the ſublimed Stone 
receives of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father 
and Mother, of whom it inherits preſently its firſt 
Crown of Perfection. ä 

‘Trey will fee in the Continuation of the Pra- 
tice, [or in the Progreſs of the Work,] that the Art 
gives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perfe- 
ction, by the Converſion of Elements, and by the 
Extraction and the Depuration of the Principles, by 
which it becomes to be that myſterious Rod of Mer- 
cury, which operates [or performs] fuch furprifing 
Metamorphoſings. n 

THEY will fee that this fame Mercury, as a Phe- 
nix, who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives bv 
the Magiftery to the laft Perfection of the fixed Sul- 

bur of the Philoſophers, which gives it a ſovereigg 

ower over the three Genders [or Reigns] of Na. 
ture; of which the three-fold Crown (upon which 
is fet for this Purpofe the Hieroglyphick Figure of 
the World) is the moft material [or eſſential] Cha- 


racter. 
THE 


EE 
2 8 75 E OPorarorarorororerener ere. 
ANCIENT WAR 


7 O R, 
A Discourse between the Stone 
of the Philofophers, and Gold, and Mera 
cury. Concerning the true Matter from 
whence thofe who are acquainted witlr 
the Secrets of Nature; may make the Phi- 
Lofophical Stone, according to the Rules of 
a proper Prattice, and by the help of Lu- 


Compofed Originally in. the Ger- 
mas Tongue by a very able Philoſopher, 
and newly N from the Latin intq 
“French, now from the French render d 
into Engli. T agan g 


5a HE Subject of this Difcourfe is 

re WG a Diſpute which Gold and Afer- 
E cury had one Day with the Stone 
of the Philofophers. See here in 
what manner a true Philofopher ſpeake, (who 
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is arrived at the Poſſeſſion of this great Se- 
cret.) 
I proteft unto you before God, ‘and up- 
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with 
a fincere Heart, touch’d with Compaffion 
for thofe who have been a long while in 
this great Search; and (I give you notice,) 
al you who Efteem this wonderful Art, that 
1. our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) from 
one only thing, and that in this thing the 
Work finds its Perfection, without having 
need of any other thing whatſoever, but to 
2, be diſſolved (*) and coagulated, which it 
muſt do of it ſelf, without the Aſſiſtance 
of any foreign Thing. 
When we put Ice into a Veſſel placed on 
the Fire, we fee that the Heat makes it di- 
3. folve into Water; () we muft ufe the fame 
way with our Stone, which only wants the 
help of the Artift, the Operation of his 
4. Hands, and the Action of the (*) natural 
Fire: For it will never be diſſolved of it ſelf, 
though it ſnould remain for ever on the 
Earth, ’tis for that reaſon we muſt aſſiſt it; 
in ſuch a manner, however, that we add no- 
thing to it, which is foreign or contrary to 
it. 
uſt as God produces the Corn in the 
Fields, and that it afterwards belongs to us 
ts 
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to reduce it into Meal, to knead it, and 
make Bread of it: In like manner our Art 
requires us to do the fame thing (*). God 


has created us this Mineral; to the end, that 


we fhould take it by it ſelf, that we fhould 
uncompound or diflolve the Compofition of 
the groſs and thick Body; that we fhould 
feparate and take for our felves whatever 
pood it enclofes inwardly, that we reject 
what it has of ſuperfluous, and that out of 
à (mortal) Poifon, we learn to make a (So- 
vereign) Medicine. 

To give you a more perfect underſtand- 
ing of this agreeable Difcourfe ; I will recite 


to you the Difpute which arofe between 


the Stone of the Philofophers, Gold, and 
Mercury; ſo that thofe who have a long 
time apply’d themſelves to the fearch (of 
our Art,) and who know how we ought 
to deal with (*) Metals and Minerals, 
may be thereby ſufficiently informed how 
to arrive directly at the End which they 


i 
3 
$: 


propofe to themſelves. “Tis neverthelefs . 


neceſſary, that we fhould apply our ſelves 
to know, (*) exteriorly, and interiorly the 
Eſſence and the Properties of all things 
which are on the Earth, and that we pene- 
trate into the Profundity of the Operations, 
which Nature is capable o. 


B 2 The 
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The RECITAL. 
Gold and Mercury went one Day with an 
armed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) fub- 
due the Stone. Gold animated with Fury, 


begun to fpeak thus: 


a GOLD. 
How have you the Boldnefs to raife your 


ſelf above me, and my Brother Mercury, 


and to pretend a Preference before us; you 


8. who are only a (*) Worm (ſwollen) with 


Poiſon? Do you not know that I am the 
moft precious, the moft durable, and the 
‘chief of all the Metals? (know you not) 
that Monarchs, Princes; and Nations, do 
alike make all their Riches to confift in me, 
and in my Brother Mercury, and that you 
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enem 

of Men, and of Metals; fo that the (mo 

able) Phyficians ceafe not to publiſh. and 
extol the (ſingular) Vertues which I poffefs 


9. ( to give (and preferve) Health to al the 


World $ 


The STONE. 

To theſe Words (ſull of Anger) the 
Stone anſwer' d, (without being moved, ) 
my dear Gold, why are you. not rather 

i angry 
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angry with God, and why do you not ask 
him, for what Reaſons he has not created 
in you what is found in me? 


GOLD. | 

Tis God himfelf who has given me the 
Honour, the Reputation, and the glitterin 
Brightnefs, which renders me ſo eftimable, 
: is for that Reafon 3 am ſo ſearched 
or by every one. One of m teft Per- 
adios is to be a Metal e in 
the Fire, and out of the Fire: So all the 
World loves me, and runs aſter me; but 
you, you are only a (*) Fugitive, and a yo, 
Cheat, that abufes all Men: This is feen ` 
in that, that you fly away and efcape out 
of the Hands of th k who work with you. 


The STONE. 
Tis true, my dear Gold, tis God who 
has given you the Honour, the Durability, 
and the Beauty, which makes you preci- 
ous; tis for that Reafon that you are 
obliged to return (eternal) Thanks (to the 
divine Bounty,) and not to defpife others 
as you do; for Ican tell you, that you 
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of 
the Philofophers make mention; (*) but 
that Gold is hidden in my Boſom. Tis . 
B 3 true, 


6 
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true, Lown it, I flow in the Fire, (and 
I abide not there,) neverthelefs you v 

well know, that God and Nature have gi~ 
ven me this Quality, and that this muft 
be fo; for as much as my Fluidity turns to 
the. advantage of the Artift, who knows 


(*)) the way how to extract it; know, ne- 


vertheleſs, that my Soul remains conſtant in 
me, and that fhe is more ſtable, and more 
fixt than you are, altogether Gold as you 
are, and more than are all your Brothers, 
and all your Companions are. Neither Wa- 
ter, nor Fire, be they what they will, 


can deſtroy her, nor confume her; though. 


F 


they fhould act upon her during as long a 
time as the World fhall laft. o 
Tis not then my Fault if I am fought for 
by Artiſts, who know not how they ought 
to work with me, nor in what way I ought 
to be prepar d. They often mix me with 
foreign Things, which are (intirely) con- 
trary to me. They add to me Water, 
Powders, and fuch other like things, which 
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties 
which are effential to me; fo that there ts 


hardly found one in a Hundred (*) who 


Works with me. They all apply them- 
ſelves to fearch out the (Truth of the) Art 
in you, and in your Brother Adereury ; 

| tis 
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tis for that Reafon that they all err, and 
tis therein that their Works are falfe. They 
are themfelves a (good) Example of it; for 
tis unprofitably that they employ their 
Gold, and that they endeavour to deſtroy it; 
there remains nothing to them from all that, 
but extreme Poverty, to which they fee 
themfelves at laſt reduc’d. 

Tis you, Gold, who art the fiſt cauſe 
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know, 
that without me it is impoffible to make 
any Gold, or any S#ver, which fhall be 
perfect, and that it is I alone who have 
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there- 
fore do you permit almoſt all the whole 
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope-. 
rations upon you, and upon Mercury? If 
you had yet any remainder of Honefty, 
you'd hinder Men from abandoning them- 
ſelves to a moft certain Loſs; but as (inſtead 
thereof) you do quite the contrary, I may 
with Truth maintain, that it is you only 
who are a Cheat. | 


GOLD. 

I will convince you by the Authority 
of the Philofophers, that the Truth of the 
Art may be accomplifhed with me. Read 
Hermes, he fays thus: . The Sun is its Fa- 

B 4 ce ther 
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14. ther, and the Moon (*) its Mother; now 


Tam the only one which they compare to 
the Sun. 

Ariſtotle, Avicenny Plity, Serqpiom, Hippos 
crates, Didſcorides, Meſue, Rafis, Averroes, 
Geber, Raymund Luky, Albertus Magnus, 
Arnold ot Villa Nova, Thomas Aquinas, 
and a great Number of other - Philofophers,, 
whom I pafs by in Silence, that I may riot 
be long, do all write clearly and diſtinctly, 
that the Metals and the (phyfical) Tinc- 
ture, are not made but of Sulphur and of 


15. Mercury, (*) that this Sulphur ny to be- 


red, incumbuftible, ſtedſaſtly refifting the 
Fire; and that the Mercury ought to be 
clear, [or bright, ] and well purify’d. In 
this manner t ey {peak without any referve ; 
they name me openly by my proper Name, 
and fay, that in Gold, (that is to fay in me) 
there is found the red digefted, fixt, and 
incumbuſtible Sulphur ; which is true, and 
very evident; for there is no Body who 
does not know well, that Iam a Metal, 
the moft durable (and unalterable) that I 
am endowed with a perfect Sulphur, and in- 
tirely fixt, over which the Fire has no 
power. 

Mercury was of the ſame Opinion with 
Gold, he approv d of his Diſcourſe, — 

Taine 
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tained that all which his Brother faid was 
true, and that the Work might be perfects 
ed after the manner which the Phslofapher$ 
herein above-cired have written, He added 
alfo, that every one (fufhciently) knew 
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip there 
was between Gold and him, preferably be- 


fore all the other Metals; that there was 
no Body who could not eafily judge theres. 


of by the Teftimony of his own Eyes, 
that the Gold(miths, and other fuch like 
Artificers knew very well, that when they 
would gild any work, they could not do 
without (a mixture of) Gold and Adercary, 
and that they make a Conjunction of them 
ina very {mall time, without difficulty, and 
with yery little Labour ; what ought not 
to be hop d for with more Time, more Las 
bour, and more Application? 


The STONE. 

At this Difcourfe, the Stone begun to 
Laugh, and told them, in Truth you dea 
ſerve both the one and the other of yous 
that they fhould jeer you, and ou Demons 
ftration ; but it is you Gold that J ſtill the 
more admire at, ſeeing that you are fo much 
conceited of your ſelf, for having the ad- 
vantage eh you hayg to be good for 


fome 


16, 
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ſome certain Things. Can you be per- 
{waded that the ancient Philoſcphers did write 
as they have done, in a Senſe which fhould 
be underſtood in a common Way? And do 
you believe that one ought plainly to inter- 
pret their Words according to the Letter? 


I am certain, that the Philofophers, and the 
Artiſts, whom I cited, have not written a 
Lie. They are all of the fame Sentiment 
concerning the Vertue which I poſſeſs t 
Tis very true that there are found fome 
who would fearch in Things quite diftant, 
for the Power and the Properties which 
are in me. They have workt on certain 
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines, 
on Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this 
Nature; thoſe have without doubt ftray’d 
from the true way, and have fometimes 
written Falſhoods: But it is not fo of thofe 
Matters whom [have named. We have 
certain Proofs,. that they effectually poſſeſt 
this (great) Art; “tis for that Reafon that 
we ought to giye credit to their Writings. 


The STONE. 
I do not make any doubt at all of (thofe 
Philofophers) haying had an intire Know- 
ledge 


TRIUMPH. 
ledge of the Art; excepting, neverthelefs, 


fome of thofe whom you have alledged; 
for there are among them, though a very 


few, ſome who knew it not, and have only 


written what they have heard People fay 
of it: But when they (the true Philofophers) 
plainly name Gold and Mercury, as the 


principles of the Art, they oy make 


Uſe of theſe Terms thereby to hide the 
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and from 
thoſe who are unworthy (of this Science;) 
for they very well know that fuch (vul- 
g) Wits mind only the Names of things, 
the Receipts, and the Proceffes which they 
find written, without examining whether 
there be any (folid) Foundation in what 
they put into Practice. But the wife Men, 
and thofe who read (good Books) with 
Application and Exactneſs, conſider all 
Things with Prudence, examine how con- 
fonant and how agreeing one Thing {is 
with another; and by theſe means they 
penetrate into the Foundation (of the Art,) 
fo thar by Reafoning, and by Meditation, 
they difcover (at length) what the matter 
of the Philofophers is, among whom there 
is not any one to be found who would fhow 
it, or make it known openly, and by its 
proper Name. 

They 
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They declare themfelves plainly about it, 
when they tell ye, that they never reveal 
55 (of the Secret) of 5 than when 
they ſpeak openly, and in the common wa 
i (ol. on 5 But (they affirm) on 55 
17. Contrary. (T), that when they uſe Simili- 

tuces, Figures, and Parables, it is in. Truth 

in thoſe places (of their Writings) that they 

difclofe their Art; for (the Philofophers) af- 

ter having difcours’d of Gold and Mercury, 

fait not of declaring afterward and aſſuring 

us, that their Gold is not the common Sof 

(or Gold) and that their Mercury is not the 
common Mercury; fee here the Reaſon. 

Gold is a perfect Metal, which by Rea- 

x {on of its Perfection (which Nature has gi- 

ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to 

x a more perfect Degree; fo that in what way 

»foever one may work with Gold, whatever 

~ Artifice one makes ufe of; though one 

ſhould Extract its Colour (and tts Tine 

» ture) a hundred Times, the Artift will 

never make more Gold, and fhall never tinge 

* a greater Quantity of Metal, than there was 

of Colour and Tinéture in the Gold (from 

whence it fhall have been Extracted 3) for 

this Reafon it is that the Philofophers fay, 

8. that we ought to feek Perfection (*) in 

the imperfect Things, and that we ſhall find 

it 


TRIUMPH. 
it there. You may read in the Rofary 
what I have told you here. Raymund, Lully, 
whom fyou have cited to me, is of the fame 
Sentiment, (he aſſures) that, that which 
ought to be made better, ought not to be 
perfeck; becauſe in what is perfect, there is 
nothing to be changed; and one fhall ſooner 
deſtroy its Nature, (than add any Thing te 
its Perfection). 6 


GOLD. 


I am not ignorant, that the Philoſophers 
{peak after this manner; yet this may be 


13 


apply d to my Brother Mercury, who is 
as yet imperfect; but if one join both of 


us together, he then receives from me the 
perfection (which he wants:) For he is of 
the Feminine Sex, and I am of the Maſculine 
Sex; which makes the Philofophers fay, that 
the Art is one quitehomogeneal Thing. You 
fee an Example hereof in (the Procreation 
of) Men, for there can no Child be Born 
without (the Copulation of) Male and Fe- 
male; that is to fay, without the Conjun- 
ction of the one with the other. We have 
the like Example thereof in Animals, and 
in all living Beings. | 


, The 
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The STONE. 

Tis true, your Brother Mercury is ini: 
19. perfect (X), and by conſequence he is not 
the Mercury of the wife. So though you 
fhould be join’d together, and one fhould 
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courfe 
of many Tears, to endeavour to unite you 
parry to one another, there will always 
appen (the fame Thing, namely, ) that as 
foon as the Mercury feels the Action of 
Fire, it ſeparates it (lf from you, it is fub- 
limed, it flies away, and leaves you alone 
below. That if one diſſolve you in Aqua- 

fortis, if one reduce you into one onl 
(Maſs), if one melt you, if one diſtil you, 
if one coagulate you, you will never pro- 
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red 
Precipitate: That if one make a Projection 
of this Powder on an imperfect Metal, it 
tingcs it not; but one nds as much Gold as 
one put therein at the beginning, and yout 
Brother Mercury quits you and flies away. 
See here, cheſe are the Experiments, which 
thoſe who apply themſelves to the Searcli 
of Chymifiry have made: to their great Da- 
mage, during a long Train of Years : See 
alfo (where there endeth) all the Knowledge 
which they have acquired by their Works. 

, But 


TRiumpu. 
But becaufe there is a Saying of the Anci- 
ents, whereof you would make ufe to your 


Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire). 


homogeneal Thing; that no Child can be 
Born without Male and Female; and that 


15 


you imagine to your ſelf, that the Philofm 


phers do thereby intend to {peak of you and 
your Brother Mercury; I ought to tell you 


(plainly) that this is falfe, and that it is 
underitood much amifs concerning you, 
though in-the fame Places the Philofopbers 
{peak fincerely, and tell the Truth. I make 
it known to you, that here (*) lies the cor- 
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid, 
and at which many Thoufands of Men have 
ftumbled. | 
Can you well imagine to your ſelf, 
that it fhould be the fame (*) with Me- 
tal, as with Things which have Life. 
There happens to you in this, that which 
happens to all falfe Artiſts: For when you 
read (fuch like Paſſages) in the Philofophers, 


ad 


20. 


Į 


you apply not your felves any more to exa- 


mine them, to endeavour to diſcover whe- 
ther (ſuch Expreſſions) ſquare and agree to- 
ther, or no, with What has been ſaid be- 
fore, or what is faid afterward : Yet (you 
ought to know) that ail which the Philoſa- 
phers have written in figurative Terms p 
the 
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the Work, ought to be underftood of me 
only, and of no other Thing which is in 
the World ; becaufe there is only me who 
can perform that which they fay, and that 
22. () without me it is impoffible to make 
any true Gold, or any truc Silver. 


GOLD. 


Good God ! have you no Shame of 
telling fo great a Lie? And do you not 
think you commit a Sin, in boafting your 
felf to ſuch a Height, as to dare to attri- 
bute to your ſelf alone, all which ſo many 
wiſe and knowing Men have written of 

this Art, for fo many Ages; you who are 
only a thick, impure, and poiſonous Mat- 
.. a. ter: And you acknowledge, notwithſtand- 
ing this, that this Art is all one (perfectly) 
~Homogeneal Thing? You fay further, 
that without you, one can make no true 
Gold, nor true Silver, as being an uni- 

23. verfal Thing (*). (Is there not a mani- 
-feft Contradiction there ?) For as much 

as many knowing Perſons have applied them- 
elves with fo much Care and Exactneſs to 
thofe (curious) Searches, which thev have 
‘made, that they have found out other ways 
(vi. Procefles) which they call Particulars, 

| Ea from 
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tulars, from which, nevertheleſs, one may 
draw great Gain. 

The STONE 

My dear Gold, be not ſurpriſed at what 
Iam going to tell you, and be not fo im- 
prudent as to impute a Lie to me; to me, 
who am () older than you: If fo be I 24: 
were indeed miftaken in this Point, you'd 
have Reafon to excufe my (great) Age ; 
fince you are hot Ignorant 125 old Age 
thould be reſpected. | : 

But to convince you that I have ſpoken 
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour, I 
will rely on no other but (the Authority) 
of the fame Matters whom you have quo- | 
ted, and whom for that Reafon you have 
no Right to refufe. (For Inftance,) Her- 
mes in particular fays thus: It is true with- 
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that 
which is below, is like unto that which is 
above; and that which is above, is like un- 
to that which is below; (*) ’tis by thefe 25. 
Things that one may make the Miracles of 
one only Thing: 

Aristotle ſays: O how admirable is this 
Thing, which contains in it ſelf all Thi 
which we have need of. It kills it fale, 
and afterwards it reaſſumes a Life of it felf ; 
eee ee C (*) it 


A 
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x 26. () it efpoufes it felf ; it impregnates it 
ſelf; it is born of it ſelf, it diſſolves it fef ` 
in its own Blood; it coagulates it ſelf agair 
with it, and takes a hard Conſiſtence; it 
makes it ſelf White, and it rubifies it ſelf, of 
it ſelf; we add nothing more to it, an 
we change nothing in it, except that wo 
ſeparate the Groffne/s and the Terreſtreity. 
Plato {peaks of me in this manner: It 
is one only ſingle Thing, of one and the 

37. fame Species in it felf; (“) it has a Body, 

a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, 
over which it has Dominion. It wants no- 
thing; it has no need of other Bodies; 
for it ingenders it felf; all Things are from 

it, by it, in it. . 

I could here bring you many other Teſti- 
monies; but it being unneceſſary, I pas, 
them over in Silence, that I may not be, 
tedious. However, fince you happen to, 

~~a {peak to me of (Proceffes, or) Particulars, , 
I'll explain to you in what they differ 
82. (from the Art) (*), fome Artifts who have 
wrought with me, have carried on their 
Works fo far, that they ſucceeded fo far as 
to feparate from me my Spirit, which con- 
tains my Tincture ; fo that mixing it with o-— 
ther Metals and Minerals they arriv d thus far, 
that they communicated a ſmall part of my . 
: ö Vertues, 


D 
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| Vertues, and of my Power to fuch Metals ~ 
as have fome Affinity and Friendfhip with 
me. Yet thefe Artifts who have fucceeded 
in this way, and who have indeed found 
one Part (of the Art,) are really but a ve- 
ry ſmall Number: But as they knew not 
) the Original whence the Tindtures 29. 
tome; it was impoſſible for them to carry 
on their Works beyond that; and at the 
(fing up of their Accounts, they have 
no vaft Profit in their Proceeding. 
But if thefe Artifts had carried on their 
Searches further, and that they had well 
examined which is the (*) Wife who is 30. 
proper for me; and that they had ſought 
for her, and united me with her; I fen `, 
could have ting’d a thouſand Times (more ;) 
Webut (inſtead of that) they entirely deftroy- 
A dd my own Nature, by mixing me with 
Aforeign Things; tis truly for that Caufe, 


* he making up of their Accounts, 
« tity have found {ome Gain; however, but 


* t, in compariſon of the great Pow- 
er which is in me; tis apparent, never- 
theleſs, that (this Gain) ddi not proceed, 
nor had its Original, but from me, and not 
© from any other Thing whatſoever, (where- 
- with I might be mixed.) 


ft ajg’e 


C 2 GOLD. 


20 The HERMETICAL 


3 


GOLD. re 


a | , $ 
What you have ſaid & no ſufficient Proof 


for though the Philofophers {peak of onë Oñ- zy 


they would give us to underftand the (Phy- 
fical) Tincture 5 at fuch time when the x 
fame has been carried on to its higheſt (Per- 
fection) which is the Point they aim at; ~ 
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be 
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and ~ 


of my Brother who is the Mercury, as be- 


m= 


ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the 
Female Seed ; as has been faid before: For 
after we have been fufficiently cook’d, and 
tranſmuted jnto a Tincture, we are then 
both the one and the other (together) the 
one only Thing which the Philofophers 
ſpeak of. 


The STONE. 


That goes not as you fancy; I have 
already told you before, that no true Uni- 
on can be made of you two; for you are 


not one only Body, (*) but two Bodies x 


together; and confequently you are contra- 
ry, confidering the Foundation of Nature : 
' 5 but 
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eee = 117 I have an (*) imperfect 32. 
» Body, a ſtedfaſt Soul, a pęenęenuing I in- 
** Güte. I have, befides this, a clear, tranſpa- 
A d, volatile, and moveable Mercury: And 
I can operate all thofe (great) Things, which 
«you boaft of with you both, and which 
however you are not able to perform: For 
tis I who carry the 179 Gold, and 
ax the Afercury of the wife [Men] in my Bo- 
ſom; wherefore the Philofophers ({peaki 
of me) fay, our Stone (*) is Inviſible, an 33. 
‘it is not poſſible to attain to the Poſſeſſion 
of our Mercury, any otherway than by 
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one 34. 
cannot receive without the other the (re- 
quiſite) Perfection. 6 
Tis for this Reaſon that there is no other 
but only my ſelf, who poſſeſſes a Male and 
2 Female Seed, and who is (at the ſame 
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al- 
fo am I call’d an Hermaphrodite. Richardus 
Anglicus witneſſes of me, faying, the firft 
Matter of our Stone is call’d Rebis (twice ~ 
a Thing) that is to fay, a Thing which 
received from Nature a double occult 
Property, which is the Reafon that the 
Name of Hermaphrodite is given to it, as if 
one would fay, a Matter, whereof it is dif- 
ficult to be able to diftinguifh the Sex (and 
C 3 to 
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to diſcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fe- 


male, it inclining equally to both Sides: 


The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore made 
of a Thing which is (*) the Water Bad ; 


the S ig the Body. 


This has given Occafion to the ſaying, 


that this Medicine has deceived a great 
Number of Fools, by Reaſon of the Mul- 


titude of Ænigma's (under which it is hid;) 
nevertheleſs this Art requires but one only 
Thing, which is known by every one, and 
which many do with for; and the whole 
isa Thing, which has not its equal in the 


World; (*) it is however cheap, and to 


be had at a ſmall Expence: It ought not 
to be deſpiſed for that; for it makes and 
perfects wonderful Things. 

Alanus the Philofopher ſays, you that work 


in this Art, ought to have a firm and con- 


ſtant Application of Mind to your Work, 
and not go about to try ſometimes one 
Thing, ſometimes another. The Art con- 
ſiſts not in a Plurality of Species; but in 
the Body, and in the Spirit. Oh! how 
true it is, that the Medicine of our Stone 
is one Thing, one Veſſel, one Conjuncti- 


on. All the Artifice begin? by one Thing, 


and ends by one Thing, altho’ thePhilofe- 
pers, with a Deſign to conceal this (great 


TRIUMPH. 
Art) defcribe feveral ways, viz. a continual 
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Conjunction, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a 


Deſiccation, and as many other (Ways and 
Operations) more, as may be jnamed by diffe- 
rent Names: But (*) the Diffolution of the 
Body is not made, but in its own Blood. 


372 


Geber ſays thus: There is a Sulphur in 


the Profundity of Mercury, which cooks it, 
and which agel it in the Vein of the 


Mines, during a very long time. Thus you 


fee my dear Gold, that I have fully de- 


monſtrated to you, that this Sw/pbur is on- 


~ly in me; becauſe I do all my ſelf alone, 


without your help, and without that of all 
your Brothers, and of all your Compani- 
ons. I have no Need of you; but you all 
have Need of me, for as much as I can 
give Perfection to you all, and raiſe you all 
above the State, which Nature has plac’d 


you in. 
At theſe hft Words, the Gold grew fu- 


riouſly enrag d, not knowing what to an- 


ſwer any further; he conſulted (however) 
with his Brother Mercury, and they agreed 
together, that they would aſſiſt one ano- 
ther, (hoping) that they being two againſt 
our Stone, which is but one and alone, 
they sight eafily overcome it; fo that af- 
der not having been able to conquer it by 

o C 4 dif- 
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difputing, they took a Refolution to pue 
it to Death by the Sword. In this deigr 
they join’d their Forces, to make them the 
ſtronger by uniting their double Power. 
Battle was given: Our Stone diſplay d 
its Force and its Valour ; fought them both 
(* overcame them, deftroy’d them, an 
fwallowed up both the one and the other x 
in a manner that there remained no fign, 
whereby one might know what was become 
of them. i 
Thus, dear Friends, whọ have the fear 
of God before your Eyes, what I tell you 
ought to make 1 70 know the Truth, and 
illuminate your Minds as much as is necef= 
fary to underftand the Foundation of the 
reateſt and the moſt precious of all Trea- 
ures, which no Philofopher has fo clearly 
explained, difcovered, or brought to Light. 
You have then no need of any Thing 
elſe. This only remains, that you pray to 
God, that he would make you arrive at 
the Poſſeſſion of a Jewel, which is of an 
ineftimable Value. Next to this, fharpen 
your Mind, read the Writings of the Wife 
with Prudence ; work with Diligence (and 


Exactneſs, ) act not rafhly in fo precious a 


39 


„Work. (*) It’s time is ordained by Na- 
ture; in the like manner as the Fruits which 
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of 
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be up- 
right of Heart, and propofe to your felf 
(in your Work) an honeft End; other- 
wife God will grant you nothing; () 
for he doth not communicate (fo great) a 4. 
Gift, except to thofe who will make a good 
ufe of it ; and he depriveth them thereof, 
who defign to make ufe of it to commit 
Evil. I pray to God that he may give 
you his (holy) Bleſſing. Amen, 


A DIS. 
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DISCOURSE 
Eudoxus and Pyrophilus, 
= UPON THE 
ANCIENT WAR 
= OF THE | 


KNIGHTS. 


PYROPAILUVS. 
„ 908 T happy Moment, that 
e 0 brings me ſo luckily to meet 
vou here! I have for a long 
time moft earneftly with’d for 
an opportunity of entertaining 
you with the Progrefs I have made in Phi- 
lofophy, 


| 


TRIUMPH. 
ſeſopiy, by reading thofe Authors, you ad- 
bac me to read, to inſtruct me fundamen- 
tally in that Divine Science, which by way 
of Excellency is call d Philofephy, ° ° 


The feeing you thus again, gives me nq 
lefs Joy, and that will ſtill be increafed by 
Learning the Advantages you have gained 
by your Application to the Study of our 
facred Science. | | Ts 


PYRORHILUVS. 


I ſhall be indebted to you, not only for 
all that I now Know of it, but likewife for 
what I fhall hope to penetrate in the Se- 
phick, Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con- 
tinue to lend me the Affiftance of your 
Knowledge. It was you that infpired me 
with all the needful Courage, to undertake 
a Study, whofe firft Difficulties appeared 
impenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually 
to blunt the Points of Wits, rhat are moft 
acute in the fearch of hidden Truth: But 
thanks to your good Counfel, I find my 
felf but the more animated to purfue my 


> Enterprize, 


EU; 
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EVD OA VU. 

Tam pleaſed, that I have not been miſ- 
taken in the Judgment of the Character of 
your mind, you have it of the temper it 
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know- 
ledge that ſurmounts the Capacity of an 
8 Genius, and not to ſoften under 
ſo many Difficulties as renders the Sanctu- 
ary of our Philofophy almoſt unacceſſible. 
I very much applaud‘ that Force with which 
I know you have combated the ufual Dif- 
courfes of certain Wits, who think them- 
ſelves concerned in honour to treat as Whim- 
fèy and Chimera, whatever they do not un- 
derftand, becaufe they are unwilling it fhould 
be faid, that others can difcover Truths of 
which they have no Knowledge, 


PYROPHILUVUS. 

I never thought there was much Attenti- 
on due to the Reafoning of fuch as will de- 
cide in Things they underftand not; but I 
confefs to you, that had any thing been able 
to turn me from a Science, for which I 


have ever had a ftrong natural Inclination, 


it would have been that fort of Shame that 


norance hath faftned upon Inquirers into 
this Philofophy: It is really troublefome 2 


TRIUMPH. 


be obliged to hide ones Application to it; 
as one muſt either do, or pafs in the Opi- 
nion of the World, for a Man that bufies 
himfelf in vain Chimeras; but as Truth 
where-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for 
me, nothing has had the Power to divert 
me from this Study. I have read the Wri- 
. tings of a great many Philofophers, no lef 
confiderable for their Learning, than for 
their Probity ; and as it could never enter 
into my Thoughts, that ſo great Perfonages 
werefo many publick Impoftors, I would 
needs examine their Principles with ferious 
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths 
they advance, altho’ I pretend not to com- 
prehend them all. 


EUDOXUVUS. | 

You oblige me much by the futftice 
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but 
pray tell me, what Philofophers you have par- 
ticularly read, and which are thofe that have 
given you moſt Satisfaction? I contented 
my felf with recommending to you only 
fome few. | 


PYROPHILVUS. 
To reply to your demand, I fheuld 
make a long Catalogue, for I have erg 
Philo- 
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Philofophers many Years without ceafing. 1 


have fought Knowledge in its Source, I have 
read the ſmaragdine Table, the feven Chap- 


ters of Hermes with their Commentaries: 


T have read Geber, the Tarba, Rofary, Thea- 
trum, Bibliotheque, Chymical Cabinet, and par- 
ticularly Artenhius, Arnold de villa nova; Ray 
mond Lully, Trevifan, Flamel, Zacchary, and 
many others, Antient and Modern, Whom 


I᷑ name not; among others, Bgil, Valentines 


Cofmopolita, and Philalethes. . 
I aſſure you I was terribly put to it, to 
try to find the effetitial Point in which they 
all fhould agree, they making ufe of Ex- 
preflions fo differing; and often, ſeem to be 
oppofite. Some {peak of the Matter in ab- 
ſtracted Terms, others in Terms com- 
unded : Some exprefs only certain Qua- 


lies of the Matter, others ſtick upon quite 


different Properties; ſome conſider it in a 


State purely natural; others {peak of it in a 
‘State of fome of the Perfections it receives 
from Art: And all this together flings one 
into fuch a Labyrinth of Difficulties; that 
it is no wonder that moft of thofe who 
read the Philofophers, do form quite diffe- 

tent Conclufions. | a 
I did not content my felf to read the 
chief Authors you directed me to barely 
once 


TRIUMPH. 


once over; I read them over again and a- 
gain, even as often as I thought I could 
draw new Inſtructions from them, either as 
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre- 
parations whereon depends the whole Suc- 
ceſs of the Work. I have made Extracts — 
from all the beft Books. I have meditated 


Sincerity that you have always ufed towards 
me. I aſſure my felf, that after that, I ſhall 
be as much inſtructed as it is neceſſary to 
be to put my Hand to the Work; and hap- 


31 


ily to arrive at the Poſſeſſion of the greateſt 


of all thofe temporal Bleſſings, wherewith 
it pleaſes God to honour thoſe who Labour 
in his Love and Feap. 3 E U- 


32 The HERMETICAL 
sew, ““EUDOXUS. 
an. — 8 . 
Alam ready to ſatisfy your Demands; and 
fhall be very glad to hear you touch the ef 
ſential Point, whilſt Iam in the Reſolution to 
conceal nothing from you of what may ſerve 
for the Inſtruction you may think you 
want: But I believe it will be proper that 
I firt make you fome Remarks, that will 
very much contribute to clear ſome impor- 
tant Paſſages of the Tract you have men- 
tioned. E ; 
Remark then, that the term Stone is ta- 
ken in many different Acceptations, and in : 
particular with regard to the three different J 
Stations of the Work; whicli makes Ueber 
<= : fay, That there are three Stones, which are > 
the three Medicines anfwering to the three 
Degrees of Perfection of the Work; fo 
that the Stone of the firſt Order, is the 
Matter of the Philofophers perfictly purified, 
and reduced into a pure mercurial n ; 
the Stone of rhe ſecond Order, is the ſame 
Matter decocted, digefted, and fixed into 
an incombuſtible Sulphur; the Stone of the 
third Order, is the very ſame Matter fer- 
mented, multiplied, and pufhed to the kft 
Perfection of Tincture fixt, permanent, and 


tinging ; 
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tinging : And theſe thiee Stones are the 8 8 
three Medicines of the three Kinds. p os 
Remark further, that there is a great 
Difference between the Stone of the Philo- ~ . 
ſopheri, and the Philofephick Stone: The 
firft is the Subject of Philofiphy, conſicered e Sos 
in the State of its firſt Preparation, in which , Ehe, Po, 
it is truly a Stone, ſince it is ſolid, hard, 
heavy, brittle, frangible; it is 4 Body (ſays 
Philalethes) becanfe it flows in Fire like a Me- 
tal; and yet it is a Spirit, for it is wholly 
Volatile. It is the Compound and the Stone that 
contains the Humidity, that runs in the Fire 
. Clays Arnoldus in his Letter to the King of 
Naples) it is in this State that it is a middle 
Sulſtauce kepvecn a Meral and Mercury (as 
~ the Abbot Sine/as expreſſes it) it is in fine 
in this State, that Geber confiders it; where 
he fays in two Places of his Summa, Take 
dur Stone, that is to fay, (faith he,) the Mat- 
ter of our Stone, juſt as if he had faid, take 
the Philofopher’s Stone, which is the Matter 
of the Philofophick Stone. | N 
The Philofophick, Stone, is therefore the ie 74 
fame Stone of the Philofopbers ; when by A 
the fecret Magiſtery it is exalted to the Pere he S, 
fection of the third Order, tranſmuting all 
unperfect Metals into pure Gold or Silver, 
according to the Nature of the Ferment 
D adjoined 


r 
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: adjoined to it. Theſe Diſtinctions will do 
you confiderable Service, to unfold the dif- 
ficult Senfe of the Philofophical Wriangs, 

and to clear up divers Paſſages of this very 
Author, upon which you intend to dif- 
courſe me. | 

PYROPHILYVS. 

I already difcern the Utility of thefe Re- 
marks, and find in them the Explication of 
fome of my Doubts ; but before we paf 
any further, pray tell me whether the Author 

this little Tract, which I {peak of, de- 

ſerves the Approbation that many learned 
Men do give it, and whether it contains the- 
whole Secret of the Work? 
EUDOXUS. 

Youneed not doubt, but that this Treatife 

is done by the Hand of a true Adept, and con- 

. 1 merits the Efteem and Approbation 

of Philofophers. The principal De ‘en of this 
Author, is to undeceive an almoſt infinite 
Number of Artiſts, whe deceived by the lite- 

ral Senfe of our Writings; obftinately perſiſt, 

that the Magiftery is to be effected by she 
Conjunction of Gold with Mercury variouſſy 
5 ; and to convince them abſolutely, 

ie maintains with the beft and moft Anti- 
nent Philofophers, () that the Hark is not 
: | made 


| TrRiumpaA. 
Made but of one only Thing, of one only and 
the fame Species. n 
PYROPHILUS. 

That is the very firſt of the Places that 
niſed me ſome Scruples ; for methinks one 
may reafonably doubt, that Perfection ought 
to be ſought in one only ſelf ſame Subſtance, 
and that without adding any Thing to it, 
one can be able to make all Things of it. 
The Philgſephers on the contrar ay, that 
not onky we muſt remove the Supo fuities 
from the Matter, but what is wanting muft 
likewife be added to it. : 

EUDOXVUS. 

It is eafy to deliver you from that Doubt 
by this compariſon; in the fame manner as 
Juices extratted from divers Herbs, depu- 
rated from their Faces; and incorporated to- 
gether, make but one Confection of one on- 

and {elf fame Species; fo the Philofaphers, 
with Reafon, call their prepared Matter, one 
only and ſelf fame Thing; although we are 
het ignorant that it is a natural Compound 
of certain Subftances from one fame Root, 
and of one fame Kind, making together one 
whole compleat Homogeneity; in this Senfe 
the Philofopbers do all agree, though fome 

D 2 by, 
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fay, their Matter ts compoun 

Things, and others of three ; 

write; that it confifts of four, a 

five ; and others again, that it {| ne 
only Thing: They are all equ. . / in the 
right, becaufe divers Things of one and the 
fame Kind naturally and intimately united, 
even as feveral Waters diftilled from Herbs, 
and mingled together, do indeed conſtitute 
but one only ſelf- ſame Thing; and this is 
done in our Art, and ſo ae: more fundi- 
mentally, as the Subftances that make up 
the philefophical Compound, differ lefß å- 
mong themfelves, than forrel Water differs 
from lettice Water. 


' PTROPHILUS. 
Í have nothing to reply to what you 


have faid, I comprehend the Senfe of it ve- 
ry well; but there remains with me a Doubt 
upon this Occafion, that I know ſeveral 


Perfons well verfed in the reading of the 
eft Philofepbers, and who yet follow a Me- 


chod quite contrary to the firft Foundation 


1 


that-Our Author lays ; that is to fay, that 


() the philefophical Batter hath no ned 


of any Thing what foever, other than to be 
diffilued and coagulated. For thefe Perfons 
begin the work by Coagulation ; they muſt 

| - l therc- 


~ 
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efore work upon a liquid Matter, in- 
of a Stone; pray inform me, whether 


us Method be that of Truth 2 8 


| -œ 


| EUDOXUS, 


Your Remark is very judicious, the great- 
eft part of true Philofophers are of the fame 
Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has 
no need but to be diſſolved, and then coa- 
gulated ; Mixtion, Conjunction, Fixation, 
Coagulation, and other like Operations, are 


made almoft of themfelves ; but Solution is 


the great Secret of the Art. It is this ef~ 
fential Point that the Philofophers do not re- 
xveal. All the Operations of the firſt Work, 


sor of the firft Medicine, is nothing (to x 
* 


d. 


„ but a continual Solution; 

“fo that Calcination, Extradtion, Sublimati- 

on, Diftillation, is but a true. Solution of 

‘the Matter. Geber taught not the Neceſſi- 

ty of Sublimation, but becaufe it not only 

purifies che Matter from its grofs and com- 

buftible Parts; but alfo, becaufe it diſpoſcs 

to Solution, from whence refults the Mer- x w x 
cural Humidity?“ which is the Key of the 

OTK. 
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PYROPAILYUS. 

ĮI am now well fortified againft thofe pre, 
tended Philoſophers, who are of a contr 
Sentiment to this Author ; and I know not, 
how they can imagine that their Opinion 
{quares exactly with the beft Authors; 


EUDOXUS ` ' 


— ee 


This very Author alone fuffices to let 


them ſee their Error, he explains himſelf 


by a very right ſimile of Ice, which melts 


with the leaſt Heat; to let us know, (*) 
That the principal Operation is to procure the 
Solution of a Matter hard and ary, coming near 


to the Nature of a Stone; which, neverthe- 
lefs, by the Action of the natural Fire, 
ought to be refolved into a dry Water, aş 


eaſily as Ice is melted by the leaſt Heat. 


PYROPHILUS. 
I fhould be extreamly nas m0 you, if 


you would be fo kind to inform me, what 


4. it is you call (0 the natural Fire. I v 


well know it is the principal Key of the 
Art, many Philofophers have expreſſed the 
Nature of it by very obſcure Parables ; but 
I do confefs to you, that I have not as yet 
been able to comprehend this Myftery. 

E 


Ya 
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EUDOXUS. 

It is indeed the great Myſtery of the 
Art, all other Myſteries of this fublime 
Philofophy depending on the Knowledge of 
this. How fatisfied fhould I be, might I 
nakedly explain this Secret to you a ; 
cannot do that, which no Philofepher be- 
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea- 
ſonably expect of me is to tell you, that the 
natural Fire whereof this Phélefopher ſpeaks, x x ~ 
\ isa potential Fire, that burns not the Hands, ~ ~ | 
but makes its Efficacy appear, being a little 
excited by the exterior Fire. It is there- 
fore a Fire truly Secret, that this Author in 
»the Title of his Work calls Lønar Vulcan. 

Artephins has made a more ample Deſcripti- 

on of it, than E other Philofopher. Pon- 

tanns bas copied him, and tells us, that he 

erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew 

not this Fire, till he had read and under- 

food Artephius; this my fterious Fire is na- 

tural, becaufe it is of one fame Nature with 

the philofophick Matter; but, nevertheless, ~ — - 

the Artiſt prepares them both. | 


PYROPHILYVUS. 
What you have told me, rather excites, 
than fatishes my Curioſity. Blame not the 
| 554 earnelt 
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earneſt Requeft I make you, to inſtruẽt mo- 

more. clearly, in a Point of fuch Impor». 
tance, that without the Knowledge of it, 
it were in vain to pretend to the Work ; 
for without it, one meets a full Stop, after 
the firft Step made in the practick Part of 
the Work. * 


E U DO TVS. 


The wife Men have been no leſs reſerved 
concerning their Fire, than concerning their 
Matter; ſo that it is not in my Power to 
add any Thing to what I have faid of it. 
‘I remit you therefore to Artephius and Pon- 
tanus. Conſider only with Application, 
that this natural Fire is an artificial Inven- 

tion of the Artift, that it is proper to cal 
< cine, diſſolve, and ſublime the Stone of the 
Philoſophers; and that there is but this one 
fort of Fire in the World able to produce 

the like Effect. Conſider that this Fire is 


„ 
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=, , 
~ mde, That the Stars of Venus and horned {x y . 
> Diana may be propitious to you. >; De p Se, | 


PYROPHILUS. 

I fhould have been glad you had ſpoken 
more intelligibly, but ſince there are certain 
Bounds, beyond which the Philoſephers can- 
not pafs; I content my ſelf with what you 
have made me Remark ; I will again read 
over Arrephius with more Application, than 1. 
I have yet done, and I ſhall not forget what l 
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of the 
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares 
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe . 
to be prepared by thoſe that have a perfect 
Knowledge of Chymiſtry; that this Fire is 
not actually hot, but thar it is a fiery Spi- 
rit, introduced into a Subject of one 2 5 
fame Nature with the Stone, and which be- 
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire, 
calcines, diſſolves, fublimes the Stone, and ~ 
refolves it intg a dry Water, as Cofmopolite has ~ 
expreſſed it. — ea 


EUDOXUS. 

You .perfectly comprehend what I have 

been telling you; I find fo by the Com» 

' mentary you add to it. You muft know, 

that from this firft Solution, Calcination, or 

A | Sublima- 

x Zc „1.7 dci st aY LI c 
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Sublimation, which are here one and the 


X fame Thing, there reſuks the Separation of <> 


VW 


the terreſtial and aduſtible Parts of the Sone; ~ 
efpecially if you follow Geber’s Counfel x 


oo the Regiment of the Fire in the 


manner he teaches it, where he treats of the - 
Sublimation of the Bodies, and of Mercury. 
You ought to hold it for a conftant Truth, ~ 
that there is but this one way in the World, 
to extract from the Stove its unctuous Hu- 
midity, which infeparabiy contains the Sul 
phar, and the Mercury of the wife Men. 


PYROPHILUS. 
I am thus intirely ſatisfied upon the prin- 
cipal Point of the firſt Work; do me the 
Favour to tell ms, if the Comparifon that 


„our Author makes (*) of Wheat, with the 


Stone of Philofophers, with regard to their 
neceſſary Preparation, to make Bread with 
the one, and the Univerfal with the other, 
appears to you to be a proper and well fuited 
Compariſon. = 


EUDOXUS. 

It is as proper as can be made, if the 
Stone be confidered in the State wherein the 
Artiſt begins to put it, to be able to be 
rightly called the ſubject and philofophick 


4 


4 


4 
a 


l 
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e for juft as we are not nou- 
‘~ tithed by Wheat, fuch as Nature produces 
it; but we are obliged to reduce it into 
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* 


« Meal; to feparate from it the Bran, to make 
it into Paſte with Water, to make Bread of 


it, which muft be baked in an Oven to be- 
come a proper Aliment ; in the fame man- 


ner, we take the Stone, we grind, or powe - 


der ity we ſeparate from it by the fecret 


N 


x Fire its Terteſtreity; we fablime it, we 


x diffolve it with the Water of the Sea of the 
~ wife Men; we deco& this fimple Con- 
v fection, to make of it a ſovereign Medicine. 


PYROPHILUS. | 

Give me kave to tell you, that there 
ſeems to me fome difference in this Compa- 
rifon, The Author fays, that one muft 
take this Mineral alone, to make this great 
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we 
cannot make Bread; it is neceſſary to add 

to t, not only Water, but Leaven, : 


EUDOXUS. 
You have already the Anfwer to this 


Objection; in as much as this Philofopher, ~ 
like alt the reft, forbids not abjolutely to add - 


en Thing, but that nothing ſtrange, or con- 
wary be added. The Water that is added 
a 


4 


7 
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x to the Meal, and the Leaven likewiſe, are 

x nothing ftrange, or contrary to the Meal; 

x the Grain of which tis made was nourifhed - 

x by Water in the Earth; and Water is there- 

x fore of a Nature analogical to Meal: So the 

x ~ x Water of the Sea of the Philofophers, és of 

the fame Nature with our Stone; becauſe all 
that is comprized under the Mineral, and 
metallick Gendre, was formed and nourifhed 

of that very fame Water in the Bowels of 
the Earth, whither it penetrates with the 
Influence of the Stars. . You may phinly 

fee, by what I have faid, that the Philoſo- 
phers do nat. contradict themſelves, when 
they fay it is one only felf.Subftance, and 

when they ſpeak of it as a compound of 
many Subſtances of one only, and ſelf fame ~ ” 


Species. 


PYROPHILUS. : 

J think there is none but muft be con- “ 

vinced by fo folid Reafons as thofe you ak “ 

ledge. But tell, if you pleafe, whether I ` 
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from 
that Paſſage of our Author, where he fays, 
6. that (*) thofe that know after what man 
ner Metals and Minerals ought to be treat- 
ed, may go direttly to the Work they aim ar. 

If this be fo, it is evident that the Mat- 

) ter 
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ter dnd Subje of the Art muft not be 
fought for, but in the Family of Metals and 
Minerals, and that all that work upon other 
Subjects, are in the Road of Error. | 


EUDOXUS. hs 
I will anfwer, your confequence is very 
well drawn; this Philofopher is not alone in 
ſpeaking thus, he agrees therein with the 
teſt Number, Antient and Modern. Ge- 
er, who perfectly knew the Magi ſtery, and 
who ufed no Allegory, treats throughout 
his whole Summa only of Metals and Mi- ~= ~ > 
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the ~ > 
right manner of performing them, to make 
the Work of them. But as the pi. iloſophick 
x Matter is partly Body, and partly Spirit, ~ * 
xas in one Senſe it is Terreftrial, a in ano- 
v ther it is all Celeſtial; and as fome Authors 
conſider it in one Senſe, and others treat of 
sit in another, this has given Occafion to 
* the Error of a great Number of Artifts ; 
who under the Name of Usizerfalifts, re- 
ject every Matter that hath received a de- 
terminative from Nature; becauſe they can- 
not deſtroy the particular Matter, to ſepa- 
sate from it the Grain which is the pure u- 
niyerſal Subſtance, which the particular Mae- 
ter fhuts up in its Boſom, and to N ~ 
the 


+ 


„ x 
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the wife and illuminated Artit can abfoz 


“futely render all the Univerfality neceſſary 
to it, by the natural Conjunction that he 


makes of this Germs with the moft univer- 


*. S 


Re 


x fal Matter, ftomi whence it hath drawn its 
„Original. Be not frighted at thefe fingular 
5 our Art is Cabiliftick, You 
will eafily comprehend theſe Myſteries be- 
fore you are got to the end of the Queſti- 
ons, which you defigri to make me upon the 
Author that you examine. 7 | 


PYROPHAILUS. 

If you gave me not this hope, I pro- 
teſt to yous that theſe my ſterious Obfcuri- 
ties were enough to put me quite off, and 
make me Deſpair of my good Succefs ; but 
J repofe an entire Cotifidence in what you 
tell me, and I very well comprehend, 7 hac 
the Metals of the Vulgar, are nat the Metals of 
the Philofophers ; for ir is evident, that to be 
fuch they mafl be deftroyed, and ceafe to be 
Metals: And the wife Man wants nothing 
but the vifcus Humidity, which is their 


~ firt Matter from which the Philoſqpher: 


make their living Metals bY an Artifice, that 
is as Secret as it is founded upon the Princi- 
ples of Nature; is not that your meaning $ 


EU 
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EUDOXUS. 

If you are as well acquainted with the - 
Laws of the Practice of the Work, as you x 
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you , 
have no need of my Inſtructions. 


$ 


PYROPHILUS. 

I beg your Pardon, I am very far from 
being {o great a Proficient ; what you take 
for an Effect of a perfet Knowledge of the 
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expref- 
fion that I have got by reading of Au- 
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo- 
ry. I am on the contrary ready to De- 
pair of ever attaining to ſuch a Pitch of 
Knowledge, when I conſider, that this Phi- 
hofopher requires, as do divers others, that 
he that afpires to this Science, (*) fhonld ~, 
know externally and internally the Properties of 
all Things, and that he penctrate into tke Depth 
of the Operations of Nature. Tell me, if you 
pleaſe, who is the Man that can flatter him- 
ſelf to arrive at a Knowledge of fo vaſt an 
Extent ¢ | 


EUDOXUS. 
It is true, this Philofopker puts no Bounds 
to the Learning of him, who pretends to 
under- 
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underftand fo miraculous an Art; for thé 
wife Man ought to be perfectly acquainted 
with Nature in general, and her Operations; 
as well in the Center of the Earth, in the 
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up- 
on the Earth in the productive of Vegeta- 


_ Lies and Animals. He ought alfo to know 
the univerſal Matter, and the Matter parti- 


cular and immediate, upon which Nature 


works for the Gencration of al) Beings ; 


< 


he ought, in finc, to know the Affinity 


and Sympathy, as alfo the Antipathy and 
natural Averiion that is found in all Things 


of the World. Such was the Science of 
the great Hermes, and of the firſt Phi- 
laſaphert, who like him arrived at the 
Knowledge of this ſublime Philoſophy, 
by their penetrating Minds, and by the 
Strength of their Reaſoning; but fince this 
Science was committed to Writing, and that 
the general Knowledge of which I gave you 
an Idea is to be found in good Books ; 
Reading, Meditation, good Senſe, and a ſuf- 
ficient Practice in Chymiftry, may give al- 
moſt all the neceſſary Light to acquire the 
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ; 
add thereto Uprightneſs of Heart, and of 
Intention, without which it is impoffible 


to ſucceed. l 
P FX Or 


TRIUMPH. 


PYROPHILUS. 

You give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have 
tead much; I have meditated yet more; 
I have exercifed my felf in the Practife of 
Chymiftry ; I have verified the faying of 
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Antephius, who aſſures, That he knows not 
the Compofition of Metals, who is ignorant how - 


they muft be deſtroped, and without this De- 
ſtruction it is impoſſible to extract the me- 


tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of | 


the Art; fo that I can aſſure my ſelf, that 


I have acquired the greateft part of the 


Qualities, that according to you, are requi- 


red in him that aſpires to this high Under- 


ſtanding: I have, beſides, a very particu- 


lar Advantage, and that is the Goodneſs that 


you have in being willing to communi- 
cate a part of your Knowledge to me in the 


clearing of my Doubts; permit me, there- 


ſore, to go on, and to ask you upon what 
Foundation Gold uſes ſuch outragious Terms 
to the Stone of the Philoſophers, (*) Calling 
it a venomous Worm, and treating it with the 
Appellation of Enemy of Men, and of Metals. 


 EUDOXUS. 
Thefe Expreſſions ought not to ſeem 
ſtrange to you, the Philofopbers themfelves 
E call 
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x x call their Stone Dragon and Serpent, in- x 

» fecting all Things with its Venom. Its Sub- 

x ftance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon, 

~ which the Philofopher fhould know how to 

x change into an Antidote by Preparation and 
Decoétion. The Stone is moreover the E- 
nemy of Metal, fince it deftroys them, 
and devours them. Cofmopolite fays, there 


D a is a Neral, and a Steel, which ss as the 


Mater of Metals, which has the Power to 
ag oon? conſume Metals, that there is nothing but the 
radical Moiſture of the Sun, and of the Moon, 

x that can refift it. But take heed that you do not 

here confound the Philoſopher's Stone, with 

~ the Philofophick, Stone; becauſe, if the firſt 
like a true Dragon deſtroys and devours the 
~imperfect Metals; yet the fecond, as afo- 
xvereign Medicine, tranfmutes them into per- 
fect Metals, and makes the perfect more than 
perfect, and fit to make perfect the imperfect. 

* 


PT RO PHIL US. 

What you ſay not only confirms me in 
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read- 
ing, Meditation, and Practice; but like- 

_ wife gives me a new additional Light, whofe 
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, under 
which the moft important philoſophick 
Truths have feemed to me till now to be 

vailed. 


THtumpa. She 
x , 

valed. And I now conclude from our * 
Author's Words, that thofe great Phyfici- 
ans are miftaken, who believe (*) Thar the 9. 
aniverfal Mediciue.is.in Gold vulgar. Do * 
me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in 
this Point. ie - 


| EUDOXUS 655° oe ae * 
There is no doubt but Gold ollelles great. J 
Virtues for the Preſervation of Health, and 
for curing the moft dangerous’ Difeafes. 
¢% h and g, are every Day ufefully ~ 
employed by Phyficians, as likewife is ; < 
cauſe their Solution or Decompofition - 
which ‘manifefts their Properties, is eafier ~ 
than that of C; and therefore the more ſuch 
Preparations as the vulgar Artiſts make of 
it, have an Agreement with the Principles ~ 
and Practice of our Art; the more they 
make appear, the marvellous Virtues of . © 
but I tell you in Truth, that without the 
Knowledge of our Magiftery (which only 
can teach the effential Deftrudtion of ©). 
tis . to make the univerfal Medi- 
cine of it; but the wife can make it much ~ ~ s 
more eafily with the Gold of Philoſopher s. 
than with © vulgar; and fo you fee this 
Author makes the Stone reply to ©, That 
# might rather be 2 with God, becaufe 
+ 2 he 
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he had not given it thofe Advantages wheres 
with he had been pleafed only to endue the 


Stone. | 


= PYROPHIEUS. 

To this firft Injury that & does to the 
Stone, it adds a fecond, () Calling it fugi- 
tive and cheat, deceiving all thofè that place 
any hope in it. Inftruct me, pray, how to 
fupport the Innocence of the Stone, and 
juſtify it from a Scandal of this Nature. 


EUDOXUS. . 


Call to mind the Remark, that I have 
already caufed you to make, touching the 
three different States of the Stone; and you 
will then know, as well as my ſelf, that of 
Neceſſity it muſt in its beginning be all Vo- 
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, for to 


be depurated from all manner of Terreftrei- 


ty, and brought from Imperfection to the 
Perfection that the Magiſtery gives it in 
its other States ; and therefore the Reproach 
intended it by ©, turns into its Praife ; for 
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be- 
ginning, it would be impoſſible to give it at 
Jaft the Perfection and Fixity that are ne- 
ceſſary to it; fo that if it deceives any, it 
6 


TRIUMPH. 
is only the ignorant; but it is always faithful 
to the Sons of the Science. 


PYROPHILUS. 

What you tell me is a certain Truth ; I 
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits, 
that is to fay, Volatile Subftances are capable 
to penetrate Bodies, to be united to them, to 
change, tinge, and perfect them; when thefè 
Spirits have been cleared from their grof Parts, 
asd aduftible Humidity. And thus I am 
fully fatisfied upon this Point; but as I 
perceive the Stone (*) has a great Contempt 
for O, and boaffs to contain in its Bofom 4 
Gold infinitely more precious; do me the fa- 
vour to tell me how many forts of © the 
Philofophers own. | 


EUDOXUS. 

To leave you nothing to defire concern- 
ing the Theory, and the Practice of our 
Philofophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac- 
cording to the Philofophers, there are three 
forts of @. 
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The firſt is an Aſtral O, whoſe Center 


is in the Sun, who 7 its Rays communi- 
its Pee to all the 


im It is a 


cates it, together wit 
Stars, that are inferiour to 


fiery Subftance, and a continual Emanation 


E 3 of 
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of little folar Bodies, which by the Motion 
of the Sun and Stars, being in a perpetual 
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe ; 


all Things through the Extent of the Hea- 


vens, upon the Earth, and in its Bowels are 
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual- 
ly this Aftral Gold, thefe ſolar Particles in- 
ceſſantly penetrate into, and exhale from our 
Bodies. 

The ſecond is an Elementary O, that is 
to ſay, it is the moſt pure and the moſt 
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the 
Subftances that are compoſed of them ; fo 


= that all the fublunary Beings of the three 


‘Genders, contain in their Center a precious 
Grain of this elementary Gold. 

The third is the beautiful Metal, whofe 
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it 
a Value, that makes it efteemed by all Men 
as a ſovereign Remedy of all the Ills, and 
all the Neceffities of Life, and as the only 
Foundation of humane Power and Gran~ 
deur ; and therefore it is no lefs the object 
of the Avarice of the greateft Princes, than 
it is the wifh and deſire of all manner of 
People. k 

After this you will eafily ccnclude,- that 
the metallick Gold is not the Gold of the 
Philoſephers, and that it is not without a 


a. good 
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Foundation, that in this Controver- 

y before us, the Stone reproaches © with 

not being what it prefumes to be, but that 

it is the Stone which hides in its Boſom 

the true © of the wife Man, that is to fay, 

the two firft Sorts of ©, that I juft now 
named to you; for you muft know, that xx ~ 
the Stone being the moft pure Portion of « 
the metallick Elements, after the Separation ~ 
and Purification, which the wife Man has 
made of it; it follows, that it is properly the 
Gold of the fecond fort ; but when this O 
perfectly calcined and exalted unto the Clean- 
nefs, 1 to 55 a of Snow, has ~ 
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym- ~ 
a 311 the Afra Gold, of ee! is 
vifibly become the true Magnet, it attracts, 
and concenters in it ſelf ſo great a Quanti- 
ty of Aſtral Gold, and ae folar Particles, 
which it receives from the continual Emana- 
tion that is made of them from the Center 
of the Sun, and of the Moon, that it is found 
in the neareſt Diſpoſition to be the living 
Gold of the Philofephers, infinitely more no- 
ble, and more precious than the metallick 
©, which is a Body without a Soul, and 
cannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold, 
and by the Means of our Magiſtery. 


* 
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PYROPHILUS. | 
How many Clonds do you diffipate in 


my Mind, and how many philoſophical 


Myfteries do you unfold to me at a time, by 
the admirable Things you tell me! I fha 

never be able to give you all the Thanks I 
owe you, I confefs, I am no oe furprized, 
that the Stone pretends to the preference 
before ©, nor that it difpifes its Bright- 
nefs, and its imaginary Merit; fince the . 
ſmalleſt Part of what the Stone gives to 
the Philofephers, is of more value than all 
the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have 


the Goodnefs to continue your favour to- 


wards me, as you have begun, and do me 
the Kindnefs to tell me, how the Stone can 
aſcribe to it felf as an honour (*) to be a 
matter fluid, and not permanent; ſince. all the 
Philoſophers afirm it to be more fixt then 
O it felf. | 


EUDOXUS. 

You ſec, that your Author affures, that 
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad- 
yantage of the Artift; but he adds, that 
it is neceflary at the fane Time, that the 
Artift ‘know how to extract this Fluidity, 


and which is the only Thing whereof the 


Philofar 
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Philofopher has need, as I have told you 
already ; fo that to be fluid, volatile, and not 
permanent, are qualities as neceffary to the 
Stone in its frf State, as are its fixity and % 
permanency when it is in the State of its 
utmoft Perfection; it is therefore with reas 
fon that the Stone efteems that quality as 
an honour, and fo much the rather as the 
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone 
is notwithftanding endued with a Soul 
more fixt than Gold; But I tell you once 
more, that the great Secret confifts in know- 
ing how to extract the Humidity of the 
Stone. I have appraifed you, that this is in- 
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And 
upon this very Point it is, that the great 
Hermes cries out, Bleſſed be the watry Form 
which diſſolves the Elements. Happy then is 
the Artiſt who not only knows the Stone; | 
but alſo can turn it into Water. Which 
cannot be done by any other means, than 
‘<xby our fecrer Fire, which calcines, dif- > 
folves, and fublimes the Stone. 


PYROPHILUS. 

Whence comes it then, (*) That among 4 
hundred Artiſts, there is ſcarce one to be found 3° 
that works with the Stone; and that inftead 
of {ticking to this ofie and only matter (alone 
_ able 
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able to produce fo great Marvels) they de 


on the contrary, almoſt all of them, apply 
themfelves to Subjects that have none of the 
effential Qualities, that the Philofophers at- 


tribute to their Stone? 


EUDOXUS. 
That happens in the firft Place, through 


the Ignorance of Artifts, who have not fo 


much Knowledge as they apit to have of 


Nature, nor of what fhe is able to operate 


in every Thing; and in the fecond Place, it 
happens, thro’ a want of Penetration of 


Mind, which Occafions that they are ea- 


ſily deceived by the equivocal Expreſſi- 


ens, that the Philoſophers make Ufe of, to 
hide from the Ignorant, botli the Matter, 
and its true Preparation. Theſe two great 

efects are the caufe of the Miſtake of 


theſe Artifts, and that they fix upon Sub- 
jects wherein they difcern fome of the ex- 


terior Qualities of the true Matter of the 
Philofophers, without making Reflection on 
the eſſential Characters, that manifeſt it to 


the Wife? 


— 


PYROPHILUS. 
I fee plainly the Error of thofe who ima- 
gine, that vulgar ©eand d are the true 
Matter 
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Matter of Philoſophers; and I am fully per- 
ſuaded of it, ſeeing upon how weak a 
Foundation O builds the pretence of its 
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that 


purpofe thefe words of () Hermes ; The 14. 


Sen is its Father, and the Moon is its Mother. 


EUDOXUS. 

This Foundation is frivolous; I have told 
you what the Philofephers mean when they 
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin- 
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars 
are indeed the firſt Cauſe of it; they in- 
ſpire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul 
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy. 
And therefore it is that they are its Fa- 
ther and Mother. ` | 


PYROPHILUS. 


All the Philofaphers fay as this, () That , 


the Phyfcal Tintlure is compofed of a red 
and incombuftible Sulphur, and of a clear 
and a well purified 9 ; is this Authority 
any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be 
concluded, that Gold and Mercury are the 
Matter of the Stone? 
E U DOT FS. 
You ought not to have forgotten, that 
al the Philofopkers unanimouſly age 
25 8 d 
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that vulgar © amd Metals are not their 
Metals; that theirs are living, and that the 
others are dead; nor fhould you have for- 
gotten that I fhowed you by the Au- 
thority of the Philofophers, fupported upon 
the Principles of Nature, that 5 metallici 


Humidity of the Stone prepared and 


contains infeparably in its Bofom the Sel- 


~ phur, and the 8 of the Philofophers ; that it 
is by confequence that only thing of one 


only and {elf fame kind, to which nothing 
ought to be added; and that the only & 


of the wife Men contains its own Sulphur, 


by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it 
elf; you ought therefore to hold for an 


undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mix- 
ture of a Sulphur, and of a &, whatever 
they be otherways than thoſe which. are na 
turally in the Stone, will never be the true 
philofophick Confection. | 
PYROPHILUS. 


16. But (*) that great and natural Friendfhip 


which is between Gold and &, and the Union of 
them fo enfily made; are they not Proofs 
that theſe two Subſtances may be convert- 
ed by a due Digeftion into a Tincture ? 
EUDOXUS. 
‘There is nothing more abfurd then that, 
for if all the ¥ mingled with ©, 9 


TRIUMPH. 
be converted into O, which is impoſſible, 
or that all the O ſhould be turned into 8, 
or into ſome middle Subſtance, there would 
never be found more of folar Tincture in 
this Confection, than there was in the 
Gold, thus mingled with the 8 ; and by 
confequence. it would have no tinging Vir- 


61 


tue, nor- mulriplying Power. But it is 
moft certain, that there never can be any 


perfect Union of © and ; for this fu- 


gitive Companion will abandon the ©, as 


foon as ever it is preſſed by the Action of 


the Fire. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I doubt not in any fort of what you have 
now told me, thofe Sentiments being con- 
firmed by the Experience of the moft folid 
Philofophers, who openly declare themfzlves 
againit Gold and Mercury vulgar; but at 
the fame Time I have a doubt, which 
is this, that it being true, that the Philo- 
ſephers never {peak the Truth leſs, than when 
they ſeem openly to explain themſelves, 
may they not, as touching the evident 
Excluſion of C, deceive thoſe who take the 
Senſe of their Expreſſions according to the 
Letter? Or may one rely upon for a Cer- 
tainty, as this Author fays, (*) That the 

f Philofo- 


17. 
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Philofophers do not manifeſt their Art, but 
when they make ufe of Similitudes, of Figures, 
and of Parables? — 


EUDOXUS. 

There is a great deal of difference be- 
~ tween declaring pofitively, that fuch or 
fuch a matter is not the true Subject of the 
Art, as they do, touching © and 9; and 
giving to underſtand under Figures and 
Allegories, the moft important Secrets to the 
Children of the Science, that have the Ad- 
vantage clearly to difcern the philoſophick 
Truths, thro’ the enigmetical Vails where- 
with the Sages fo artfully cover and conceal 
them. In the firſt Cafe, the Philofophers {peak 
the Truth negatively, without any double 
meaning; but when they {peak both affirma- 
tively and clearly upon this Subject, it 
may be concluded, that thoſe who ſtick to 
the literal Senſe of their Words, will un- 
doubtedly be deceived. The. Philofaphers 
„X have no way more certain to hide their 
Science from the unworthy, aad open it + 
to the wife, then agt to explain it by A- 

legories in the eſſential Points of their Art; 

it was this made Artephius fay, That this Art 

is intirely Cabaliſtical, for the underflanding 
whereof, there is need ofa kind of Revehti- 
on; 


* 
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on; the moft penetrating Wit, (without the 
Aſſi ſtance of a faithful Friend, who is a Ma- 
fter,) not being ſufficient to diſtinguiſn 
Truth from Falſhood; it being next to 
impoſſible, that by the only help of Books, 
iad of Labour, and Experiments, one 
fhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge 
of the Matter, and much lefs to acquire 
the underftanding of the Practice of an Art 
fo fingular, how plain, how natural, and 
how eafy foever the fame may be. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I know by my own Experience, how 
needful is the help of a true Friend, fuch 
as you are. In the want of which, me- 
thinks, ſuch Artifts that have Wit, good 
Senfe and Probity, have no better way than 
to confer together often, fometimes upon 
what Light they draw from the reading of 
good Books, and fometimes upon the Diſ- 
coveries their Experiments afford them ; 
that fo from the Diverfity and comparing cf y 
their different Sentiments, there may {pring 
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they. 

may be enabled to carry their Diſcoveries 
to the laft Period of this fecret Science. I 
doubt not but you approve of my Opini- 
en; but as I know that ſeveral Artiſts re- 
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gard {as viſionary and paradoxical the Sen- 
titnents of thofe Authors, who maintain 
18. with this, (*) That Perfection is to be fought 
in Things imperfect ; 1 ſhall be extreamly 
obliged to yous if you pleafe to give me 
‘your Senfe upon a Point that ſeems to me 
to be of great conſequence. 


E UD OAT VOS. 

You are already perſuaded of the Since- 
rity and Truth of your Author; and Pie 
ought fo much the lefs to call it in Queſtion 
upon this Point, in that he is of one Mind 
herein with the true Philofophers ; and I 
cannot better prove to you the Truth of 
what he fays here, than by making ufe of 
the fame Reafon, that he (quoting the 
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of it. For 
it is certain, that Nature {tops in her Pro- 
ductions, when fhe has brought them to 
their proper State and Perfection; for Ex- 
ample, when from a moſt clear and moſt 
pure mineral Water tinged by ſome Porti- 
on of metallick Sulphur, Nature produces a 
precious Stone, fhe ſtops there, as ſhe like- 
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth 
fhe hath formed © with mercurial Water, 
Mother of all Metals, impregnated with a 

pure folar Sulphur; fo that as it is not 1 
le 
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ble to make a Diamond, or a Ruby more pre- 
cous, than it is in its kind; fo neither is 
it in the Power of the Artiſt, nay, (I will 
go further, ) nor of Nature her ſelf, to pufh 
on Gola to a greater Perfection, than what 
fhe has given it. It is the Philofopher that - 
can only carry Nature from an undetermi- ~ 
ned Imperfection, even to a State more than ~ 
Perfect. It is therefore neceſſary, that 
our Magiftery produce a plaſquæm Perfecti- 
on, which to accomplifh, the Sage muft 
begin with a Thing imperfect, which be- 
ing in the way of Perfection, is found in 
the natural Diſpoſition to be carried on 
even to plaſquæm Perfection, by the help 
of an Art wholly Divine, which is able to 
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature; and 
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subject 
to a State of pluſquam Perfection, neither 
could we give Perfection to what is imper- 
ft, and all our Philofophy were vain. 


PYROPHILUS. 

There is none but muft needs yield 
to the Solidity of your Reaſoning; but 
would not one be apt to think, that this 
Author plainly contradicts himſelf there, 
where he makes thej Stone fay, that com- 
Hon g, (how well foever it may be pur- 

F ged,) 
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ged,) is not the & of the wife Men; and 
that for this only Reaſon, (*) Becauſe it is 
imperfect; when according to him, if it were 
perfect, the intended Perfection were not 
to be fought in it. 


EUDOXUS. 

Take good Notice of this, and obferve, 
that if the § of the wife Men hath been 
elevated by Art from an imperfect, to a per- 
fect State, yet this Perfection is not of the 
Nature of that, whereat Nature {tops in the 
Production of Things, according to the 
Perfection of their kind, ſuch as is that of 
§ vulgar ; but on the contrary, the Per- 


. fection which the Art gives to the & of the 


wife Men, is but a middle State, a Diſpo- 
ſition, and a Power that makes it fit to be 
carried by the continuance of the Work, 
unto the State of plaſquam Perfection, which 
gives it the Faculty by the Accomplifhment 
of the Magiſtery, at laſt to give Perfection 
to the imperfect. 


PFTRO PHIL UVS. 

Theſe Reaſons, how abſtract ſoever, are 
very plain, and make Impreſſion on the 
Mind; for my part, I confeſs, they fully 
convince me; I befeech you, to have the 


Good- 
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Goodneſs not to be offended at the Con- 
tinuation of my Inquiries. Our Author 
aſſures us, that the Error into which the 
Artiſts fall, in taking vulgar Sol and Aker- 
cu for the true Matter of the Stone, decei- 
ved therein by the literal Senfe of the Philo- 
Sopherss (*) Is the great fumbling Block to 20. 
‘Thonfands of Perfons ; for my part I can't 
imagine, how with any Reading, and good 
enge, it is poſſible to harbour an Opinion ſo 
viſibly condemned by the beft Philoſophers? 


- EUDOXUS. 

And yet the Thing is ſo. The Phil/- 
phers warn them to no purpofe, to take 
heed not to be deceived by common Sol 
and Afercury. Moſt do, neverthelefs, obfti- 
nately adhere to them, and very often after 
having wrought in vain through a long 
Courfe of Years upon Matters e and 
foreign, and are fenfible of their fault, they 
then come to vulgar Sol and Mercury, where- 
in they find their Account no better then 


before. It is true, there are fome Philofo- ~ « - 


dhers, who though otherwife appearing ve- 
ry fincere, yet throw Artiſts into this Er- 
ror, maintaining very ferioufly, that thoſe 
that know not the Gold of the Philofopbers, ~ 
may neverthelefs find it in common Gold 
, T 2 decocted 
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x decocted with the Mercury of the Philofee 
x phers. Philaletha is of this Sentiment; he 
„ aſſures, that Count Trevifan, Zachary, and 
x Flamel followed this Way; but he adds, 
` >x That it is not the true Way of the wife Aen. 
< though it leads to the fame End. But thefe , 
Affurances, however ſincere they may ſeem, 
fail not to deceive the Artiſts, who, deſi- 
rous to follow the fame Philaletha in the 
Purification and Animation, that he teaches - 
of common Mercury, to make the Philofe~ -~ 
X X y pher’s Mercury of it, (which is a moft grofs = 
* Error, under which he hath hidden the 
* Secret of the Mercury of the wife Men,) 
undertake upon his Word a moft painful ~ 
and almoft impoſſible Work ; and after 2 2 
long Labour full of Cares and Dangers, they 
et nothing but a Mercur, a little more 
| impure than it was at firſt, inftead of a 
UAercum animated with the celeſtial Ouire 
Efſence, a deplorable Error that hath loft and 

riin'd, and will fti} Ruin a very great 

Number of Artiſts. 5 


PTR OPHI LUS. 

Tt is a great Advantage to become Wife 

at another's coft; for my part I will en- 
deavour to reap Profit from this Error b 

following the good Authors, and nie 

my 
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my felf by the Inſtructions your Goodneſs 


is pleafed to give me. One of the Things 


that moft contributes to the blinding of 


Artiſts, who adhere to © and Y, is that 


uſual Expreſſion of Philofophers, i. e. that 
their Stone is compofed of Male and Female, 


that O ſupphes the place of Male, and Y 


` = 


Ife; but yet I fhal be very fe 
ed to you, if you will pleafe to explain, 
to me wherein this difference conſiſts. 


of Female ; Iknow very well, (as my Author 

here fays) (*) That it is not after the fame 21, 

manner with Metals, as with Things that haue 
50 oblig- 


— 


* 


EUDOXUS 
It is a conſtant Truth, that-the-Copu- 


tion of the Male, and of the Female is 
~ ordained by Nature, for the Generation of 


Animals; but this Union of the Male and x x ~ 


Female for the Production of the Elixir, 


as likewife for the Production of Me- 
tals, is purely Allegorical, and is no more 
neceſſary than for the Production of Ve- 
getables, whofe Seed contains in it felf al 
that is required for Germination, Increafe, - 
and Multiplication of Plants. You will! 
then Remark, that the philofophical Mat- 
ter or & of Philoſophers is a true Seed, which, 
cho Homogenous in its Subſtance, is yet f 
2 | F 3 A ado 
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a double Nature, viz. it participates equally of 
the Nature of metallick Suphur and &, imti- 
mately and infeparably united, whereof the 
one reprefents the Male, and the other the 
Female; for which cauſe the Philofophers call 
it Hermaphrodite, (i. e.) that it is endued 
with both Sexes; fo that without having 
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it 
alone fuffices to produce the philofophick In- 
fant,, whofe Family may be infinitely. multi- 
plied inthe fame manner, asa Grain of Wheat 
with time and culture may produce a fufh- 
cient Quantity to fow a vaſt Field. 


PYROPHILUS. 

If thefe Wonders are as real as they are 
probable, one muft confefs, that the Science 
which gives the Knowledge of them, and 
teaches the Practiſe, is almoſt Supernatural 
and Divine; but not to digreſs from my Au- 
thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not 


very bold to maintain confidently, and with- 


22. 


out fhewing very pertinent Reaſons, (*) 
That without it, no true © and dD Can poſſi- 
bly be made. Gold diſputes that quality with 
him, and ſuſtains himſelf by an Argument, 
that carries much of Probability; he lays 
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as 
being a grofs, impure, and venomous Mat- 
| ter; 
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ter; and that Gold on the contrary is a Sub- 
ſunce 8 and without Fault; fo that, 
methinks, this high Pretenſion of the 
Stone (oppoſed by Reaſons that appear not 
to be without Foundation) deſerves to 
be V and proved by Reafons of | 
Weight. E 


EUDOXUS | 
What T have already faid, is more than 
fufficient, to eftablifh to the Stone a Pre- 
eminence not only over Gold, but over all 
created Things; if you confider attentively, 
you will fee that the Force of Truth is fo 
great, that © in attempting to decry the 
Stone by the ‘Defects it has in its Birth, 
though ‘not intending it, yet does indeed 
eftablith its Superiority, by the moft folid 
Reafons that the Stone it felf could allege 
in its own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con- 
feffes and acknowledges, that the Stone 
founds its right of Pre-eminence upon this, 
(% That it is a univerfal Thing. Needs 23. 
there any more for the Condemnation of ©, 
and to oblige it to give place to the Stone? 
You are not ignorant how far univerfal Mat- 
ter excels particular Matter. You have 
been ſhowed that the Stone is the moſt 
pure Part of the metallick Elements, and 


F 4 that 


N 


x 


2 


72 


= 


The HERMETICAL 


that by confequence it is the firft Matter 
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and 


that when this very fame Matter has been 


animated, and made Fruitful by the natu- 


ral Union that is made of it with the Mat- 


ter purely univerfal, it becomes the vege- 
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the 
great Effects that the Philofophers attribute 
to the three Medicines of the three Kinds, 
There is no need of any ftronger Reafons 
to defeat, once for all © and & vulgar, 
from their imaginary Pretenfions ; © and 
S, and all other particular Subſtances, where- 
in Nature finifhes her Operations, whether 
they be perfect, or whether they be abfo- 
lutely imperfect, are intirely unprofitable, 
or contrary to our Art, | 


PYROPAILYVS. 

I am wholly convinced of it; but, I 
know ſeveral Perſons, who ridicule the 
Stone, for pretending to difpute Antiquity 
with ©. Our Author here maintains the 
fame Paradox, and reproves © with -want 
of reſpect to the Stone, in giving the Lie 
(*) to one that is older than it ſelf. Vet as 
the Stone derives its original from the Me- 
tals, it appears difficult to me to comprehend 
the Foundation of its Ancientneſs. 

| en eve ae 
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EUDOXUS. 
There is no difficulty in giving ya Sa» 
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I. do wone 


der how you came to form fuch a doubt ; 


the Stone is the firt Matter of the Metals, 
and confequently it is Prior to ©, and to all 
other Metals; and if it derives its Original 
from them, or if it takes Birth from their 
Deſtruction, it does not therefore follow, 
that it isa Production pofterior to Metals; 
but on the contrary, it is Prior to them, 
fince it is the Matter from whence all Me- 
tals have been formed. The Secret of the 
Art confifts in knowing how to extract 
from Metals this firft Matter, or this me- 
tallick Germ, which is to vegetate by the 
Fecundity of the Philofophick Sea. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I am now convinced of this Truth, and 

I find © to be inexcufable, to be thus 
wanting in reſpect to his Elder, who has 
in its behalf the moft Ancient, and the greate 
eft Philofophers, Hermes, Plato, and Ariſtols 
are in its Intereft. And every Body knows 
them to be unqueftionable Judges in this Cafe. 
Permit me only to ask you a Queftion up- 
on each of the Paflages of thoſe * 
whom 
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by 
their Authority, that it is the only and 
true Matter of the wife Men. | 

The Paſſage of the fmaragdine Table of 

the great Hermes, proves the excellency of 
% the Stone, in that it fhows that the Stone is 
„ endued with two Natures, i. e. with the 
Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of 
inferior Beings ; and that thefe two Natures 
both alike have one only and the fame Ori- 
ginal ; fo that we muft conclude, that they 
being perfectly united in the Stone) compoſe 
tawa thir Being of an inexpreſſible Virtue : But 
I know not whether you will be of my Sen- 
timents, as to the Tranflation of this Paſſage, 
and the Commentary of Hortulanus. One 
reads after theſe words; That which is below, is 

as that which is on high; and that which is on 

25. high, is as that which is below. One reads, (*) 

wy Ci fay;) To do the Miracles of one only T hing. 
For my part, I take it, that the Latin Original 
has quite another Senſe, for the quibus, 1 
, makes the‘ Connexion of the laft Words 

„ With the preceeding, ſignifies, That by thefé 
Things, (that is to fay, by the Union of 

* thefe two Natures) one does the Miracles of 

one Thing. The to, of which the Tran- 

flator and Commentator do make Ufe, de- 

ſtroys the Senſe and the Reaſon of a Paſ- 

ſage, 
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age, that of it ſelf is very proper and in- 
tellgible. Tell me, if you pleaſe, whether 
my Remark be well anded. l 


EUDOXUS. 

Your Remark is not only right, but it is 
aſo important. I confeſs, I had made no 
Reflection upon it; in this you ſpoil the 
Proverb, For here the Scholar outdoes the 
Mafter. But as I had read the Emerald 
Table oftner in Latin than in French, the 
fault of the Tranflation, and of the Com- 
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mentary, had raifed no fort of doubt in 
me, as it may do in thoſe who read only in 


French this ſummary of the fublime Philo- 
fepliy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and 
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mie 
racles ; but it is becaufe they are alike, that 
one can do by them the Miracles of one 
only Thing. You may fee now that Iam 
altogether of your Sentiment in this. 


PYROPHILUS.. 

Tam then mightily well pleafed with my 
Remark; I doubted whether it might deferve 
your Approbation; but J affure my ſelf af- 
ter that, that the Children of the Science will 
alſo thank me to have drawn from you up- 
on this Subject an Explication that will queſ- 

` ſtionleſs 
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tionleſs fatisfy the Difciples of the great 
Hermes. There is no doubt but that the 
Learned Ariſtotle perfectly underſtood this 
great Art. What he has written of it, is 
an evident Proof he did ſo; and in this 
diſpute the Stone has the skill to make 
ufe of the Authority of this great Philofè- 
pber, by a Paſſage that contains its moſt fine 
ee and moft furprizing Qualities. Have 

e Goodnefs, if you alee: to tell me, how 
you underftand this; (X) Jt weds it felf, 
4 is with Child by it felf, and it is Bore of i 


ey 


| EUDOXUS. 
` The Stone weds it felf; in as much as 
in its firft Generation, it is Nature alone 
aſſiſted by Art, that makes the perfect Uni- 
on of the two Subſtances, which give it Be- 
ing, from which Union there reſults at 
the fame time the effential Depuration of 
the Metallick Sulphur and Mercury. An 
Union and Marriage ſo natural, that the 
Artiſt who lends his Hands to it in diſpo- 
fing all things requiſite, can give no Demon- 
ſtration of it by the Rules of Art; ſince 
he cannot even fo much as well compree 


hend the Myſtery of this Union, 
; . The 
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The Stone is with Child by it felf; when 
Art continuing to affift Nature, by mere 
natural Means, puts the Stone in the Dif- 
pofition requifite for it, to impregnate it 
felf with the Aftral Seed, which renders it 
fruitful, and gives it the Power of multi~ 
plying its kind. | 

The Stene is Born of it felf ; becaufe after 
having wedded it ſelf, and after being with 
Child by it ſelf, Art doing nothing elfe than 
to affift Nature, by the continuance of a 
Heat necefſary to Generation, it takes 2 
new Birth from it ſelf, juſt as the Phenix 
is born again from its Afhes; it becomes 
the Son of the Sun, the univerfal Medi- 
cine of all Things, that have Life, and the 
true living Gold of the Philofophers ; which 
by the continuance of the Help of the Art, 
and the Miniftry of the Artiſt, acquires in 
a little time the Royal Diadem, and the fo- 
vereign Power over all his Brethren. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I I very well conceive, that upon the fame 
Principles, itis not difficult to comprehend all 
the other Qualities, that Ariſtotle attributes to 
the Stone, As to kill it ſelf; to reaſſume Life af 
r felf ; to be diſſolv d of it ſelf in its own Blood, 
te coagulate it [elf therqwith anw ; ee 

ne 
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the 
philofophick Stone. Nor do I now find 


any difficulty in the Paſſage of Plato. I 


intreat you, neverthelefs, that you will 
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Philo- 


27. fopher and his Followers meant by this, (*) 
That the Stone has a Body, a Soul, and a 


in it. 


EUDOXUS. ` 

According to natural Order, Plato ought 
to have preceded Ariſtotle, who was his Scho- 
lar, and from whom probably he łearnt the 
fecret Philofophy, wherein he was very deſi- 
rous that Alexander the Great fhould believe 
him perfectly inſtructed; if one may be al- 
lowed to judge of it by certain Paſſages in the 
Writings of this Philofopher, but however, 


ſuch order is of no mighty Importance, if 


therefore you well examine the Paſſage of 
Plato, ad that of Ariſtotle, you will not 
find them much different in Senfe : But 
yet to give you the Satisfaction of an An- 
ſwer to the Queftion you ask me, I will on- 
ly tell you, that the Stone has a Body, in as 
muchas it is, as I have told you before, a Sub- 
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the 
Ponderofity ; that it hath a Soul, ce 

the 
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the moft pure Subſtance of the Elements, in 
which confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen- 
cy; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U- 
nion of the Soul with the Body; which [Soul] 
it acquires particularly from the Influence 
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin- 
ctures. Nor will you find it very hard to con- 
ceive, That all Things are of it, by it, and in 
it; fince you have already feen, that the Stone’ 
is not only the firſt Matter of all Beings 
contained in the mineral and metallick Fa- 
mily, but that it is alfo united to the uni- 
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have 
taken Birth; and this is the Foundation of 
thofe laft Attributes that Plato gives to the 
Stone. 


PYROPHILUS. 

As I perceive that the Stone not only 
attributes to it felf the univerfal Properties, 
but that it pretends alfo, (*) That the Suc- 28. 
cef that Jome Artiſts have had on certain. par 
ticular Proceſſes, is only owing to it; 1 muft 
confefs, that I do not well underftand how 
that can be. 


EUDOXUS. 
And yet this Philofopher explains it pret- 


ty clearly; he fays, that ſome Artiſts who 
| have 
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have imperfectly known the Stone, and have 
alfo known but a of the Work, a 
yet wrought with the Stone, and foun 
means to ſeparate its Spirits which contains 
its Tincture, they have fucceeded ſo far as 
to communicate fome Parts of it to imper- 
fect Metals, which have Affinity with the 
Stone, but that not having a full Under- 
ſtanding of its Virtuess nor of the manner 
of working with it, their Labour has not 
turned to any great Account; and even of 
theſe Artiſts the Number is very {mall. 


PYROPHILUS. 
It is natural to conclude from what you 
have told me, that there are Perfons who 
have the Stone in their Hands, without 
knowing all its Virtues; or if they knew 
them, yet they are ignorant how to work 
with it to fucceed in perfecting the great 
Work, and that this Ignorance is the 
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned 
| jog Succefs. Pray tell me, if it be not 
USe 


EUDOXUS. 
Without doubt many Artifts have the 
Stone in their Poſſeſſion; fome defpife it as 
a mean Thing, others admire it, becaufe bs 


————ů— 
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the Characters, in fome fort fupernatural; 
which it carries in its Birth, and yet without 
knowing all its Value. There are, in fine, 
who are not ignorant of its being the true 
Subject of Philofophy ; but the Operations 
which the Sons of Art are to make upon this 
noble Subject, are intirely unknown to them; 
becauſe they are not taught in Books, and ~ 
becauſe all Philoſophers hide this admirable ~ 
Art which converts the Stone into the Mer- 
cum of Philofophers, and which teaches to ~ 
make the philofophick Stone of this Mercury. 
This firſt Work is the Secret one, eak e 
ing which the Sages declare themſelves on- 
ly in- Allegories, and by impenetrable Enig- 
ma's, or elle are wholly filént in it. And 
this as I have told you, is the great Block, 
at which almoft all Artiſts ſtumble. 


PYROPHILUS. > . 

Happy thofe that are Mafters of fo great 
Knowledge! For my part, I can’t flatter. 
my felf to be arrived at fo high a Point; 
but I find my ſelf at a Loſs to know how 
to thank you enough, for having given me 
all the Inſtructions that I could reafonably 
deſire of you, upon the moſt effential Points 
of this Philoſophy, and indeed upon all 
thofe Points, touching which you have been 

ve peas 


pleaſed . 
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pleaſed to return Anfwers to my Queftions ; 
I earneſtly intreat you not to grow weary, 
for I have ſtill ſomething to ask you, which 
feems to me to be of very great confequence. 
This Philofopber affures, that the Error of thofe 
who have wrought with the Stone, and have 
29. not fucceeded, proceeds (*) from their net 
having known the Original, from whence the 
T inktures come. If the Source of this philo- 
-fophical Fountain be fo fecret, and fo diff- 
„Cult to difcover ; it is certain, that there 
are very many deceived ; for it is generally 
believed, that Metals and Minerals, and par- 
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this 
Tincture, which is capable to tranſmute the 


* 


imperfect Metals. 


"N EUDOXUS. 
This Source of vivifying Water, Js be- 
fore the Eyes of al the World, fays Cofmop- 
lite, and few Men -kuow it. Gold, Silver, 
Metals, and Minerals, contain not a Tin- 
cture able to multiply to Infinity, there are 
none but the living Metals of the Phileſo- 
phers that have obtained from Art and Na- 
ture this multiplying Faculty: And it is 
certain, that there are none but thofe who 
are perfectly enlightned in the philofophick 
Myftery, that know the true Original he 
e 
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the Tinctures. You are not of the Num- 
ber of thoſe, who are ignorant whence the 
Philofophers draw their Treaſures, without 
fear of draining the Source. I have told you 
ckarly, and without Ambiguity, that the 
Heaven, and the Stars, but particularly the . ` 
Sas and Moon are the Principles of this Foun- 
tain of living Water, which is alone proper to ~ 
5 all the Hiria that you 3 It is ~- 

i makes Co/mopolite fay in his Enigmas ~ .. .,. 
that in the delicious Ifle, of which he gives 
the Defcription, there was no Water, and 
and that all the Water that was attempted .. 
to be brought thither by Engines, and by `~- 
An, Was either nfelefs or poifoned, except -. 
the which fome few Perfons Er how to er- 
kal from the Rays of the Sun, or of the x 
Mon. The Means to make this Water to 
defcend from Heaven is truly wonderful ; 
It is in the Stone, which contains the central - 
Water, which is indeed one fole and the fame -. 
Thing with the celeftial Water, but the Se- 
cret conſiſts in the knowing how to make the 
Stone become a Magnet, to attract, embrace, 
and unite this Aftral Quinreſſence to it ſelf, 
bas to make together but one fole Effence, .. 
perfect and more than perfect, able to give 
Perfection to the imperfect, after the Ac- 
‘omplifhment of oor 

2 


E 
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PYROPHILUVS.. 


, : How many and great are my Obligati- 


. 


ons to you, that you are pleaſed to reveal 


— 


edge I could never hope to attain, with- 


to me ſo great Myſteries, to whoſe Know- 


out the Aſſiſtance of your Elucidations.! 


continuance, permit me, if you pleafe, to 


But fince you are pleafed to, indulge my 


tell you, that I never faw any Philofopher 


* 


8 


till now, who fo precifely declares as this 


does, that there muſt be a Wife given to 
the Stone, making it to chat end- in 
this manner. (*) Jf thefe Artifts had carried 
their Enquiry further, and had examined ma 
is the Wife who is proper for mëz F they had . 


ht her out, and. had united me to her, I 
had been able to have tinged athoufand T imes 


more. Although I am fenfible in' gereral, 


that this Paſſage has an entire Relation-to 
the former; yet, I muft confeſs, that: this 
Expreſſion of a Wife, proper for the Stone, 


- does notwithftanding perplex me. 


EUDOXUS. 


It is very much, however, that you know 


already of your ſelf, that this Paſſage has a 
Connexion with that which I but juft be- 
fore explained to yous i. e. that you well 


N 
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' ‘appréhend, that the Wife which is proper 
for the Stone, and which ought to be unitell 
to it, is that Fountain of living Water 
whofe Source altogether Celeſtial, which ~ 
hath particularly its Center in the Sun, and 
in the Moon, produces that clear and pre- 
. ‘ious Stream or Rivulet of the wife Men, 
which gently flides into the Sea of the Phi- 
bfophers; which environs all the World ; it 
is not without very good Reafon, that this 
Divine Fountain is called by the Author, 
the Wife of the Stone; fome have repre- 
fented it under the Form of a heavenly 
Nymph; fome give it the Name of the 
l Gale Diana, whofe Purity and Virginity 
is not denied by the ſpiritual Band that 
unites it to the Stone: In a word, this 
magnetick Connexion is the magical Marri- 

e Of Heaven and Earth, whereof fome 
Driller Have fpoken ; fo that the fruit- 
ful Source of the phyfical Tincture, that 

forms fo great Wonders, takes Birth from 
this altogether myfterious conjugal Union. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I find with an unfpeakable Satisfaction the 
whole Effect of the Elucidations, you have 
been pleaſed to impart to me.; and ſince we 
‘are upon this Point, I. deſire your leave to 
„ 8 3 ask 
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- ask you a Queftion, whichthough it rife 

+ not from the Text of this Author, is yet 

: 3 to — os ge I mee you to 

tell me, whether ical Marriage of 
Heaven and Earth can . 1 at 
time? Or whether there be Seaſons of the 
Year more proper than others to folemnize 
thoſe magical Nuptials ? . 


"= è = EUDOXUS | 
I am already gone too far, tö refuf 
you an Explication fo neceſſary, and fo 
reaſonable. Divers Philofaphers have told 
the Seaſon of the Vear, which is the moſt 
proper for this Operation. Some have made 
no Myſtery of it; others more reſerved 
have not ined themſelves upon this 
Point, but by Parables. The firſt have 
named the Month of March, and the Spring, 
- > S Zachary, and other Philofophers fay, that 
~ they begun the Work at Eafer, and that 
~ they finiſhed it happily within the Courf 
~ of the Year. Others are contented with 
repreſenting the Garden of Heſperides ena- 
melled with. Flowers, and articularly with 
Violets and Primrofes, sih are the earlieft 
Productions of the Spring. Çofmopolite more 
- Ingenious than the reft to indicate, that the 
+» Seafon the moft proper for the philofophick 
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Work, is that wherein all living Beings, » 
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ſenſitives and vegetables, appear animated with x 


a new Fire, which carries them reciprocally 
to Love, and to the Multiplication of their 


Kinds ; he fays, that Venus is the Goddef ß 
this charming Ife, wherein he faw naked all 


the Myſteries of Nature; but to ‘denote 
more precifely this Seafon, he fays, That 
there were fien feeding in the Paftures, Rams 
and Bulls, with twò young Shepherds, expreſ- 
fing clearly in this witty Allegory, the three 
{pring Months, by the three celeftial Signs, 
anfwering to them, viz. Aries, Taurus, and 

PYROPHILUS. as 
I am ravifhed with thefe Interpretations, 
Thofe who are greater Proficients in thefe 
Myfteries than I am, perhaps may not pur 
fo great a Value as I do on the Solution of 
the Enigma’s, whofe Senfe has notwithe 


ſtanding been hitherto impenetrable to mae 


ny of thoſe, who in other paea arè 
ſuppoſed to have very well underſtood the 
Philofophers. I am perſuaded that one ought 
very much to efteem fuch an Inftruction, 
it being capable to make one fee clear into 
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed. 


few would imagine, that the Vielets and 
684 .. 
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—— Bhacinths of Efpagnet, and the horned Beaft 


of the Garden of Heſperides; and the Houfe 
of the Ram of Cofmopalite, and of Philalethe ; 
the Ifle of the Goddeſs Venus, the two 
Shepherds, and the reft that you but now 
e E fhould fignify the Seafon of the 
Spring. I am not the only Perſon who 
gught to give you a thouſand Thanks, that 
vou have been pleafed to unfold theſe Mye 
ſteries; I am aſſured, that in Proceſs of 
Time, there will be found a greater Num- 
„u ber of the Sons of Science, who will blefs 
~ “ “your Memory for having opened their Eyes 
upon a Point more eflential to this grand 
Art, than they would otherwife have been 
inclined to imagine. 


T EUDOXUS. 
- .You have Reafon in that, one cannot 
‘be affured that one. underftands the Philo- 
fophers, without having an entire under- 
ſtanding of the leaft Things that they have 
written. The Knowledge of the Seafon 
proper to begin the Work, is of ‘no little 
conſequence; the fundamental Reaſon there- 
~> xof is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakes 
to perform by our Art, a Thing which is 
above the ordinary Force of Nature, as 
to foften a Stowe, and to caufe a metallick 
à | | l Germ 
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Germ to vegetate ; he finds himfelf indif~ 
penfably obliged to enter by a profound 
Meditation into the moft fecret Receſſes of 
Nature, and to make uſe of plain, but effi- 
cacious Means that ſhe furniſhes him with- 
all; now you ought not to be ignorant, 
that Nature from the beginning of the 
Spring, to renew it ſelf, and to put all the 
Seeds that are in the Boſom of the Earth 
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im- 
pregnates all the Air that environs the Earth, 
with a moveable and fermentatious Spirit, & wy - 
which derives its Original Tönt Te Pathe a 
of Nature; it is properly a ſubtile Nitre, 
which gives the fertility of the Earth, 
whereof it is the Soul, and which Co/mopolite 
calls the Sali-Petre of the Philofophers. It is 
therefore in this prolifick Seaſon, that the 
wife Artift, to make his metallick Seed to 
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiftens it, wa- 
ters It with this prolifick Dew, and gives 0 
it as much of it to drink as the weight of 
Nature requires; after this manner the phi- 
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in 
its Boſom, is animated and vivyfied by it, 
and acquires the Properties which are Effen- “` 
tial to its becoming the vegetable and multi- 
plying Stone. I Tene you will be ae 
| : e 
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ed with this Reaſoning, which is founded 
on the Laws and Principles of Nature. 


 PYROPHILUS. 

It is impoſſible for any to be more fatis- 
fied than I am; you give me that Light 
that the Philofophers have hidden under an 
impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Things 

fo important, that I would willingly puſh 

on my Queftions, to draw what Benefit I 
could from the Goodneſs you have, to dif- 
guiſe me nothing, but not to trefpafs too 
„Afar upon you; I return to the Paffage of 
my Author, where the Stone maintains to 
Gold and Mercury, that it is impoſſible to 
make a true Union of their two Subſtan- 
31. ces; becauſe, fays the Stone, (*) That yon 
are not one only Body, but two Bodies toge- 
ther; and by conſequence you are contrary, if 
the Laws of Nature be confidered. I know 
very well, that the Penetration of Subftan- 
ces, not being poſſible according to the 
Laws of Nature; fo neither is their perfect 
Union poſſible, and that in this Senſe two 
Bodies are contrary to one another; yet as 
almoſt all the Philofophers aſſure, that Mer- 
cury is the firſt Matter of Metals; and that 
according to Geber, it is not a Body, but 
æ Spirit that penetrates Bodies, and parti 
| | * cularly 
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cularly that of Gold, for which it has a vi- 
fible Sy@pathy ; is it not likely, that thefe ~ 
two Subſtances, this Body, and this Spirit, = 


may be perfectly united, to make but one 
1 e Thing of one and the 
fame Nature? N 


EUDOXUS. 

Remark that, there are two Efrors in 
your Reafoning; the firft in that you fup- | 
pofe, that common Mercury is the firſte 
and ſole Matter, whereof Metals are form- 
ed in the Mines, which is not fo. Mercur 
is a Metal, which having leſs Sulphur, and 
leſs terrene Impurity other Metals, 
remains liquid, and running; it unites with 
Metals, and particularly with Geld, as being 
the pureſt of all; and is united lefs eafily 
with the other Metals, in proportion as 
they are more or lefs impure in their na- 
tural Compofition. You muft therefore 
know, that there is a firft Matter of. 
Metals, whereof Mercury it {elf is form- ~ 
ed; it is a viſcous, and mercurial Water, 
which is the Water of our Stone. And 
this is the Sentiment of the true Philaſo- 


Se 
1 fhould be too prolix, if I ſhould here 
fet forth every particular that can be faid 
l o upon 
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ES 


upon this Subject. F procéed to the cond 
Error ‘of your Reafonitig; whidt conſiſts 
in that you imagine, that common 


is a metallick Spirit, which according to 
Sieber, cam interiourly penetrate and tinge 
Metals, be united and remain with them, 
after it fhall have been artificially fxt. 


But you muft confider, that Mercury is 
not called Spirit by Gibers but frbm its 
flying the Fire, becauſe of the Mobility of 
its homogenous Subſtance; neverthelefs, that 
properly ‘hinders not its being a metallick 
Body, which for that Reaſon can never be 
fo perfectly united with another Metal, as 


not to be always ſeparated from it, when- 


Trut 


ever it finds it ſelf prefed by the Ac- 
tion of the Fire. Experience makes good 
this Reaſoning, and therefore the Stone is 
in the right to maintain againſt Gold, that 
there never can be made a perfeé&t’ Union 


of it with Mercy 


PYTROPHILUS. . 
J comprehend very well, that my Rea- 
a was Erroneous, and to tell you the 

„Icould never imagine, that common 
Aiercury was the firſt Matter of Metals; 
though divers grave Philoſophers lay down 
that Truth, for one of the Foundations of 
are oh the 
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the Art. And Iam perfwaded, that one 
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter 
of Metals, ſeperated from metallic“ Bodies; tt >. 
is but a Vapour, a vifcous Water, an in- * 
vifible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word, ¥ * 
that the Seed is not to be found but in the * 
Fruit. I can’t tell whether I {peak proper- ~ 
ly, but I take this to be the true Senſe of 
the Inſtructions you have given me. 


EUDOXUS 
One cannot have better comprehended, 
than you have done thefe Truths-known 
wo ſo few. It is a Satisſaction to talk freel 
with you, concerning the philoſophical My- 
ſteries. What further Quefttions have you 
to ask me? 


PYROPHILUS. .— 
Does not the Stone contradict it felf, 
when it fays, () That with an imperfect Bo- 32. 
dy, it has a conflant Soul, and a penetrating Tin- 
éture? Methinks thefe two great Perfections 

are inconfiftent with an imperfect Body. 


EUDOXUS. n 
One would fay here, that you have al- 
ready forgetten a fundamental Truth, of 
which you were fully convinced before’; 
| 7 recollect 


94 The HeRMETICAL 


ig 


j dg 
vn Perfection of Tincture, are not actually; nor 


recollect your ſelf, that if the Body of 
the Stone were not imperfect with an Im- 
perfection, nevertheleſs, wherein Nature has 
not finifhed her Operation, one could not 
there ſeek for, and much leſs could one be 
able to find Perfection there. This being 
laid down, it will be very eaſy for you to 
judge, that the conſtancy of the Soul, and the 


. y. in a State to manifeſt themfelves in the Stones 


«fo long as it remains in its imperfect Being; 
but then, when by the continuance of che 
Work, the Subftance of the Stone hath paf- 
‘fed from Imperfection to Perfection, and 
“from Perfection to plſquam Perfection, the 
~conftancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of 
the Tincture of its Spirit, are brought from 


“potentiality into Art; fo that the Soul, the 


Spirit, and the Body of the Stone, bei 
“equally exalted, compofe one whole Thing] 
xof a Nature, and ofa Virtue incomprehenſible. 

PYROPHILUS. 

Since my Queftions give occaſion to 
. hi {peaking Things ſo extraordinary, I 
g you not to take it amifs, that I conti 
nue my Enquiries. I was always perfuade 
ed, that the Stone of the Philofophers was a 
real Subftance, falling under the Senfes, yet 
, | TITT Fpa 
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I perceive this Author aſſures the contrary; 

in faying, () Our Stone is Inviſible. I af- 33. 
.fure you, that whatever ay Opinion I 
may have of this Philofopher, he muſt in 
this Point give me leave not to be of his 
Sentiment. 5 


EUDOXUS. ee 


And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick- + - 


ly to it. This aig a is not the only one 
who ufes this fort of Language; the greater 
Part of them ſpeak after the fame manner 
as he does; and to tell you the Truth, 
our Stone is properly Invifible, as well in w 
regard of its Matter, as in regard of its 
Form. In regard of its Matter; becauſe, 
although our Stone, or our Adercury (for 
there is no difference) does really exift, it 
is yet true, that it appears not to our Eyes: 
at leat, not unleſs the Artifts lend his - 
Hand to Nature to help her to bring fort! 
this philofophical Production; and this 
made Co ag fay, That the Subject of our 
Philofopby hath a real Exiſtence; be that it 
is not to be feen, but when it pleaſes the Ar- 
tiff to make it appear. l 
The Stone 1s likewife no lefs Invifible in 
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form, 
the Principle of its admirable Faculties, 5 
this 
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this Principle, this Energy of the Stoné, 
and that Spirit in which refides the Efficacy 
of its Tincture, is a pure Aſtral impal- . 


ise Effence, that does not manifeft it felf 


ut by the furprifing Effects it produces. 
The Philofophers often ſpeak of their Stone, 
as conſidered in that Senſe. Hermes under- 
ſtands it fo, when he fays, T hat the Wind 
carries it in its Belly ; and Cofmopolie is 


not remote from this Father of Philoſo- 


phy, when he affures, That our Subject is 


will be no longer dark to me; T chall, how- 


before the Eyes of all the World ; that no 
Body can live without it; that all Creatures 
aa uf of it; but that few perceive it. 
Well then, are you not of your Anthor’s 
Sentiment, and muſt you not conſeſs, that 
in whatſoever manner you conſider, the 
Stone, it is truly faid to be Inviſible. 


pT ROP HI L US. 

I muft have either Senſe nor Reaſon, 
if I fhould not confent to a Truth, that 
you make me as it were; touch with my 
Finger, unfolding to me at the fame time, 
the moft obſcure, and moft myſterious Senſe 
of the philoſophical Writings. I find my 
ſelf ſo illuminated by what you tell me, 
that, methinks, the moſt obſcure Authors 


ever, 
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ever, be obliged to you, if you pleafe to 
tell me your pee concerning the Pro- 
pofition that this Author advances ; (*) 34. 
That it is not poffible to acquire the Poffelfion 
the philofophical Mercury, otherwife than 
by the Means of two Bodies, whereof the one 
cannot receive Perfection without the other. 
This Paſſage ſeems to me ſo poſitive, and 
fo preciſe, that I doubt not, but that it is 
fundemental in the Practice of the Work. 


= EUDOXUS. 

There is none moft certainly more fun- 
damental, ſince this Philofopber tells you 
in this Paſſage, how the Stone is form’d, 
on which is founded all our Philofophy ; 
our Mercury or our Stone does indeed 
take Birth from two Bodies 3. but Note, 
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo- 
dies which produces our Mercury, or our 
Stone: For I have juft fhewn you, that 
Bodies are contraries, and there can be 
no perfect Union made of them; but our 
Stone on the contrary is born from the 
Deſtruction of two Bodies, which acting 
one upon the other, as the Male and the 
Female, or as the Body and the Spirit, af- 
ter a manner no leſs Natural than In- 
comprehenfible to che Artiſt, who lends it 

H the 
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the requifite Help, do intirely ceafe to be 
that which they were before, to bring forth 
a Production of a miraculous Nature and 
Original; and which hath all the neceſſary 
Difpofitions to be carried by Artand Nature, 
from Perfection to Perfection, to a ſovereign 
Degree, which is above Nature it ſelf. 
Remark alſo, that thoſe two Bodies 
which deſtroy themſelves, and confound 
themſelves one in the other for the Produ- 
ction of a third Subſtance, and of whom 
the one holds the place of Male, and the 
other of Female, in this new Generation, 
are two Agents, who ftripping themſelves 


of their groffeft Subftance in this Action, 
change their Nature to bring forth a Son, 
of an Original more noble, and more 


illuſtrious than the Parents that give him 


Being, and in being Born, he carries viſi- 


ble Marks, that evidently fhew, that Hea- 
ven prefided at his Birth. — 


- Remark, moreover, that our Stone is 
born again many feveral Times, but that in 


every one of its new Births it {till draws its 
Rife from two Things. You have been 


juft now thown how it begins to be born of 
two Bodies; you have feen that it efpoufes 


‘a celeftial Nymph, after it has been ſtript 


of its terreftrial Form, to make but one 


ſole 
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ſole and fame Thing with her; you muſt 
know alfo, that after the Stone hath appear- 
ed a new, under a terreſtrial Form, it muft = ~ » 7 
again be Married to a Spoufe of its own 
Blood ; fo that there are ftill two Things 
which produce one Thing] only of one ſole 
and fame Kind; and as it is a certain Truth, 
that in all the different States of the Stone, 
the two Things that are united to give it 
a new Birth, come from one fole and fame 
Thing ; it is alfo upon this Foundation of | 
Nature, that Cofmopolite ſupports an incon- 7 2+ y:- 


wom 3 


teftable Truth in our Philoſophy, that is 
to fay, That of one is made two, aud of two * 
one, in which all Operations, Natural and Phi- > 
lofophical, are terminated without any Poffibili- * 
ty of going further. 


PYROPHILUS. | 

How abftrufe foever theſe ſublime Truths 
are, you. render them ſo intelligible, and 
fo palpable to me, that I conceive them 
almoſt as diſtinctly, as if they were mathe- 
matical Demonſtrations. Permit me, if you 
pleaſe, to make fome further Enquiry, that 
fo I-may have no further remaining Scru- 
ples about the Interpretation of this Author. 
I have very well comprehended, that the 


Stone born of two Subftances of one fame 
' H 2 l Kind, 
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Kind, is one whole Homogeneity, ahd a 
third Being, endued with two Natures, 
which renderit of it ſelf fole ſufficient to the 
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but yet 
Ido not very well comprehend, how this 

, Philofopher underſtands, () That the * ™ 
Thing whereof the univerfal Medicine is made, 
is the Water, and the Spirit of the Body. 


EUDOXUS. 
You would find the Senfe of this Paflage 
felf-evident, if you did but recollect your 
ſelf, that the rl and moſt important Ope- 
x ration of the Practice of the firt Work, i% 
to reduce into Water that Body, which is» 
~ our Stone, and that this is the moft Secret » 
Point of our Myſteries. I have fhewed. 
you, that this Water muft be vivified and 
fertilized by an aſtral Seed, and by a cele- 
ſtial Spirit, wherein refides the Whole Eff. 
cacy of the 1 Tincture: So that if» 
you well. reflect upon it, you will confeſs 
that there is no Truth in our Philoſophy, 
more evident than what your Author here 
advances, i. e that one only Thing, where- 
of the Sage hath need . Things, 
Ts no other than the Water and the Spirit of the ~ 
Body. The Water is the Body, and the 
Soul of our Subject, and the aftral Seed is 


the 


* ms 
*. 
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the Spirit of it; and it is therefore that 


the Philofophers aſſure, that their Matter has 
a Body, a Soul, anda Spirit. 


PTROPHEHIL US. 

« I confefs my Inattention, and that had 

« I well confidered, I had formed no man- 
ner of doubt upon this Paffage ;. but here is 
another, which, however, is no great Sub- 
jet of Scruple ; but neverthelefs, I could 
wifh to know your Senfe of thofe Words, 
viz. that the only Thing which is the 
Subject of the Art, and has not its like in 

* the World; (*) is yer vile, and to be had 36. 

„ for little cofl. a aa 


; EU DOA US. 
This Matter, ſo precious by the excellent 
- Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is 
truly mean, with regard to the Subſtances 
from whence it derives its Original. Their 
Price is not above the Ability of the Poor. 
Ten Pence is more than ahaden to pur- 
chaſe the Matter of the Stone. But the 
Inſtruments, and the Means that are neceſ- 
ſary to po the Operations of the Art; 
require fome fort of Expence; which makes 
Geber fay, That the Work is not for the Poor. 
The, Matter therefore is mean, confidering 
e e the 
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the Foundation of the Art beeaufe it coſts 
but very little; it is no leſs mean, if one con- 
fiders exteriourly that which gives it Per- 
fection, ſince in that regard it coſts nothing 
at all, in as much as all the World has it in 
Ants Power, fays oF i arid fo that whe- 

ther you diftinguith thefe Things, or whe- 
ther you confound them, as the Philofophers 
do, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, it is 
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing 
mean in one Senfe, but that in another it 1s 
moft precious, and that there are none but 
Fools that defpife it, by a juft Judgment 
of God. | 


PYROPHILUS. 

I ſhall now be quickly as well inſtructed 
as I can with; do me only the Favour to 
tell me, how one may know which is the 
true way of the Philofophers ; becauſe they 
defcribe many different, and often in Ap- 
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled 
with an Infinity of various Operations; as 

x Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se- 

s parations, Sublimatjons, Diftillations, “Cage 
= x gulations, Fixations, Deſiccations, concern- 
ing each of which they make whole Chap- 
ters; which throws the Artifts into fuch a 
Labyrinth, that tis ſcarce poſſihle for them to 

* 3 extricate 
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extricate themfelves This Philofopher, me- 
thinks, infinuates, that as in this great Art, 
there is but one evil fo neither is there 
but one way, for which he gives no other 
Reaſon but this; he ſays, (*) That the So- 
‘bution of the Body is not made but in its own 
Blood. I find not any Thing in this whole 
Treatiſe, wherein your Inſtructions may 
prove more neceſſary to me, than upon this 
Point, which concerns the Practice of the 
Work, upon which all therPhilofophers make 
Profeſſion of Silence: Ibefeech you, there- 
fore, not to deny me your Directions in 
fo needful a Point. ! 


EUDOXUS. 

It is not without a great deal of Reafon 
that you make me this Requeft, it Regards 
the effential Point of the Work, and I could 
heartily wifh it were in my Power to anfwer 
as diſtinctly to this, as I have done to divers 
of your a Queftions. I proteft to you, 
that I have every where told you the Truth ; 
and I will {till continue to do fo ; but you 


a7 


NOY * 


* 


know, that the Myſteries of our facred - 
Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte- . 


rious Terms : I will, however, tell you 
without any Ambiguity, that the general 
Intention of our Art, is exactly to purify, 

H 4 and 
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and to ſubtilize a Matter of it feif unclean y 
and grofs. And this is-a moft important 
Truth, that deferves you fhould make Re- 
flection upon it. | i 
Remark, that to attain this End, man 
Operations are requifite; which tending all 
but to one and the fame Scope, are not. in the 
main confidered by the Philooghers but as 
bone fole and fame Operation diverfly Con- 
„ tinued. Obferve, that Fire ſeparates at firſt x 
AI the heterogenous Parts, and conjoins the ho- 
mogenous Parts of our Stone; that the. ſeget » 
A Fire produces afterwards the fame Effect; = 
but. moss efficacioufly in introducing into 
«the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in- 
t teriourly the fecret Gate which ſubtilizes and 
A ſublimes the pure Parts: Tparating them 
from thoſe that are terreftfial and adult 
„a The Solution which is afterwards made by 
the Addition of--the~aftral Quinteſſence, 
which animates the Stone, efnakes a third 
Depuration of it, and Diſtillation compleats 
it entirely; thus purifying and ſubtilizing the 
Stone by many different Degrees, to which 
the Philofophers uſe to give the Names of as 
many ſeveral Operations, and of Converſi- 
on of Elements, it is exalted to that Per- 
fection, which is the nigheſt Diſpoſition to 
conduct it to plaſquam Perfection, by » 
Regiment 
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Regiment proportioned to the final Inten- 

tion of the Art, that is to fay, unto per- 
fect Fixtion. You fee now, that to {peak 
properly, there is but one way, as there s 
but one Intention in the firt Work, and 
that the Philofophers defcribe nat many ways 


but becaufe they conſider the different Ne- å} 


of Depurations, as fo many Operati- 


ons, and different Ways, with defign (as 


N 


ceal this admirable Art. _ 4 
As to the Words by which your Au- 


£ 


the Body is nőt made but in its own Blood; 
I muft;make. you obferve that in our Art, `, 


ſential Solutions made, wherein the Body 
is not. diſſolved but in its own Blood, and 
that is in the Beginning, in the Middle. 
and at the End of the Work; take good 
Notice of this. I have already ſhewed yous 
that in the principal Operations of the Art, 
there are always two Things which produ- 
ces one, that of thofe two Things, . one 
fupplies the place of the Male, and the 
other of the Female; one is the Body, 
the other is the Spirit: You muft make 
here the Application of it, i. e. that in 
the three Solutions that I mention to 
eae: he 


W 
there is in three different Times, three eſ x ~~ | 

* 

M 


your Author- very well Remarks) to con- 


thor concludes, i. e. that the Solution of + * 
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«xx the Male and the Female, the Body and 
the Spirit, are no other Thing, but the 
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two 
Things are of one fame Nature, and of 
one fame kind; fo that the Solution of the 
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of 
the Male by the Female, and that of the 
Body by its Spirit. And this is the order 
of thefe three important Solutions. 

In vain you would attempt by Fire the 
true Solution of the Male in the firſt Ope- 
ration, you could never fucceed in it, with- - 
out the Conjunction of the Female; it is 
in their mutual Embraces that they con- 
found and change each other, to produce 
one whole Homogeneity, different from 
them both. You would in vain open and 
ſublime the Body of the Stone, it would be 
yaa ufelefs to you, unlefs you made it 
efpoufe the Wife which Nature hath defign- 
ed for it; fhe is that Spirit, Lom whence 
the Body hath drawn its firſt Original; 
which Body diſſolves therein as Ice does 
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has 
very well Remarked. In fine, you would 
attempt in vain to make the perfect Soluti- 
on of the fame Body, if you fhould not 
~ reiterate upon it the Affufion of its proper 
Blood, which is its natural Adenffrunm, its 
Wife, 
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith 
it fo intimately unites, that from thence- . 
forth they become but one fole and fame 
Subftance. me a 


PYROPHILUS. 

After all this which you have revealed to 
me, I have nothing more to ask you about the 
Interpretation of this Author. I do very 
well comprehend all the other Advantages 
that he aſcribes to the Stone, more than to 
. Gold and Mercury. I do alo conceive how 
the Excefs of the Rage of thefe two Cham- 
pions, tranſported them to join their Forces, 
to vanquifh the Stone by Arms, not being 
able to ſubdue it by Reaſon; but how 1s 


* . 
„ 


it to be underſtood, That the (*) Stone 39. 


devour d᷑ them, and fwallowed them both up, 
fo that there remain d not any Track of them. 


EUDOXUS. 

Know you not that the great Hermes 
fays, That the Stone is the ſtrong Force of 
all Forces; for it will 1 all fibs 
tile Things, and will penetrate every folid 
Thing. And your Author expreſſes the 
very fame Thing here in other Terms to 
teach you, that the Power of the Stone 
is fo great, that nothing is able to reſiſt it. 

It 
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It ſurmounts indeed all the imperfect Metals, 
tranſmuting them into perfect Metals in 
ſuch a manner, that there remains no Tract 
of what they were before. 


PYROPHILUS. 


I very well comprehend thefe Reafons, 
ahd yet I have ſtill remaining one doubt 
alas perfect Metals; Gold, for Exam- 
pk, is a Metal conftant and perfect, which, 
therefore, methinks, the Stone fhould no 
be able to devour. 


EUDOXUS. 


Your doubt is groundlefs ; for as the 
Stone, ſtrictly fpeaking, does not devour 
imperfect Metals, but fo changes their Na- 
ture, that there remains nothing to know by 
what they were before; fo T Stone not 

A being able to deſtroy Gold, nor to tranſmute 
w it into a more perfect Metal, tranſmutes # 
mto a Medicine a thouſand Times moe 
perfect than Gold, ſince it can then tranf- 
mute a thouſand Times as much imperfect 
Metal, according to the Degree of Perfe- 
ction that the Stone has receiv’d of the Art. 


PTR O. 
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PYROPHILUS. 


I perceive the little Foundation there was 
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there is 
fo much fubtilety in the lealt Hints of the 
Philofophers, that you ought not to think it 
ſtrange, that I have often ſtuck upon Thin 
that ought elfe to have appeared to me fufh- 
ciently intelligible of themfelves. I have 
no more but two Queftions to ask you, 
and they are on the Subject of the two Ad- 
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons of 
the Science, touching the manner of Proceed- 
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe te 
9 in chee Sank of he vor 
Medicine. He advifes them in the firft 
Place, to fharpen their Minds; to read the 
Writings of the wife Men with Prudence, 
to Labour with Exactneſs; to proceed with- 
out Precipitation in a Work {o precious: 
x Becaufe, fays, he (*) That it has its time 


A 


x ordained by Nature; even as the Fruits which 38. 
xare upon the Trees, and the clufter of Grapes 
that the Vine bears. I conceive very wall 
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counſels; but pray, 
be pleafed to explain to me, how this Limi- 


tation of Time is to be underftood. 


E U- 
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EUDOXUS. 
Your Author fufficiently explains itto you 
buy the comparifon of Fruits, which Nature 
produces in their due Seafori . this Compa- 
rifon is Exact: The Stone is a Field which 
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and 
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro- 
duce its Fruit. And as the four Seafons 
of the Year are neceſſary to the perfect 
Production of Fruits, fo the Stone has in 
ke manner its determinated Seafons. Its 
Winter, during which Cold and Húridi- wx 
* ty have Dominion in this Earth thus pre- 
< pared and fowed. Its Spring, wherein the w~ 
7 =  philofophick Seed being Warm d, gives 
Signs of. Vegetation and Increaſe; its 
Summer, during which its Fruit ripens, - . 
-and becomes proper to Multiplication ; and 
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being 
perfectly Ripe, rejoices the Wife that have 
the good Fortune to gather it. 
To leave you nothing to defire upon 
this Subject, I muft here make you obferve 
three Things. Firſt, That the Sage ought to 
imitate Nature in the Practice of the Work ; 
and as this wife Worker [viz. Nature] can 
produce nothing perfect, if its Motion be 
made violent, fo the Artift ought to cal Sai 
the 


* 


* 


TRIUMPH. 111 


the Principles of his Matter to act interi- 
ourly, by exteriourly adminiſtring a Warmth 

or Heat proportioned to its need, The 
ſecond Thing is, that the Knowledge of 
the four Seaſons of the Work, ought to 

be a Rule, which the Wife thould follow 

in the different Regiments of the Fire, in 
Proportioning it to each, according as Na- 

ture fhows it, who has need of leſs Heat 

to put the Trees in Bloſſom, and to Form 

the Fruit, than to make them perfectly Ripe. 
Thirdly, That though the Work has its four 
Seafons, fo as Nature has, it does not fol- 
low that the Seafons of Art, and of-Na- ~ 
ture, muſt precifely anſwer to each other, 
the Summer of che Work may happen with- w x ~ 
out Inconvenience in Nature's Autumn, and ~: 

its Autumn in her Winter. It fuffices, -~ . . 
that the Regiment of the Fire, be propor- . 
tion’d to the Seafon of the Work; it is 

in that only, that the great Secret of the - 
Regiment conſiſts, for which I cannot give 

you a more certain Rule. | 


PYROPHILUS. 


By this Reafoning, and by this Similitude, 
you give me an open View upon a Point, 
of which the Philofepters have made 3 of 

f | their 
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their greateft Myſteries; for the Doctrine of 
the Regiments is not to be learn d by their 
Writings, but I fee with an extream Sa- 
tisfaction, that in imitating Nature and Be- 

x x w ginning the order of Seafons of the Work 
by the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife 
«to judge, how by the divers Degrees of 
«Heat, which anfwer to thofe Seafons, he 
can affift Nature, and bring the Fruit of 
this philofophical Plant to a perfect Ma- 


a e + 

y Author in the fecond Place advifes 
the Sons of Art, to have Uprightnefs of 
Heart; and to propofe to themfelves an ho- 
neft End in this Work, declaring pofitive- 
ly to them, that without theſe good Diſ- 
pofitions, they muft not expect a Bleſſing 
from Heaven upon their Labour, upon 
which all good Succefs depends. He aſſures, 

40. That (*) God does not communicate fo great 
a Gift, but to thofe that ill male a good uſẽ 
of it; and that he deprives thofe of it, who 
defign to ufe it for Commiffion of Evil. This 
feems to be no other than a manner of 
uſual ſpeaking with the Philoſophers; pray 
tell me what Reflections ought to be made 
upon this laft Point? . 


E U. 
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EU DOA US. . 
Vou are fufficiently inſtructed in our Phi- 
lofophy, to comprehend, that the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the univerfal Medicine, and of the 
great Elixir, is of all worldly Treaſures- the 
greateſt, the moſt real, and the moft valu- 
dle that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenſe 
Riches, ſupream Dignities, and all the 
Greatneſſes of the Earth, are not compara- 
ble to this precious Treaſure, which is the 
fole temporal Good, able to fatisfy the 
Heart of Man. It gives to him that pof- 
feffes it, a long Life, exempt from all forts 
of Infirmities, and puts into his Power 
more Gold and Silver, than is poſſeſſed by 
all the moft mighty Monarchs together. 

This Treafurė hath moreover this particu- 
lar Advantage, above all other Bleffings of 
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him- 
felf perfectly ſatisfied, even with its only 
Contemplation, and that he can never be 
troubled with the fear of lofing it. 
You are likewife fully convinced, that 
God governs the World; that his Di- 
vine Providence cauſes, that there reigns 
an Order, which his infinite Wiſdom Ta 
eſtabliſned in it from the beginning of 
all Ages, and that this Providence is He 
f = 1 that 
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor 
that pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne- 
ceſſary Order of Things, that muft make 
them follow without any Diſtinction: But 
on the contrary, you are well perfuaded, 
that the Wifdom of God prefides over all 
the Events that happen or appear in the 
World. | 
Upon the double Foundation, which thefe 
two Reflections.eftablifh, you cannot doubt 
but that God who diſpoſes Sovereignly of 
all the Poſſeſſions in the World, never per- 
mits that thofe who apply themſelves to the 
Search of this precious Treafure, with defign 
to make a bad ufe of it, ſhould by their En- 
deavours come to its Pofleffion.; really what 
Miſchiefs might not be caufed in the World 
by a perverfe Spirit, Who would have no 
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition; 
and to indulge his Luſts, if he had in 
his Power and Poſſeſſion this certain Means 
of executing his moft' criminal Enterprizes. 
Wherefore the Philpfophers, who perfectly 
know: what Miſchiefs and Diforders might 
accrue to civil Society, if the Knowl 
of this great Secret were Revealed to 
impious, do not treat of it, but with fear, 
nor {peak of it, but enigmatically, to che 
end, that it may not be comprehended, but 
eee by 
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by thoſe whoſe Study and Endeavours God 
will bleſs. e 
PrROPHILUVS. 7 
There can be none that are of good 
Senſe, and who fear God; but muft agree 
in thefe Sentimenits, and muft be fully per- 
ſuaded, that to ſucceed in fo great . ſo 
important an Enterprize, the Divine Good- 
neſs is to be e ſupplicated to illu- 
minate our Minds, and to give his Bleſ- 
fing to our Endeavours. It only remains, 
that I return you moft humble ‘Thanks, that 
you have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of 
the Science, to diſcourſe with me fincerely, 
and to inftruct me in fo great Myfteries, as 
clearly, and as intelligible, as is lawful to 
do, and as I would reafonably deſire. I 
proteft to you, that my Acknowledgment 
hall aft as long as my Life. 
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LETTER 


To the true 


_DISCIPLES 
HERMES 


| CONTAINING ` 


Six principal Keys ‘of the fecret 
Philofophy. 


F I writ this Letter to perſuade 
: thoſe to the Truth of our Phi- 
(i? B| lofophy, who imagine, that it 
is only a vain Idea, and a 
— meer Paradox, I would follow 
the Example of many Maſters in this grcat 
oe ; I would endeavour to convince 

rt 
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fort of Wits of their Errors, by demon- 
ſtrating to them the Solidneſs of the Prin- 
ciples of our Science ſupported by the 
Laws, and by the Operations of Nature, 
and I would ſpeak but flightly of what 
belongs to the Practice: But as I have a 
quite different Deſign, and that I write 
only for you, the wiſe Diſciples of Her- 
mes, and true Sons of the Art, my only In- 
tention is to ſerve you as a Guide in a way 
fo difficult to be follow'd. Our Practice 
is in Effect a track in the Sands, where 
one ought to conduct one's ſelf rather 
by the North Star than by any Footſteps 
Which are ſeen imprinted there. The Con- 
fuſion of the Tracks, which an almoſt in- 
finite Number of People have left there, is 
ſo great, and one finds ſo many different 
Paths, which almoſt all of them lead into 
moſt frightful Deſarts, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible not to ſtray from the true Road, 
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven 
have happily known how to find out and 
to difcover. sE 

This Confufion ftops the Sons of Art 
at once; {fome in the beginning, o- 
thers in the middle of this philofophical 
Courſe, and ſome even when they ap- 
proach nigh the End of this painful Jour- 
a I 3 ney, 


* 


the happy End of their Undertaking ; 


Wey which remains for ther: ty go» i$ 
the molt difficult. They know not that 


the World, not in regard to its O +) 
ions, but in refpe@ of | 
tions, but in _refpect of the DI culries 

which are In itz to learn it ny from J 


Play of Children; on the other it requires 

in ele who fearch for the- Truth. by their d 
Labor, md their Study, a profound Know- 

ledge of the-Prineiplesy-and of the Gem 
tions of Nature in the three Kinds; Bar ` 
, particularly in the mineral and metallic 
Kind. Tis a great Point tó find out the 
true Matter, which is the Subject of our 
N | e 


3 
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Work; you muft for this pierce though 
a thouſand obſcure Vaik, wherewith it has 
been ſpread over; you muſt diſtinguiſh it 
by its proper Name, among a Million of un- 
common Names, whereby the. Philgophers 
have differently expreft it; you muſt un- 
derftand all the Properties of it, and judge of 
al the Degrees of Perfection, which the Art 
is capable of giving to it; you muĝ know 
¥ xehe fecret Fire of the Wife, which is the * 
only. Agent which can open, fublime, pu- 
rify, and difperfe the Matter to be reduced Oper 7 
into Water; you muft for this penetrate “7% e 
into the Divine Source of the celeſtial Wa- . 


Water into an incombuſtible Oil, by the 
entire Solution of the Body, from whence 


it drawes its Originals and to effect this, you 
muſt make the Converſion of the Ele- 
ments, the Separation, and the Re- union of 
, ‘the three Principles; you muſt learn to 
‘ know how to make thereof a white Mer- 
gh and a citrine Mercury; you mult 
fix this Mercury, nouriſh it with its own w 
Blood, to the End that it may be con- 
verted into the fixt Sulphur of the Philoſo- 
phers. Theſe are the fundamental Points of 
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our Art; the reft of the Work is found 
clearly enough taught in the Books of the 
Philofopbers, that we have no need of an 

» ampler Explanation. — esc a 
A As there are three Kingdoms [or Reigns] 
in Nature, fo there are alfo three Medicines in 
our Art which make three different Works 
in the Practice, and which are neverthelefs 
but three different Degrees, which raife our 
Elixir to its higheft Perfection. Theſe im- 
rtant Operations of the three Works, are 
y all Philofophers reſerved under the Key 
of the Secret, to the End that the facred 
Myſteries of our divine Philofophy may 
„ not be revealed to the Profane; but to you 
Sho are the Sons of the Science, and can 
w underftand the Language of the Wife, the 
Locks fhall be opened, and you ſhall have 
the Keys of the precious Treafures of Na- 
ture and of Art, if you apply all your Mind 
to the Underftanding of what I do defign 
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is 
neceffary for thofe, who are predeftinated 
‘as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fub- 
lime Myfteries. I will put into your Hands 
fix Keys, wherewith you may enter into 
the ae, of Philoſophy, open all its 
Receſſes, and arrive at the Underſtanding of 
the moft hidden Truths. e 
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The faf Key. 

The firft Key is, that which opens the 
dark Priſons, in which the Sulphur is fhut = 
up; this is it which knows how to extract the 
Seed out of the Body, and which forms the 
Stone of the Philofophers, by the Conjun- 
ction of the Male with the Female; of the 
Spirit with the Body; of Suphur with 
Mercury. Hermes has manifeſtly demon- 

ſtrated the Operation of this firſt Key, by 
thefe Words: In the Caverns of the Metals » i>. - 
there is hidden, the Stone which is Venerable, ` 
bright in Colour, a Mind ſublime, and an 
open Sea. This Stone has a bright glittere ye ~ 
ing, it contains a Spirit of a ſublime Ori- 
ginal, it is the Sea of the Wiſe, in which 

they Fiſn for their my ſterious Fiſn. The 
fame Philoſopher does {till more 5 

take Notice of the Nativity of this admi- 

rable Stone, when he fays: The King fhall 

come aut af the Fire, and fhail rejoice in his 
Marriage, and the hidden Things fhall be laid 
pen. °Tis a King crowned with Glory, 
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who is 
pleafed with the Union of the Spoufe, which 
is. given to him. Tis this Union which 
miks manifeſt that which before was hid- 
en. ! l 
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But before I go any further, I have 

a Counſel to give you, which will be 

“of no ſmall Advantage to you; that is, to 

reflect, that the Operations of each of the 

three Works, having a great deal of Ana- 

- logy and Réhtion to one another; the Phi- 
loſophers do defignedly fpeak in equivo- 
cal Terms, to the end that thofe who have 
not Lynx s Eyes, may purfue wrong, and 
be loft in: hi 2 75 from 5 rt 
is very hard to get out. In effect, when 
one imagines, that they fpeak of one 
Work, they often treat of another ; take 
heed, therefore, not to be deceived heres 

Se . in: For it is a Truth, that in each Work >` 
TA: wife Artiſt ought to diffolve the Bor , 
„s fead dy with the Spirit, he muft cut off t 
FF 

‘fo 74 bify the White; yet it is properly in the 
2 Fokide gs Operation, 52 the 5 off 
Se aaon'® the Head of the black Dragon, and of the 
„bee Raven. Hermes fays, that tis from thence 
= ` that our Art takes its beginning. What is H. i 
| Horn of the Crow, is the beginning of this Asi. 

Ant. Confider, that it is by the Separati- 

on of the black, foul, and ſtinking Fume 

of the blackeft Black, that our aftral;-white, 
and refplendent Stone is formed, which 
heip of containeth in its Veins the Blood of the 
GLE TOW 2a, N Pelican; 
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Felicaj ; tis at this firft Purification of the s rye 5 
Stone, and at this fhinmg Whitenefs, thar -za 
the firſt Key of the firft Work is ended. 


3 The fecond Key, 

The fecond Key diſſolves che Com. 
pound, or thé Stone, and begins the Sepas. 
tation of the Elements in a philoſophicat 
Manner ; this Separation of the Elements: 
is not made but Ny taifing up the ſubtile 
and · Pure Parts above the thick -and terres 
ftrial Parts. He who knows How to fube 
Time the Stone philoſophically, juftly de- 
ferves the Name of a Philoſopher, ſince he 

.. hows the Fire of the Wife, which is the | 
< otib Inſtrument, which can Work tiff 
Sublimation. No Philofopher has ever open- 

Revealed this fecret Fire, and this pow 
efful Agent, which Works all the Wons 
ders of the Art; he who fhall not under- 
ftafid it, and not know how to diltinguifh 
it by the Characters wherewith I have en- 

- eavoured to point it out in the Difcourfe 
of Eudoxus and- Pyrophilus, ought to make 
a ſtand here, and ‘pray to God to make it 
clear to him; for the Knowledge of this 
great Secret, is rather a Gift of Heaven; 
than a Light acquired by the Force of Rea» 
ſoning; let him, nevertheleſs, read the Wri- 


tings 
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tings of the Philoſophers; let him meditate, 
at above all let him pray; there is no dif- 
ficulty, which may not in the end be made 
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer. 

Without the Sublimation of the Stong 
the Converſion of the Elements, and the 
Extraction of the Principles is impoſſible; 
„ » and this Converfion, which makes Water 
sof Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air, 
z the only Way whereby our Mercury can 
x be ig alg Apply your felf then io hace 
this. {fecret Fire, which diſſolves the Stone 
naturally, and without Violence, and makes 
it diflolve.into Water in the great Sea of 
the Wife, by the Diſtillation hich is made 

by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon. 
Tis in this manner that the Stone, which ac- 
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wifey Via 
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope- 7074 
rations of Art, produces their reCtified Wa- of 
ter of Life, and their moft ſharp Vinegar. Al, 
This Father of our Philofophy crys’ out Sharp 
"+. concerning this Myftery ; O Gleffed watry Lene 
Form, which diffolvef the Elements] The 
. Elements of the Stone could not be dif- 
folved, but by this Water wholly Divine; 
nor could, a perfect Diſſolution be made 
of it, but after a proportioned ä 

: : an 


na 
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and Putrefaction, at which the ſecond Key 
of the firft Work is ended. oe 


The third Key. a 


The third Key comprehends of it felf 


alone a longer Train of Operations, than all 
the reft together: The Philofophers have 
fpoken very little of it, ſeeing the Perfecti- 


on. of our. Mercury.depends thereon ;. the - 


fincereft themſelves, as Artephius, Treviftny <... 


Flamel, have paſt in Silence the Preparati- 


ons of our Mercury, and there is hardly 
one found, 5 not feign’d inftead 
of fhowing the longeft and the moft im- 

tant of the Operations of our Practice. 
With a defign to lend you a Hand in this 
part of the Way, which you have to go, 
where for want of Light it is impoſſible to 
follow the true Road, I will inlarge my 
ſelf more than the Philofephers have done, 
on rhis third Key, or at leat I will- follow 
in an order that which they have ſaid of this 
Subject {o confuſedly, that without the In- 
ſpiration of Heaven, or without the help of 
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubtedly 


7 


7 


in this Labyrinth, without being able to find 


a happy Deliverance from thence. I am- 
ſure that you who are the true Sons of the 
Sciences will receive a very great Satisfacti- 

on 
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on in the i ee of thefe hidden My- 
fteries, which regard the Separation,, and 
the Purification of the Principles of our 
Mercury, which is ,made'by a perfect Dif- 


ſolution and Glorification. af the Body; 
-whence it had its Nativity, and by the in- 
_ timate Union of the Soul with its Body; 
of. whom the Spirit is; the only Lie which 


Works this Conjunction ; this is the In- 


„tention; ud the eſſential Point of the O- 
perations of this Key, which terminate at 


the Generation of a. new. Subſtancę, infi- 


nitely nobler. than. the firſt. 


* 


After that the wife Art has made a Spring 


of nag Water come opt pf the Stone; 
that he has preft. out the. Juice of the, Vine 
of the. Philoſcpbers and. that he has made 


their Wine, he ought, to take Notice, that 


in this homogenous Subftance, which ap- 
pears tinder. the Form of Water, there are 
three different Subſtaiices, and three natural 


l 


Principles, of all Bodies: Salt, Sulphur; 6 
, ee | 


and Mercury, which 


e e 
Soul, and the Body, and though they ap- 


pear pure and perfectly united together, 


there ſtill wants much of their being fo; 


for when by Diftillation we draw the Wa- 
ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the 
Body remains in the bottom of the Veſſel 
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fike a. dead, black, and dreggy Earth, which 
neverthelefs is not to be defpifed ; for in 
our Subject there is nothing which is sot 
good. The Philofopher Fahm Pontanus pro- 
teſts, that the very Superfluities, of the Stane 


are converted into a true Effence; that he 
who pretends to feparate any Thing from 
our Subject, knows nothing in Philoſophy, 
-and that all which is therein of ſuperfluous, 


unclean, dreggy, and in fine, the whole 
dubſtance of the Compound is made per- 


- fe& by the Action of dur Fire. This Ad- 


vice opens the Eyes of thoſe, who to make 


fa 
1 


-an exact Purification of the Elements, and 


of the Principles, perſuade themſrlves, that 
they muft only take tHe fubtile, and caftra- 


way the heavy; but the Sons of the Sci- 
ence ought not to be ignorant, that the 
Fire, and the Suphur are hidden in the Cen- 


ter of the Earth, and that you muſt waſh 
: 7 with its Spirit, to extract out of 
ya the Balm, viz. the fixt. Salt, -which is 


a the. Blood of onr Stone : This Is the effen- 


‘tial. Myitery of this Operation, which is 


not accomplifhed till after a convenient Di- 


geſtion, and a flow Diſtillation. Follow 
then, ye Sons of Art, the command which 
the Truth -telling Hermes. gives ye, who 
fays in this phce: But with this warry Soul, 
f we 


x 
* 
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we muh mix our Vinegar, that we MR 
the 72 Form ; ‘or when the el Pell 
is diſſolved, it is the Key of Reftoration. You 
. know that. nothing is more contrary than 
Fire and Water; but yet the wife Artift 
muſt make Peace between the Enemies, 
who at the Bottom [or Radically] love 
one another vehemently. Caſinopolite has 
told the manner acer in a few Words : 
Tie Things therefore being purged, make Fire 
and Water to be Friends; which they will caf- 
ly do in their Earth which had aſcended with. 
them. Be then attentive on this Point, 
-~ moiften oftentimes the Earth with its Wa- 
ter, and you'll obtain what you feek. Mutt 
not the Body be diſſolved by the Water, 
and the Earth be petietrated with its Hu- 
midity to be made proper for Generation? 
According to the Philofophers, the Spirit is 27 
Eve; the Body is Adam, they ought to be 4? 
jolned for the Propagation of their Species. 
Hermes {ays the fame Thing in other Teris; 
For Water is the ſtrongeſt Nature, which fir- 
x mounts and excites he fixed Nature in the 
_. + Body, that is, rejoices it. In Effect, thefe 
two Subftances, which are of the fame Na- 
ture, but of two different Sexes, embrace 
© = «one another wish the fame Love, and the 
. . ~ fame Satisfaction, as the Male and thé Fe- 
| — mates 
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de, and aſcend infenfibly together, lea- 
ving but a little Faces in the bottom of 
the Veffel ; fo that the Soul, the Spirit, 
and the Body, after an exact Purificati- -- 
on, appear at laft infeparably united un- 
der a more noble and tore perfect Form 
than it was before, and as different from 
its firſt liquid Form, as the Alcohol of 
Wine exactly rectified; atid accuated with 
its Salt, is different from the Subſtance of 
a Wine from whence it has been drawn; 
this Comparifon is not only very fitting, 
but it 8 giyes the Sons of SA 
4 preciſe Knowledge of the Operations of 
this third Key, 

Our Water is a livitig Spring, which 
comes out of the Stone, by a natural Mira- 
cle of our Philoſephy. The frf of all 
is the Waser which iſſueth ant of this Stone: 
Tis Hermes who hath pronounced this 
preat Truth, He acknowledges further; 

t this Water is the Foundation of our 
Art. The Philofophers give it many Names; 
for ſometimes they call it Wine, ſome- 
times Water of Life; foirietimes Vinegar; 
fometimes Oil, according to the different 
Deg of Preparation; or according to 
the diverfe Effects, which it. is capable of 
ptuducing. Yet I let you know, that it is 
KR” property 
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wifey 
and that in the Diſtillation of this divine 
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as 


in that of common Vinegar; you may 


from this draw a great Inſtruction; the 
Water and the Phlegm afcend firft; the 
oily Subftance, in E the Efficacy of 
our Water conſiſts, comes the laſt. Tis 
this middle Subſtance between Earth and 
Water, which in the Generation of the Phi- 
loſophical Child, does the Office of the Male; 
Hermes makes us take particular Notice of 
it by theſe . Words: The indife- 
rent Ungucnt, which is Fire, is the Medium 


„between the Faces aud the Hater. He is not 


content to give theſe Lights to his Scholars, 
he thows further in his ſmaragdine Table, in 
what manner they ought to conduct them- 
ſelves in this Operation. You fhall ſeparate 
the Earth from the Fire, the fubtile from 
the thick, frveetly, aud with great Skill. Take 
care above all Things not to ſmother the 
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the 
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Exe 
traction, moft be done with a great deal of 
Judgment. | 
It is therefore neceffary to diſſolve the 
Bedy entirely, to extract all its Humidity 
from it, which contains this precious Sal- 
| _ phur, 
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Phar, this Balm of Nature, and this won- 
derful Unguent, without which you ought 
not to hope ever to ſee in your Veſſel this 
Blacknefs fo deſired by all the Philofophers. ~ 
Reduce then the whole Compound into = » ~ 
Water, and make a perfect Union of the 
volatile with ‘the fixt ; tis a Precept of 
Senior, which deferves you fhould give 
Attention to it. The higheſt Fume, fays 
he, ought to be reduced to the loweft, and 
the divine Water is the King deftending from — 
Heaven, it is the reducer of the Soul to its Body, 
whith it at length revives. The Balm of * 
Life is hid in thefe unclean Faces; you ~ 
ought to wath them with this celefti- ~ 
al Water, until you have remov’d away ~ 
the Blacknefs from them, and then your ~ 
Water fhall be animated with this fiery ~ 
Effence, which works all the Wonders of x 
our Ait. I, cannot give you a better Coun- 
fel about it than that of the great Tife- 
giſtus; You muf drive away from the Wa- 
ter, the Fume which is upon it, the Blackne/s 
from the Unguent, and Death from the Faces. 
But the only Means to fucceed in this 
Operation is taught you by the fame Phi- 

lofipher, who adds immediately; Aud this 

bof Diffolution, which being done, we m 
i 2 J * K 2 the 


* 
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the greft Philofophy, aud the Secret of all 


Secrets. . | 
But that you may not be deceived with 
the Term of the Compound; I will telle. 
vou, that the Philofaphers have two forts of ( on 
„Compounds. The firft is the Compound 
of Nature; tis that whereof I have {poke 
in the firt Key; for it is Nature which 
makes it, in a manner incomprehenſible to the 
Artik, who does nothing but lend a Hand 
to Nature, by the adhibition of external 
Things, by the Means of which fhe brings 
forth and ‘sag this admirable Com- 
pound. The fecond is the Compound of 
Alt: tis the wife Man who makes it by 
the fecret Union of the fixt with the 
Volatile, perfectly conjoined with all the Pru- 
dence which can be acquired by the Lights 
of a profound Philofophy. The Com- - 
ound of Art is not altogether the fame - 
in the fecond, as in the third Work; yer 
it is always the Artift who makes it. Ge- 
ber defines it a Mixture of Argent vive | 
and Salpbur, that is to fay, of the Volatile 
and the Fixt, which acting on one anothér 
are volatilized and fixt reciprocally into a 
perfect Fixity. Cohſider the Example of 
Nature, you'll fee that the Earth ill 
never produce Fruit, if it be not Rene 
1 
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu- 
midity would remain always Barren, if it 
were not retained and fixt by the Drineſs 
of the Earth. . 

You ought then to be certain, that one 
cannot have any good ſucceſs in our Art; 
if you do not in the firft Work purify 


the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth: Serpe? 
If you do not whiten thefe foul and bhek ~, 


Feces, to feparate from thence the whi 


Sulphur, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wife, - 


which is their chafte Diana, who waſhes 
her felf in the Bath, All this Myftery 
is but the Extraction of the fixe Salt of 
our Compound, in which the whole E- 
nergy of. our Mercury conſiſts. The 
Water which afcends by Diſtillation, car- 
ries up with it à part of this fiery Salt; 
fo that the Affufion of the Water on the 
Body reiterated many times, impregnates, 
fattens, and fertilizes our Mercury, and 
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makes it fitting to be fixt, which is the ~ . 


end of the fecond Work. One cannot 
better explain this Truth, than Hermes has 
done by thefe Words: When [fav that 
the Water began by Degrees to. become {thicker 
and harder, I did rejoice, for I certainly knew 
thas I fhould find what I fought far. 
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‘Tho’ you might have but a very indif- 


- ferent Knowledge of our Art, what I am 


oing to tell you will be more than fuf- 
Bae to make you apprehend, that all the 


Operations of this Key, which put an end 


“ee < 
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~ 
y 


271 


ria becau 
Shines : They alfo call it a ſulphureous Sub- 


to the firſt Work, are no other than to 
digeft, diftil, cohobate, diſſolve, ſeparate, 
and conjoin, the whole with Sweetnefs 
and ‘Patience: Thus you will have not 
only an entire Extraction of the Juice of 
the Vine of the Wife; but furthermore, 
you will poſſeſs the true Water of Life; 
and I let you know, that the more you 
fhall rectify it, and the more you fhall 
work upon it, the more Penetration and 
Virtue it will acquire; the Philofophers have 
not given it the Name of the Water of 
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to the Mes 
tals; It is Pleas! called the great Lanas 
Yid, e its Brightnefs an it 


ſtance, a Balm, a Gumm, the viſcous Hu- 
midity, and the moft fharp Vinegar of the 


I hilofophers, &c, 


* 
Ber, 


N 


true, Character of its Vertue, There hap- 


Tis not without Reafon that the Philo- 
ſephers give this mercurial Liquor the name 


of a Pontick Water, and of a moft fharp 
Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is the 


pens 


x 
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alfo in its Diftillation, as I have alrea- 
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens in x x5 
that of Vinegar: The Phlegm and the 
Water arife firft, the fulphureous and the 
faline Parts afcend the laft ; feparate the | 
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water 
and the Fire together, the Mercury with > ` 
the Sslphur, and you fhall fee at laft the Hue, 


blackeft Black, you will whiten the Raven, Wf ler 3 
and rubefy the Swan PO aa 


Since I {peak only to you, ye true Scho- 
lars of Hermes, I will reveal to you one 
Secret, which you will not find entirely in 
the Books af the Philofophers. Some of 
them only fay, that of their Liquor 
they make two Mercuries, the one White, A Hier,. 
and the other Red. Flumel has faid more-t4rfo- A 
particularly, that one muft make ufe of (7472. 
the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi- , 44,4 
tions to the Red; he gives Notice to ‘the 
Sons of Art, not to be deceived in. this 
Point; he affures you alſo, that he had 
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abraham 
the ‘few had not informed him of it. 
Other Philofopbers have taught, that the 
F white Mercury is the Bath of the Moon, Sa f- 
and that the red Mercury is the Bath of an oft 
the Sun; but there are none who have | 
been willing to fhow diſtinctly to the Sons 
n K 4 of 
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of the Science, by what way they may get 
mek 


theſe two Mercuries: If you | 
me well, you have this Point already cleared 
N. up to had iva Lunaria is the whit < 
Mercury, the moft fharp Vinegar is the red ~ 
a Mercury ; but the better to determine thefe 
Ae Y two Mercaries, feed them with Fleth_of 
, their own Species the Blood of Inno- 
cents, whoſe Throats are cut, that is to 
ſay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath 
where the Sun and Moon go to Bath them; 
ſelves. 

I have unfolded to you a great Myftex 
ry, if you reflect well on it; the Philofe- 
phers, who have ſpoken thereof, have paft 
over this important Point very ſlightly, 

Cuſinopolite has very wittily mentioned it 
by an ingenious Allegory, {peaking of the 
Purification of Mercury: This wit be done, 
fays he, if you fhall give our old Man Gold x 
and Silver to fwallow, that he confume them, 
and at length he alfo dying be burnr. He 
makes an end of defcribing the whole Ma- 
giftery in thefe Terms; Let his stfbes be 
rav d into the Water ; boil it unti it i 
enouth, and_yon haye a Medicine to cure the 
Leprofy. You muft not be ignorant, that ~ 
Man. our old Man is our Mercury, that this 
Name agiees with him, becaufe he is the 


fir ft 
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firſt Matter of all the Metals; the ſame 
Philofopher ſays, that he is their Water, to 


B 1s he 


which he gives the Name of Steeb and of Se bl. 
the Loadftone, and he adds for a greater E 


Confirmation of what I am about to dif- 
cover to you: Jf Gold couples with it eleven 
Times, it fends forth its Seed, and is weakened 
almoſt to Death; the Chalybs conceives and 
begets 4 Son more glorious than the Father. 
Behold then a great Myſtery, which I re- 
veal to you without any Ænigma; this 
is the Secret of the two Merpuries, which 
contain the two Tinctures. Keep them 
feparately, and do nat confound their Spe- 
cies, for fear they fhould beget a monftrous 
Linage, | 

I not only fpeak to you more intelligi» 


bly than any Philofopher has done, but I. 


alſo reveal to you all which is the moſt 
x, effential in the Practice of our Art; if you 

meditate thereon, if you apply your felf 
to underftand it well; but above ah, if you 
work according to thofe Lights which I give 
you, I in no wife doubt, but you will ob» 
tain what you feek for; and if you come 
not to thefe Knowledges, by the way which 
I have pointed out to you, I am very 
well aſſured that you will hardly arrive at 


your Defign by only reading the * 
„ 4. 


P 
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phers. Therefore Defpair of nothing; fearch 


the Source of the Liquor of the Sages, 
which contains all which is neceſſary for 


ww 


the Work ; It is hidden under the Stone; 
ſtrike upon it with the Rod of Magick 


Fire, and a clear Fountain will iſſue out of 


xit; do afterward as I have fhowi you, 


prepare the Bath of the King with the 
Blood of the Innocents, and you will 
have the animated Adercary of the Wife, 
which never lofes its Virtue, if you keep 
it in a Veſſel well clofed. Hermes ſays, 
thag there is fo much Sympathy between 
thegplirified Bodies and the Spirits, that 
they never. quit one another when they are 
united together; becaufe this Union. reſem- 
bles that of the Soul with the glorified Bo- 
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there 
fhall be no more Separation nor Death. 


Becauſe the Spirits defire to be in the cleauſed 


Bodies, but having had them, they enliven 


them, aud dwell in them. You fee by this 


plife 
7 Oe a, 

2 . 
22 


„Fuel. 


4 ffa ae or lhe fam, fue, * 


the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which 
the Philoſophers ee given more than a 
thoufand different Names; it is the Water 
of Life of the Wife, the Water of Diana, 
the great Lunaria, the Water of Argent 
vive ; it is our Mercury, our incombuſtible 
Oil, which in the Cold is congealed like 
Ice, 


ee of Greer. 
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Ice, and is melted with Heat like Butter; 


Hermes calls it the foliated Earth, or the y x w 


Earth of Leaves, not without a great deal 
of Realon; for if you well obferve, it is 


all Leavy ; in a word, it is the moft clear | 
° if * * 

Fountain, which Count Tyeviſan makes men- 

tion of; in fine, it is the great Alchaheſt x 


which radically diſſolves the Metals; it is 
the true permanent Water, which after ha- 
ving radically diſſolved them, is inſeparably 
united to them, and increaſes the Weight 
and the Tincture. ) 


i The fourth Key. 1. 
The fourth Key of the Art, is the En 
trance of the ſecond Work; ’tis that which 
reduces our Water into Earth; there is 
but this only Water in the World, which 
by a bare Boiling can be converted into 
Earth, becaufe the Mercury of the Wife 
carries in its Center its own Sulphur, which 
coagulates it. The Terrification of the Spi- 
rit is the only Operation of this Work ; 
boil then with Patience; if you have pro- 
ceeded well, you will not be a long time 
without feeing the Marks of this Coagu- 


lation, and if they appear not in their time, 


they will never appear; becauſe it is an un- 
doubted Sign, that you have failed in fome 
| effential 


xY 
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effential Thing in the firft Operations ; for 

to corporify the Spirit, which is our Mier- 

cary, you mutt have well diffolved the Bo- 

dy in which the Sulphur, which coagulates 

the Mercury, is inclofed. Hermes aſſures, 

that our mercurial Water ſhall obtain all the 

Virtues which the Phileſophers attribute to 

it, when it fhall be changed into Earth ; 

Its Force will be entire, if it fhal be con- 

verted inte Earth, An Earth admirable for 

its Fertility : The Land of Promife of the 

Wie, ae knowing hew to make the 
Dew of Heaven fall upon it, make it pro- 

duce Fruits of an inefUimable Price. C 

mopolite very well expreſſes the Advantages - 

= -`` of this bleſſed Earth; He who knows how 
\ A te congeal Water in Heat, aud to join a Spi- 

~oo rie with it, fhal truly find a Thing a thote 

fand Times more precious than Gold, and eve~ 

1 Thing, Nothing comes near the worth 

of this Barth, and of this Spirit, perfectly 

bound together according to the Rules of 

our An; they are the true A&reury, and 

ehe true Sulphur of the Philefepbers, the He 

ving Mak, and the living Female, whe 

contain the Seed which only can beget a 

don more illuſtrious than his Parents. Then 
eultivate diligently this precious Earth, moi- 

ſten it often a its own Humidity, dry 

85 k 
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it as often, and you will not lefs augment 


its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fer- 
tility. | 


The -fifth Key. 

The fifth Key of our Work is the Fer- 
mentation of the Stone with the perfect 
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of 
the third Order. I will fay nothing in ` 
particular of the Operation of the third 
Work; except, that the perfect Body is a 
neceſſary Leaven of our Paſte: That the 
Spirit ought to make the Union ef the 
Paſte with the Leaven; in the ſamiè: man- 
ner as Water moiftens the Meal; and dif- 
folves the Leaven to compofe a fermented 
Pafte fit to make Bread. This Compa- ` 
_ rifon is very proper; Hermes firſt made it’ 
faying. For as a Paſie cannot be fermented 
without a ferment; fo when you fhall have 
fublioned, cleanfed, and feparated the Foulneſs 


from the Feces; when’ you would join thems 


put a ferment in thim, and make the Water 
Earth, that the Paſte may be made a ferment. 

On the Subject of Fermentation, the Philaſe- 
pher repeats here the whole Work, and fhows 
that juſt fo as the whole Lump of the Paſte 
becomes all Leaven, by. the Action of the 

Ferment, which. has been added to it; fo 

- all 


142 The HERMETICAL 
all the philoféphical Confection becomes 


by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer- 
ment a new Matter, and to multiply it 


even to Infinity. - 


If you obferve well how Bread is made, 


you will find the Proportions which you 
ought to keep among the Matters, which 
compofe our philofophical Pafte. Do 


not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea 


ven, and more Water than the Leaven 
and the Meal? The Laws of Nature ate 
the Rules you ought to follow in the 
Practice of our whole Magiftery. I have 
given you upon all the principal Points, all 
the Inſtructions which are neceſſary for 
you, fo that it would be fuperfluous to 
tell you more of it, particularly concern- 
ing the laſt Operations, about which the 
Philofophers have been leſs referved, than on 
the firft, which are the Foundations of the 
Art. | l 


The fixth Key. 

The fixth Key teaches the Multiplica- 
‘tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of 
the fame Operation, which confifts but in 
opening and fhutting, diffolving and coa- 
gulating, imbibing and drying; whereby 
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug- 

mented. 


* 


i 
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mented. - As my defign has not been to 
deſcribe entirely the Practice of the three 
Medicines, but only to inſtruct you in the 
Anoſt important Operations concerning the 7)-.,ar 
» Preparation of Mercury, which the Philofo- of snos 
hers commonly pafs over in Silence, to 
hide theſe Myſteries from the prophane, 
which are only for the Wiſe; I will tarry 
no longer upon this Point, and I will tell 
you nothing more of what relates to the 
Projection of the Medicine, becaufe the, 
Succeſs you expect depends not thereon. 
I have not given you very full Inſtructi- 
ons but on the third Key, becaufe it con- 
tains a long Train of Operations, which 
though ſimple and natural, require a great 
Underſtanding of the Laws of Nature, and 
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as 
a perfect Knowledge of Chymiſtry, and of 
the different Degrees of Heat, which are 
fitting for theſe Operations. 

I have conducted you by the ſtraight 
Way without any Winding; and if you 
have well minded the Road which I have 

inted you out, I am fure that you will go 
freight to the End without ſtraying. Take 
this in good part from me in the defign 
which I had of {paring you a thoufand 
Labcurs, and a thouſand Troubles, which I 
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my ſelf have undergone in this painful Jour- 
ney for want of an Aſſiſtance, fuch as this 
which I give you in this Letter, which 
comes from a fincere Heart, and a tender 
Affection for all the true Sons of the Sci= 
> «y ences I fhould much bewail you, if like me, 
after having known the true Matter, you 
> fhould {pend fifteen Years entirely in Work⸗ 
in Study; and in Meditation, without be- 
ing able to extract out of the Stone, the 
precious Juice which it inclofes in its Bo- 
fom, for want of knowing the fecret Fire 

of the Wife; which makes to run out 


Athis Plant (dry and withered in 9 XX 
xá Water which wets not the Hands, and ~ 
~ which by a magical Union of the dry Was x 
ter of the Sea of the Wifes is diffolved in- ~ 
to a vifcous Water, into 4 mercurial Li- `< 
* quor; which is the Beginning, the Foun- > 
dation, and rhe Key of our Art; converts s~ 
Yus ſeparate, and purify the Elemertes‘as I have x- 
scary. taught you, and you will poffels the true 
Mercury of the Philofopbers, which will give ~ 
you the fixt Sulphur, and the univerſal - 
Medicine. 
But I give you Notice, that after you 
fhall be arrived at the Knowledge of the 
ſecret Eire of the Wife, yet ſtill you ſhall 
not attain your Point at your firſt Career. 
I have 


TRIUMPH. . 145 
I have erred many Years in the way which , 
remains to be gone, to arrive at the 1 fee 27/277 
rious Fountain where the King bathes him forfar 
felf,. is made Young again, and retakes a 
new Life exempt from all {forts of Infirmi- 
ties. Beſides this you inuſt know how ta 
piy: to heat, and to animate the Royal 
ath; “tis to lend you a Hand in this e -< 
cret Way, that I have expatiated on the 
third Key, where all theſe Operations are 
deſcrib d. I with with all my Heart, chat 
the Inſtructions which T have given you. 
may make you go directly to the End. But 
ye Sons of the Science, that the 
Knowledge of our Magiftery comes rather 
vy the Infpiration of Heaven, than from 
he Lights which we can get hy our ſelves. 
“This Truth is acknowledged by all Phil .- 
~fophers ; tis for that Reafon that it is not 
enough to Work; Pray daily, read good .- 
Books, and meditate Night and Day on the 
Operations of Nature, and on what fhe 
may be able to do when fhe is aſſiſted 
‘by the help of our Art, and by thefe 
means you will fucceed without doubt in 
our Undertaking. This is all which 1 
had to fay to you in this Letter: I Was 
not willing to make you fuch a long 
Diſcourſe as the Matter feemed to de- 
„ © mand; 


* 8 * YN X 
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mand ; neither have I told you an thing 

but what's effential to our pes fo thar if 

+ > you know our Stone, which is the only 

Matter of our Stone, and if you have the 

Underftanding of our Fire which is both 

Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of 

the Art, and you can calcine our Stone; 

mot by the common Calcination which is 

made by the Violence of Fire, but by a 

™* philofophical Calcination which is purely 
Natural. ; 

Yet obferve this with the moft enlight- 

ned Philefophers,, that thore is this Diffe- 

rence between A 5 

, L, hithich is made by . Force of Fire, Cand 

5 de een, that the firſt de- 


A 


* xfecond does not only preferve the Humi- 
dity of the Bedy in calcining it, but ftill 
it confiderably Augments it. 

Experience will give you knowledge in 
the Practice of this great Truth, for you will 
in Effect find that this philofophical Calci- 
nation, which ſublimes and diſtils the Stone 
in calcining it, much augments its Humi- 
dity; the Reafon is, that the igneous Spi- 
ric of the natural Fire is corporified in 
the Subftances which are Analogous to it. 
l Our 
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‘Our Stone is an Aftral Fire, which fym- ſalrut f 
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which 

as a true Salamander receives its Nativity, 

is nourifh’d and grows in the Elementary 

Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned 

to it. 


The Name of the Author in Latin is. 
in this Anagram. 


Dives ficut Ardens 8X *. 
a to ee ey 
tava. Ste mien ¢ 


Pa 
. ct 


DAVIDES STIRSEWCUS. 


— 


J 
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o the READER. 


| Treatife a Tranflation of 

THE ANCIENT WAR 
OF THE KNIGHTS, done from the 
Original German; that fo the Lo- 
vers of this Science might be able to 


compare it with that done from the 


French; which, by Reafon of its paf- 
fing firftinto Latin, and from thence 
into French, bas loft of its priſtine 


Senſe, as will be found upon the he- 


risſal of the fame. And, to make the 
Work ſtill more-compleat, fome An- 
notations have been added (from a 
German Edition) upon the moft mate- 
rial Points, where the faid French 
Tranflation differs from the German 
Original. 


e e e e 


Ihe Antient 
W ar of the NIGHTS, 


Being a ſhort Alchymiſtical 


DIALOGUE 


Betwixt our 
STONE, GOLD and Mercury, 


Of the true Matter, of which thofe who- 
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo- 
fepber’s Stone, by Means of a due Ma- 

nagement, with Help of Lunar Vulcan. 


Deſcrib d by an Experienc’d Philofopher. 
Tranſlated from the German Original. 


Ke cn N · 4 2 22 af 252580 2 . N = rt eK 


Difputation of Gold and Mercury, with the 
) Stone of the Philofophers. 


F True Philofapher writes thus: By 
H a W God Almighty, and upon my 
B. dg AAN Salvation, do I tell you (you 
loves of this excellent Art) 
ian a fincere Heart, and out of Com- 
paſſion for thofe which have fought a lon 
time in vain, that oe ( *) whole Work 
comes 


1. 


2 
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„ comes forth out of one Thing, which is 
c0ompleated in it ſelf, and needs no more 


2. but to be (*) diſſolved and rec 


oagulated; 


* 


and this it muft do of it ſelf, without all 
foreign Things. 


5 


As Ice which is put over the Fire in a 
dry Veſſel, and by Heat turns into Water: 


3-(*) In the fame manner it is with our 


*. 


Stone, which wants nothing but the help 
of the Operation of the Artiſt, and of the 


A4. natural (*) Fire. For of it ſelf it cannot 
doo it, although it fhould lie [or remain] 


A 


for ever in the Earth, therefore it muſt be 
aſſifted; yet not ſo, as to join. foreign and 
contrary Things with it. But thus, as God 
gives us the Corn ir te Field, and we 
muft grind and bake it for to make Bread 


thereof: In like manner in this; (*) God 


has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar] 
which we take by it felf, deftroy the gros 
Body, extract the interiour Goodnefs, put 
away the Superfluiry, and make out of the 
Poiſon, a Medicine. 

That you may underftand this the bet: 
ter, I'll recite you a fine Dialogue and Dif- 
putation which happen’d betwixt the Stone 
of the Philofophers, Gold, and Mercury, by 
which thoſe who know a little [or in fome 


6. Meaſure] how to (*) deal with Metals and 


Minerals; 
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Minerals, (having fought a long time in 


3 


vain,) may eafily arrive to the true Foun- ` 


dation. And it will be neceſſary, that one 


learn to know (*) the exteriour and interi- 7. 
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth, _ 


and what it is radically capable of, [or what 
it is capable of by (the Foundation of) Na- 


ture. } 


tention to fubdue it. | 
And Gold began thus in à rude manner, 
faying. N ' 


DE 


GOLD. 


Gold and Mercury came at a certain time 
to a Stone with an armed Hand, in the In- 


You poifonous Worm and Dragon, () 8. 


why do you pretend to be above me and 
my Brother Mercury! Being I am the moſt 

igh, moſt noble, and moſt conſtant Me- 
tal; and all Princes and Lords, and likewife 
all ordinary Men, ſeek to obtain Riches 
from * to grow Rich by working with] 
me and my Brother Mercury, whereas you 
are an Enemy of all Men and Metals, and 
you know, that the Phyficians praife me ex- 


ceedingly to be (*) for the Health of 9. 


Men? | 
[* a] > To 
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To Ha saa i anſwereth. 
Dear Gold, why are you not angry. with 
God, and 1 alte be ie 

.: ated in you, what is ound in me? 
asa GOLD... . : 
God ihas given me the Honour, the 
Beauty; and the Praife, wherefore, I am de- 
fired. by. the whole World, and becauſe I 
am the moſt conftant. Metal, in the Fire 
and out of the Fire, for that Reaſon I am 
loved by. every Body. But as for you, 

10. you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful 
and deceive the People ; for one fees, that 
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands 
of thoſe that work with you. 


The STONE. 
Dear Gold, tis true, God has given you 
Honour, Beauty and Conſtancy, for which 
you oughr to be thankful unto God, and 
not deſpiſe others; but as for your diſpa- 
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ; 
and I fay, youare not the Gold, of which 
11 1. the Philofephers write, (*) but the fame is 
concealed within me: For although it is 
true that I am Volatile: in the Fire, never- 
thelefs you know, that,. God and Nature 
12. () have ordered me thus, and | muft be 5 
or 
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for my Volatility is to the Advantage of the 


3 


Artiſt; and if he (the faid. Artift) can duly 


extract the ſame, yet remains within me the 
conſtant Soul, which is much more con- 
ftant than you Gold, and all your Brothers 
and Companions; no Fire or Water can 
conſume or deſtroy her, as long as the 
World laſts. Nor is it to be imputed to 
me, that I am fought for by thoſe, who 


cannot. duly work with me, or prepare me, 


and join: often foreign and contrary Thi 
with me, fuch a Wass ial Scenes 
whereby they deſtray my innate Nature and 
Quality. [or Property. ] Beſides this, there 
is (*) not one in an Hundred, that works 
with me, but all, of them feek to compleat 
the Art with you Gald and your Brother 
Mercury: Wherein however they err, and 
work falfely, it being 2 thar all of 
them hririg 8 effect, but employ their 
Gold in vain, de 
by it, and are reduced to Poverty; which is 
moſt to be imputed to you Sol, who know 
particularly well, that no true Gold or Sil- 
ver ‘can be made without me, for I alone 
have that Power. Why then do you allow 
that almoft.the whole World works chiefly 
with, you and your Brother Adercury ? If 
then: you were indeed fincere, and did de- 
| [* 3] ſie 


13. 


y [or ruin] themſelves 
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraiſe the 
People, and warn them to avoid Damages ; 
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that 
you are the Cheat. | 
: 6 OLD. . 
I'll prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings, 
that 85 Art may be sabe b 1 
my Brother Mercury. For read Hermes, 
14. who fays thus: (*) The Sun is its Father, 
and the Moon is its Mother, now ‘tis I who 
am compared to the Sun. 
Likewiſe Ariſtotle, Avicenn, Pliny, Sera- 
“pion, Hippocrates, Diofcorides, Meſue, Rafis, 
Asverrbots, Geber, Raymund Lully, Albertus 
Magnus, Arnold of Hall. Neva, Thomas A. 
sinas, and many others, which I omit for 
Brevity’s fake ; all thefe fay plain and di- 
ſtinctly, that the Tin@ures, as well as the 
Metals, muft be compofed of Sulpher and 
15. Mercury, and the (*) Sulphur muſt be red, 
incombuſtible, and conſtant for fix’d] in the 
Fire, and the Mercury muſt be bright [or 
clean] and clearly purified, and they write 
without amy winding Expreſſions [or Cir» 
cumlocution,] naming me openly by my 
Name, and fay, that in me Gold, is the 
well digefted, conſtant, [or fix d] incombu- 
ible, red Swipher, which is alfo true; and it 
` 15 


— 
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is obvious to every Body, that I am the 
moſt conftant Metal, and have the beft Sul - 
phur of all, which cannot be confumed by 
Fire, but is quite fixed, . 

Then Mercury aſſented with his Difcourfes 
to what the Gold had advanced, and add- 


ed: It were true, what his Brother, the 
Gold had told, and might be prov'd by 


the aforefaid Maſters. And that likewiſe 
it were known commonly and by ev 


7 


Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16, 


were betwixt them two, above all other 
Metals; which might eafily be prov’d, by 
only this ocular Demonſtration, that when 
Gold{miths, or ovin like 5 will 
gild Things, they cannot do without Gold 
a pra but take them and put them 
together, and unite them with very little 
Pains. What then might not be done, with 
more Pains and Diligence, with more Work 
and longer Labour ¢ | 


Ow STONE. 
Then our Stone replyed in a merry Hur 


mour: Truely, you both deferve to be 


laugh’d at with your Proofs; and I admire 

more efpecially of you Gold, who boaft fo 

very much of your ſelf to be good for a 

great many Things [oe Utes, thar you 
o, 


ve 


g 
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have no more Senfe than that comes to; 
do you think that the old Philofophers have 
fitted their Writings barely to the common 
literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be 

underftood in that manner? 


GOLD. 
The aforecited Mafters have Writ no 
Untruth, and they all agree concerning my 
Virtue, but there have been ſome, who have 


fought for my Virtues in other improper 


Things, viz. in various Herbs, Animals, 
Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like, 
who therefore have err'd, and perhaps have 
‘Writ erroneoufly too; but the aforefaid 
Matters have good Teftimony, that the 

have poſſeſs d the Art indeed; for which 
Reafon their Writings may very. well be 
cr edited, =r i : 3 


Th STONE. 


I do no ways doubt, and it is very true 
that they have poſſeſs d the Art indeed; 
fome however excepted of thofe whom you 
have quoted. But when they name bare- 
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do 
it to hide the Art from the fenfelefs [Dun- 
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very 


well, that ſuch only dwell upon Names and 


written 


= 
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written Proceſſes, without meditating fur- 
ther upon the Foundation of this Matter. 
But the Prudent and Diligent read with 
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares 
with the other; out of which they get a 
Foundation ; finding thus by Speculation, and 
from the Philofopher’s Sentences, the true 
Matter, which no Philofopher ever named 
and defcrib’d openly by its true Name. 

This they prove themſelves, when they 
fay, where we write plaineft, [or open] ac- 
cording to the common Senfe [or Interpre- 
tation] there we have moft concealed the 
Art. (*) But where we {peak by Para- 17. 
bles and Sentences, there we have truly dif- 
cloſed the Art. And where they write 
of Gold or Mercury, they however foon af- 
ter that, tell and explain themfelves, faying, ~ 
that their Gold is no common Gold, nor v 
their Mercury common Mercury; by Rea- 
fon; that Gold, becaufe of its Perfection, 
cannot be alter d or chang’d, becauſe it is 
grown already to a quite perfect Metal; and 
although one ſhould extract its Colour a 
hundred Times, ‘and Work never fo art- 
ful! with. it, neverthelefS it cannot tinge any 
more, than !juft fo much as it has Colour 
and Tincture in it felf. Therefore the Phi- 
leſephers fay, (*) If you ſearch in * 18. 

e a 
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v x X fe& Things, you there will find the Per- 
| fection, af you may read in the Rofary. 
Likewife Ramund Lully, whom your ſelf 
have quoted as a Teſtimony, ſays thus: 
X x What ſhall be meliorated, muft not be per- 
fect; nothing is changed [or 1 
perfect Things, it rather is quite deſtroy d 
and ſpoil d. 
GOLD | 
I know indeed that they fay thus; but 
that may be underſtood of my Brother 
Mercury, who as yet is imperfect ; and when 
we two mix our felves with each other, 
he then is made perfect by me; for he is 
of the Feminine, and I of the Mafculine Sex. 
Therefore the Philnſophers fay, that the Art 
is entirely an Homogeneum. You fee the 
fame in Men, that no Child is produced, 
but by conjunction of Male and Female. 
And the fame is to be feen in all Animals 
which have Life. 3 


co STONE. 
Thy Brother Mercury is indeed imper- 
19. fect () yet therefore is not he the Aer. 
\ cury of the Philofophers; And if you two 
‘fhould mix your felves together and were 
kept in ghe Fire [or in digeſtion] for ma 
ny 
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ny Years, it were nevertheleſs impoſſible „ , 

that you two could really be united toge- ` 

ther; for as foon as Mercury feels the Fire, 

he ſlips from you going on high, and ſub- 

limes it felf on the top, leaving you in w y 

in the bottom. Or if you are joind to- 

gether with corrofive Waters, and are dif- 

folved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield 

nothing elfe but a red Powder and Præci- 

pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projecti- 

on] upon imperfect Metals, it tinges not; 

but only fo much of you Gold is found 

again, as was taken at the Beginning, and 

your Brother Mercury eſcapes entirely from 

you; which the Searchers in Alchimy have 

experienc’d for many Years; and are con- 

vine’d of it by their own no ſmall damage. 

But as for your referring to the Sentences 

of the Ancients, Who fay, that the Art 

is wholly an Homogeneum, and that no 

Child can be produced but by Male and 

Female, which you fancy, the Philaſophers 

did to hint at you and your Brother Mer- 

cury si it; that is not thus neither, but 

miſunderſtood by you, altho’ they (writing 

thus) {peak very right and proper; for I. 

tell you in Truth, that even this is (*) the J í 

Cornerſtone laid by the Ancients, at which 

many Thoufands have ftumbled, Do you 
Imagine 
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21. imagine it is with Metals (*) juft as with 


22. 


2 


~ Ww 


other Things, which have Life? You fare 
in this, as all thoſe who work wrongly in 
this Art; when you read theſe Things in 
ih the Philofopher’s Writings, you do not 
meditate on the Scope, and whether it agrees 
with what has been faid before, or what is 
faid after that; for what the Philofophers have 
deſcrib'd of this Art with fuch- parabolical 
Words, is folely to be applied to me, and 
to no other Thing in the World; for ’tis 
I alone that do perform it, and (*) with- 
out me no true Gold or Silver can be made. 


601 D. . 

Good God!] are you not afraid to com- 
mit a Sin, and have no fhame to tell ſuch 
a Lie? And are you fo audacious, as to ap- 
ply [or attribute] folely unto you, what fo 
many Philofophers and Learned Men have 
written of this Art in ſeveral Ages? You, 
who are an only, groſs, poiſonous, and 
unclean Thing, and yet confeſs, that the 
Art is an Homogeneum; and you affirm 
befides this, that without you, who are (*) 


i the Univerſal, no true Gold or Siluer can 
be made; whereas it is known, that many 


have ſought ſo aſſiduoufly and diligently, 
that. they have found: ſome other ways, 
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which are called particulars, from which 
they may have a good Profit. | 


| Our STONE. ; 

My Dear Gold, do not wonder at wha 
I have told you, and do not thus impudent- 
ly and imprudently give me the Lie, be- 
cauſe Iam older than your ſelf. (*) And 24. 
although I had been miftaken in this, you 
ought to {pare my Age; for you are not 
ignorant, that Age ought to be honour’d. 

But to fave my Honour, PII prove b 
the Mafters you have cited, that I-fpoke 
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted 
by your own ſelf,] you have no Reafcn 
to object againſt. And firſtly, Hermes ſays 
thus: In Truth, without Lie, certain, and 
moſt true, is this, that that which is un- 
der, is like to that which is above, and that 
which is above, is like unto that below, (*) 25. 
by this you may attain to Miracles and 
Wonders of one Thing. 5 
Trem, Ariſtole writes thus; Oh! what 
a ſtrange Thing is this, for it has in it ſelf, 
all what we ftand in need of; it kills it ſelf, 
and gets Life again of it ſelf; (*) it cfpoufes 26. 
it felf, it begets it ſelf, and brings forth [or 
gene: ates] of it ſelf, it diſſolves it ſelf in its 
own Bloc d, and recoagulates it ſelf with the 

n | ame, 


14 The HERMETICAL 
ſame; it grows White and Red of it felfs 


and we add nothing more to it, nor do we 
change any Thing, only we feparate the 
Terreftreity and the Groſſneſs from it. 

Item, Plato the Philofopher fays thus of 

me: Lis even but one and the fame [or 

27. only] Thing in it felf ; (*) it has a Body, a 

Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, over 

which it has Dominion; and it does not want 

to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it 

brings forth [or generates it ſelf] only of it 
felf; and all Things are in it. 

Many Teſtimonies more of theſe Mafters 
could I proffer, but it being unneceſſary, I 
omit them for Brevity’s Sake. 

However, as for Particulars, of which 
you make mention, it is thus with them : 
Some are come thus far, that they have 

28. been able to (*) extract my tinging Spirit, 
which they have joined to ae Metals; 
and brought it about by many Operations, 
that I have participated to fuch Metals as 
had any Affinity with me, a ſmall Matter 
of my Virtue and Power; which, however, 
but very few fucceeded in: Likewiſe did 

29. they partly find it by Chance. (*) And by 
Reafon that they did not penetrate into the 
Foundation, whence Tinctures come, there- 
fore they could not proceed further, and 

| thus 
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thus they could not reap very great Advan- 
tages therefrom. But if the Artiſt (*) had zo. 
looked further about for my own [proper | 
Wife, and joined [or united] me with her, 
I then could have tinged a thoufand Times 
more: But they thus ſpoiled my Nature 
[or Property] with foreign Things. How- 
ever, whatever they found, (although but 
a ſmall Matter in Comparifon.of my true. 
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from me, 
and of no other Thing whatfoever. 


G O L D. i 


What you have faid is no fufficient 
Proof: For although they [the Philaſophers] 
write of one only Thing, in which are con- 
tained the four Elements, and a Body, a 
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby infinuate 
lg give to underftand] the Tincture, after 
the fame has been compleatly finiſned: It 
muſt neverthelefs be compoſed in the begin- 
ning of me Gold, and my Brother Mer- 
cur), we being the Male and Female Seed, 
as has been mentioned; and when we are 
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di- 
geſtion] we then are both [that] one Thing, 
of which they write. 


Osr 
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Our STONE. 


It is no ways thus; and I have told you 
31. before, (*) that it is not poſſible for you 
two, [to perform it,] for you two are not 
one Body, but two Bodies, and you are 
in the Foundation of Nature [or Radically ] 
3 2. contrary to each other. (*) But as for me, 
I have an imperfect Body; a pure, o 
trating, tinging, and conſtant [or fixed] 
Spirit; and befides this, a clear, bright, vo- 
latile, and moveable Mercury; and am alone 
capable of what both of you together do 
indeed boaſt of, but are not able to perform 
it; for in me is the Philoſophers Gold, and 
the Mercury of the Wiſe. For this Reaſon 
z. the Ancients ſay: (*) our Stone is not Vi- 
fible, nor our Aercury to be had, but out 
34. of the foft (*) uncorrupted [or proper] Bo- 
dies, and neither of the two can be attgin- 
ed without the other ; wherefore I alone 
do yield the Male and Female Seed, and 
am wholly an Homogencum; alfo am I called 

an Hermaphrodite. 

Richardus Anglas too, witneffes the fame 
of me, faying: The firſt Matter of our 
Stone is called Rebis, that is to fay, a Thing, 

which 
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which by Nature has a double quality [or 
pro 3 in it ſelf; and it is like- 
wife call d an Hermaphrodite, that is, a 
Matter, which is not eafily to be diſtin- 
pun a whether it be a Male or Female ; 
y Reafon, that it inclines to both Parts. 
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Therefore a Medicine is made, (*) out of 35. 


a Thing; [or one Thing] which is the 
Water of the Body and Spirit. 

This has occafioned the faying, that this 
Medicine has by its Æuigma s deceived ma- 
ny Fools. The Art, however, requires but 
one Thing, which is known to every Bo- 
dy; many wifh for it, and yet it is but one 


only Thing; [or Matter 3 (*) nothing is 3 f. 


to be com to ity and yet it is mean 
and cheap: But for this it ought not to be 
defpifed, for it makes and brings forth [or 
compleats ] admirable Things. 

Alanns the Philofopher fays: You Opera- 
tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed 
Mind in your Work, not beginning and 
trying fometimes with one Thing, and fome- 
times with another; for the Art confifts not 
in Multitude of Species’s, but in Body and 
Soul. And for a (certain) Truth, the Me- 
dicine of our Stone is one Thing, one Vef- 
fel, one Compofition. For the whole [Ma- 

o 1 ſterpiece 
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rpiece of] Art is n with one Thing, 
11 is ended with A Thing ; chene 
the Philfophers, in order to hide the Art, 
have pretended to point out many other 
Ways, as for Inſtance: continual Cooking, 
[or Digeſtion,] Mixtion, Sublimation, Tri- 
turation, and Siccation, and as many other 
Names [or Allegories] as the fame may bs 
named withal. (*). However, the Soluti- 
on of the Body is not brought about, but 
in its own Blood. 

Geber fays thus: In the Foundation (or 
in the Root] of the Nature of Mercuy, is 
Sulphur, which perfects it, ¶ vic. the Mers 
cury] by cooking and digefting it during 
N in the Veins of the Mines. 

Thus, my dear Gold, with what has 
been faid, you are fufficiently convinced, 
that it is only in me, and I alone can per- 
form all, without the Aſſiſtance of you and 
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any 
ways, although all of you want me: [Or 


have Occafion for me:) For I can perfect 


you all, and bring you to a higher Degree, 


than what beg are by Nature. 


Then the Gold grew angry, and not 


knowing any more what to anſwer, con- 
ſulted with its Brother Mercury, and agreed 


upon 
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upon this, that they would affift one ano- 
ther, who being two in Number, and our 
Stone but ee they (becaufe 75 could 
et no Advantage upon it by diſputing) 
Would by 185 double ok cm te 
[or kill it] by the Sword. | 

But when the Fight began, our Stone if- 
{ued Strength, [or Rowers! Œ) and deſtrey- 9- 
ed and conquered them both: And fwallow-* 
ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at 
all was to be feen of them; nor what was 
become of them. 

Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear 
God, you have here a true and fufficient 
Narrative [or Inftruction] to underſtand 
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft 
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo- 
ſepher did ever declare himfelf fo plain and 
openly. - Ei 

You therefore want nothing elfe, but 
that you pray to God that he may grant 
you, to attain to fuch a dear and preci- 
ous Jewel: Next to this quicken your 
Thoughts, and: read with Prudence, work 
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre- 
paration of] this precious Work; for (*) 9: 
it muft have its natural Time, [or its Time? 
ordained by Nature,] like Fruit on a Tree, 

1 a] ot 
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or Grapes on a Vine. Be likewife of a good 
Will and Intention, or elſe the Lord will 
grant you nothing; for God gives it to 

40. thoſe, who deſire to do good with it, (*) 
and takes it, or detains it from ſuch as 
would employ it to ill Uſes. 


Tue Lord give you his Bleſſing. Amen. 
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ANNOTATIONS 


Upon the moft 


Matertal Poffages, 


Where the French Tranflation of 
THE ANCIENT WAR OF THE 
KNIGHTS, differs from the Ger- 
man Original. 


From a German Edition. 


HE German Original fays 
by Number 4. Of it felf it 
AN SN) cannot do it, altho it fbould 

fa le for ever IN the Earth ; 
dur the French Tranſlation 
— J fays: Though it ſbould for 
ruer rena ON THE E ARTH Tis 
probable the Tranflator i into Latin did fay in 
8 terra, 
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terra, which indeed fometimes may be under 
ftood on the Earth, and is taken thus in the 
Lord's Prayer: Sicut in Calo & in Terra, 
thy Will be done on Earth ; but in this 
place it fhould be other ways, viz. in the 
Earth. 1 | . 


e K * o 
A 
By Number 9. the German 3 ſays: 
` To which OUR Stone anſivereth; but in the 


French the word Our is omitted ; for it ſays, 
the Stone anfwered. Tis ſuppoſed the. Tran- 
flator into Larix has 1 firft the word 
Our, not knowing perhaps that there is a 
difference between the Stone of the Philaſo- 
phers, and between the Stone called thus ſim- 
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in- 
genious Philofopber, would not have omitted 
the word Our, but perhaps rather have gi- 
ven a learned Explication about it, if ſo Te 
he had found it in the Latin Tranflation ; 
For when the Philofophers fay, Our Stones 
they fpeak of it, as in that Condition, when 
it is work’d upon to be brought to Perfecti- 
on, and pluſquam Perfection, vz. to the 
Quality commonly called, The Philofophick, 
Stone. But when it is barely called The 
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that 
Caſe it may be applied to the Stone, either 

generally, 


~ TRIUMPH. 
generally, viz. in all and every one of its States 
and Conditions, or elfe it is taken in parti- 


cular (to diftinguith the Stone of the Phi- 


bofophers, or its Matter) when it is {till un- 
der the Operations of Nature, and not yet 
brought fo far as that the Artift may aſſiſt 
Nature by 4 prudent Imitation of her. But 
as foon as the Philofophers work upon it, it is 
then properly and in particular called T Heir 
Stone. Tis true, the Philoſophers ſometimes 


33 


confound on purpofe thefe two Denomina- . 


tions, becaufe of the unworthy ; but fince 
the German Philoſopher makes fuch a Di- 
ſtinction, the Tranflator into Latin ought 
not to have deprived the Hermetick Difci- 
ples of the fame ; for they 8 take Oc- 
cafion thereby, to meditate, why tis called 
one time The Stone, and at another time 


Our Stone; as likewiſe in what manner the 
Author ſpeaks when he calls it merely The 
Stone, and what he ſays when he diſtin- 


guifhes it with the word Our. Twas wrong 


therefore to be guilty of fuch ari Omiſſion, 


as not to give it the Denomination of Our 
Stone, as often as it was found in the German 
Original; but in Lieu thereof, to call it al- 
ways merely The Stone. 


[*** 2] By 
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By Number 10. the German Original 
fays : Dear Gold, tis true, God has given jeu 
Honour, Beauty, and Conſtancy; which is ren- 
dered by the French in this manner: Tis 
true, my dear Gold, tis God who bas given 
you THE Honour, THE Durability, and 
THE Beauty. This is faid by the Stone as 
an Anfwer to what Gold advanced in its 
Reproach juft before by Number 9. in 
which Reproach Gold ufes the Article the, 
viz. the Honour, &c. thereby to aſſume to 
it felf all the Honour; Beauty, and Praife 
which is to be found in the @peration and 
Art of the Philofophers ; for the German. 
Tongue hasthis Property, that the Addition 
of the Article Ty takes in all, or the whole. 
Therefore the Stone in its Anfwer (accord- 

ing to the German Original) limits v 
much thoſe Vertues (which Gold boaſts of) 
by the Omiſſion of the Article, faying : 
God has e it Honour, which is to 
fay : God has given it fome Honour, in- 
tending as it were, thereby to intimate, that 
Gold poſſeſſes but a part of fuch Vertues ;. 
and it alſo gives to 9 in the follow - 
ing Diſcourſes, that the Stone it ſelf has 
communicated in the Earth to Gold, that 
Honour, 
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Honour, Beauty, cc. which it poſſeſſes, 
and who is beholden for the fame to the 
‘Stone ; fo that it ought not to pretend from 
that, to have the Chief, or fo much as any 
part at all in the Philofophical Work, eſpe- 
cially with the Exclufion of the Stone, whom 
Gold wrongly vilifies. 

Tis, however, not the fault of our emi- 
nent French Philoſopher, that the faid Arti- 
cle * has been made uſe of in the reply 
of the Stone, it having happened by Acci- 
dent; for as he did not tranſlate the ſaid 
Treatife, called, J he War of the Knights, from 
the Germaz Tongue, but from the Lin, in- 
to which it had been tranflated firft ; and 
the Latin Tongue having no Articles, it was 
not poflible for him to know, whether or 
no, or at what place the Article was made 
ufe of in the Original ; fo that it feems to 
have crept in, at the place aforefaid, by mere 
Chance. 

Tis neverthelefs true, that the Latin Trane 
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ſlator is to blame; for in Caſe he had been 


careful to render the Author's Intention ex- 
act, he might have done it, although it was 
not poſſible to do it by an Article; and it 
might have been given in theſe or the like 
Words: Verum eſt, Deum tibi honoris, pul- 
ghritudinis & in igne conftamie ALIQUID 
ann, [or 
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[or NECESSARIUM TIBI DE 
MENSO M] conceffiffe. l 


X „ 
„ 

By the laft mentioned Number there fol- 
lows foon after: But as for your diſparagin 
nis thus, jou do it With „ which Words 
have been left out in the French. Whoſe 
Fault foever it be, it is certain, the Words 
are very expreſſive, (as almoſt all the reſt of 
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand, 
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the 
philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work’s 
Deftruction, a 


8 
* * 

By Number 13. the German Original 
ſays: It being Apparent, that all of them bring 
nothing to Effect, but employ their Gold in vain, 
[and] DESTROY THEMSELVES 
BY IT. But the French iays : For tis im- 
profitably that they employ their Gold, and that 
they ENDEAVOUR TO DESTROY 
IT. 

The Latin Tranflator has in this Paſſage 
taken the German (for the word deftroy) 
quite wrong, having 5 ſaid thus; 
Aurum inutiliter impendunt & corrumpunt — 
which is altogether againſt the Senſe and 
Meaning of the Original. 

4 | The 


T RIU H. 

The French Philoſopher has very well 
perceived, that this Paſſage could not be right, 
and therefore did not render it into Fresch 
in the fame Senſe, viz. That they deftroy the 
Gold, but fays, That they endeavour to defroy 
it; knowing very. Well, that it is not n 
ble for them o dkay the Gold. 

+ The Tranſlator into Latin finding the 
‘word deftroy in the German, would have 
kept the true Meaning of the fame Author, 
if he had faid : Animadvertimus, quod hifce 
nihil efficiant, fed potius aurum eoram inutili- 
ter impendant, eoque ipfo deficientes miſerè pefo 
ſum eam, & in [fummam egeftatem incidant. 


x 
* * 
Buy the laft quoted Number, the German 
Original fays in the reply of Gold: 71 
prove it by the Phileſopher's Sayings, that the 
Art may be compleated by me and my Brother 
Mercury; concerning which it is to be no- 
ted, that in the French, the Words: And 
my Brother Mercury, have been omitted. 
* 
By Number 15. the German Original 
ſays: And they write without any winding 


Exprefiions. But the French fays, ait hon 


Keſerve. 
ie [*** 4] By 
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| * * 
By Number 19. the German Original 


fays: Thy Brother Mercury is mdeed imper- 
feck, yet therefore is not he the Mercury of the 
‘Philofophers.— But the French ſays: Thy Bro- 
ther Mercury is indeed imperfect, and A cone 
Sequence he is not the Mercury of the Wife.—< 
In this manner it would be true indeed, 
that the Author of T'he Ancient War of the 
Knights had contradicted himfelf ; which 
the French Commentator is obliged to own, 
and therefore makes Pyrophilus to {tate a Que- 
ſtion, how to folve this Doubt? In anfwer 
to which, Eudoxus has done what he could 
to mairitain the Honour and Credit of rhe 
Author. But there would have been no 
Occafion to form fuch Doubt, nor to clear 
it, if the Tranflation had been true, and 


conform to the Intention of the Original. 


However, as nothing is fo bad, but fome 
ood ariſes from it, as the Proverb ſays; it 
55 been the ſame with this Paſſage; it ha- 


ving given Occafion to the Commenting Phi- 


* 


loſopher to give ſeveral important and ufeful 
Conſiderations upon this Paſſage, although 
he found it himſelf very hard. Perhaps the 
Tranſlator into Latin has been a German, and 


quidem 


ee. 2 


~\ 
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quidem imperfetlus, fed — non eff Mer- 


purins fapientum-—-. If it were thus, it were 
a Germaniſin, whofe Senſe will be taken right 
by a German who underſtands Latin; Ba: 
not eaſily by a Frenchman, who is not ace 
quainted with the Germani(m's, which often 
happen amongſt the Germans in the Latin 
Tongue ; For, one fees that the French Phi- 
lofopher has taken the Senfe of the Latin 
Words thus: He is imperfect, but for that 
very Reaſen (BECAUSE HE IS IM 
PERFE CT) is not he the Mercury 1 
Wife. A German, however, underſtands 
it thus: He is i ct, but therefore (AlL. 
THOUGH HE IS IMPER- 
FECT) he is not the Mercury of the Sages ; 
or, it is therefore no Conſequence, that he fhould 
be the Mercury of the Philofophers ; it being 
no Argument at all, that an imperfet Mer- 
cury (of which there are many Kinds) ſhould 
_ by Reafon of its Imperfection be the Philo- 
ſophick Mercury. And thus it’s very pro- 
le to have been the fault of the Tranfla+ 
ter, Who, if he had been reſolved to make 
uſe of the word propterra, (which neverthe- 
leſs might better have been omitted, ) he 
ought at leaft to have put the word aon be- 
fore it, viz. Non tamen propterea eff Mercu- 
rims ſepientum; or, Non tamen inde confici- 
- fur, 
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Here it ought to be faid, that both, per- 
fect and imperfect is true, confidering that 


the Stone is at different Times in a diffe- 


rent Station, which is ſufficiently limited 
by the Anfwer which Eudoxus gives upon 
the Objection made by Fyrephilus upon the 
faid Number. | 

If however one would keep to the two 
afore-mentioned Editions, in that Cafe there 
would have been no Occafion for the Ob- 
jection of Pyrophilus, nor for the Anfwer of 
Eudoxus 8 l 
The Paflage by Number 34. is thar of 
which the French Commentator makes men- 
tion in his Preface, where the Old Philoſo- 
phers are quoted, and made to fay thus: 
Our Mercury cannot be had but out of the 
foft unadulterated Bodies. 

The Caufe why this Paſſage has been cor- 
rupted in the tranſlating it into Latin, feems 
to proceed from the German word e£ CHT; 
which fignifies fo much as true, proper, 
legitimate, uncorrupted, ftandard, and fine, 
and ferves generally to diftinguifh a true 
Matter from a Counterfeit ; a the fame 


Word having ſome Similitude with the 
| Word 
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Word ACHT which fignifies Eight, the 


Tranflator has been led into the Miftake, 


which the Commentator finds fault with. 


Whether the French Commentator got 
this grofs Error rectified from the Origi- 
nal, or whether he thought proper to ex- 
punge thofe dark and improper Words, and 
inſert others in their room, is not known; 
but it is certain, that if this laſt be the 
Cafe, a Philoſopher, like himfelf, has Au- 


thority to do it; eſpecially when he inti- 


mates ſuch his Intention, as the Commen- 


tator has done; who likewife, asa Maſter, 


has. the Prerogative to teach the Diſciples 
of Hermes, by what Words he. thinks pro- 
per, from whence the Mercury of the Wife 
is to be taken. | , 

*Tis obfervable alfo, that this faid Com- 
mentator faying : It is not poffible to attain 


to the Poffeffion of our Mercury any other 


way, than by the means of two Bodies, where- 


of one cannot receive its requifte Perfectiun 


Without the other, has ordered this Paſſage 
in ſuch a manner, that it agrees with the 
Intention of the Original, altho’ the Words 
are varied. vy 


By 


34 The HERMETI CAL 


K* K 
* 


D 


By Number 35. the French Tranſlation 
ſays: The (Univeral) Medicine is therefore ` 
made out of a Thing, which is the Water, aud 
the Spirit of the Body. But the German Ori- 
ginal Oh Therefore a Medicine is made out 
of a Thing, which is the Water of the Body 
aud Spirit. — Which laft, however, contra- 
dicts no ways the Senſe and Meaning of our 
Commentator, who ſays himſelf in his third . 
Key: That in the Wine of the Philoſophers 
(which appears in form of Water) there are 
three divers Subftances, aud three natural Prin- 
ciples of all Bodies, viz. Salt, Sulphur, and 
Mercury, which are the Spirit, the Soul, and 
the Body.— And thus it may be faid, accord- 
ing to the Senfe of the Original: Tha 
Thing, out of which the Medicine is made, is 

the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of 

the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water, 
who is the Male) and of the Spirit. (vize of 
the Body and Spirit.; for the Author him- 
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited 
place, as the Feminine.) And with this, 
compare what is ſaid by Number 37. 


ect. 


í 
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By Number 38. the German Original 
fays : When the Fight began, our Stone IS- 
SUED STRENGTH.-— But the French 
fays : The Stone difplayed ITS Force, and 
ITS Valour.— Which intimates, as if the 
Stone had employed ak its Strength for to 
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the 
German gives to underſtand, that the Stone 
se hap only fo much of its Strength as 
requifite to conquer them. 

This Paſſage may be compared with the 
Annotation, which has been made about that 
by Number 10. 


* * 
* 


Laſih, It is worth obſerving (and it ought 
rather to have been mentioned firſt of all, 
being it is on the Title Page, as likewiſe 
afterwards mentioned by Eudoxus in the 
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger- 
man Original fays: That the Stone of the 
Philofophers is prepared by thoſe who trace 
Nature, with the Affiftance of LUNAR 
VULCAN ; by which Lunar Vulcan (ace 
cording to what is faid by the eee 

one 
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oned Number 4.) is meant the ſecret and 
natural Fire of the Philofophers. | 

’Tis true, this Fire is, as to it ſelf, one 
only Fire; but as to the place, it is called 
both Interiour and Exteriour ; for Inſtance, 
the faid Exdexus calls it, The natural and 
interiour Fire, becauſe, fays he, it is brought 
to Action by the excteriour Fire. 

Philofophia Ægyptiaca on the other Hand 
fays: Ofris & 75 uti conjuges ſum, fic & 
Frater & foror, Plutarcho tefle, fab myflich 
quadam ratione habentes, quibus additur ter- 
tins quidam Typhon (forte ignis internus mas 
teria) niger & ardens Spiritus, qui Ofsriden 
fratrem uterinum in minutiſima membra dif: 
fecat. Hliſce adnumeraut VULCANUM 
SEU IGNEM EXTERNUM.— 
Therefore if taken according to this latter 
Senfe, yiz. of its being Exteriour, it is not 
part of the Matter, as Artephius fays ; but 
if taken in the firft Senſe, it is part of 
the Matter, according to the meaning of 
Empedocles. 

As to Vulcan being called Lønar, the Aus 
thor of the War of the Knights agrees in 
this with the great Hermes, who fays : Pas 
ter ejus Sol, mater verò Luna; and hereby 
is intimated the Quality of the philoſophi- 
cal Vulcan, viz. that its Heat muft be tem- 
: - >o pered 
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pered by the Humidity proceeding from 
Luna; tor, Agabel in Conſil. Conj. de mafa 
Solis & Luna ſays 1 Sol (which by our Au- 
thor is called Vulcan) eft fons totius caloris: 
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Luna autem domina Himiditatis. And Her- 


mes fays: Humiditas eff ex dominio Lune: 


pingnedo autem ex dominio Solis. For thae 


Reafon fays Cofmopolite: Calor intrinfécus mul- 
to efficacior eft hoc igne elementali, fed tempe- 
ratur terrena aqua, quæ de die in diem pores 


terre penctrat illamque refrigerat: Sic filem 


coleftem & ejus calorem temperat aér, qui de 
die in die circumvolat orbem. And at ano- 
ther place; Sicuti Sol centralis haber ſuum 
mare &. aquam crudam perceptibilem ; fic Sol 
coeleftis habet etiam ſuum mare & aquam faba 
tilem & inperreptibilem. — And thus for the 
aforefaid Reaſons, the Vulcas of the Philo- 
ſephers muft be Lunar. 

As to the French Tranflation of thefe 
Words, they are quite otherways; for the 
fame Tranſliion calls it Lunatick Vulcan. 


It is not to be ſuppoſed that theſe Words 


are given with any other meaning than what 
afore-mentioned ; for, Lunatick is in ano- 
ther Senſe mad, and it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that the Title of The War of the Knights 
would intimate, that the Stone of the Phi- 

E lofophers 
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lofophers is to be prepared with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of fuch a mad Vulcau. On the con- 
trary, the Turba ſays: Ne incendaris bal- 
neum Citrini & ejus uxoris plurimum, ne 
ſenſa & mota priventur. Item, Veneramini 
Regem & fuam uxorem & nolite eos combu- 
rere nimio igne. And therefore the Foun- 
tain (which Bernhard Trevifan {peaks of) 
in which the King bathes himſelf is ſe- 
cured by a threefold Fence.— In the Expo- 
fition of the Epiftle, Solis ad Lunam, are 
thefe Words: Ego Luna crefcens in lumine 
Solari frigida G humida, quia {um mater hu- 
moram & tu Sol, calidus & fucus, quod eft 
principium generationis omninm, quando c : 
lati fuerimus, i. e. conjuncti. N. B. In & 
qualitate ſtatus, i. e. in proportione & man- 
ſione. Now fuch a Copulation as that can- 
not be brought about by a mad Vulcan, 
and therefore The War of the Knights could 
not fuppofe that the Tracers of Nature 
had ufe of the Affiftance of fuch Vio- 
lence, for to make the Stone of the Philo- 
ſephers. „„ | 
The Reafon why in the French Tran- 
flation is faid Lwnatick, Vulcan, proceeds 
| poy from the Tranflators into Lats 
having made another Error in this pag 
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and ſaid: Auxilio Vulcani Lunatici; when 
he ſhould have faid, Auxilio Vulcani Luna 
ris; which Error, however, is not to be 
imputed to our eminent Commentator, who 
was obliged to receive the Words as they 
were given him; and it is only in. order to 
clear our Learned Commentator from the 
Sufpicion of fuch an Error, that this An- 
notation has been made thereupon. ‘ 


ba ERRATA ` | 


AGE 7. Line 15. dèle all. p. If. 

I. 10. for Knowledge. read Art. p. 15. 

J. 25 and 26. r. and agree together. p. 16. 

J. 3. f. ue. r. I. I. 22. dele there. p. 17. 

J. I. dele culars. p. 19. I. 6. r. [mall in 

Number. Il. 22. r. they have indeed found. 

p- 27. J. 8. for the. r. what. I. 14. r. to 

penetrate further. p. 3 1. I. 10. f. Property. 

ar properly. p. 35. l. 26. f. other than. r. 

. except. p. 44. l 15. r. one only ſelfeſanne 

4 Subſtauce. p. 46. I. 23. f. viſcus. r. viftons 
p - 73. l. 23. r. Ariſtotle. 
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